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I T 0 I 

A
fter the recent AGM. one of the audience was heard to 
complain about the fact that it was a l l  boring stu ff  and 
there was no enterta inment !  Wel l .  of course that i s  the 

nature of an AGM: unfortunately most of our recent AG Ms have 
been characterised by a great deal of argument and heated debate 
about i ssues that would  have been better sorted out beforehand.  
The AG M is  an opportuni ty for the membersh ip  to hear about the 
boring background work that Counc i l lors have to involve 
themsel ves in every day of the year. lt is the t ime that a l l  the 
otlicers make a report on their act iv i t ies over the last twelve 
months and that t ime of the year when the accounts are presented 
to the membersh ip  for them to see just where we spent your hard 
earned money. lt is the t ime of year when we · take the 
temperature· of the organ i sation to see j ust how v iable we are as 
wel l  as that t ime of year when the membersh ip  gets a chance to 
select those officers they want to carry out the often onerous 
tasks that keep the organ i sat ional wheels  mov i ng and copies of  
th is  magazine fal l i ng onto your door mats. A t ime and 
opportuni ty for wi l l ing vol unteers to put themselves forward to 
have some input into the way \Ve wi l l  behave in  the year ahead. 
Only two members put themsel ves forward tor re-election. so 
after some d iscussion a vote was taken and al l of the old counci l  
agreed t o  put themsel ves u p  for another term of otlice. A l l  were 
re-elected unani mously. but th i s  is not an ideal selection method. 
If any of you out there wou ld l i ke to get more closely invol ved i n  
the day-to-day runn ing o f  our organ i sat ion. then get i n  touch and 
let us know. 

There are a mult i tude of jobs that we cou ld do with some help 
with and more hands wi l l  make the task much less onerous. Not 
that most of us don · t  enjoy the work. but a l i ttle occasional 
assistance wou ld  enable us to tackle those tasks that• are j u st not 
getting looked at . 

DATA-BASE 

Please keep us i n formed of a l l  c i rc les i n  your area or any that 
you m ight vis i t .  Photographs and reports shou ld  be sent i n  
ASAP. Don 't leave i t  t o  someone else - they are leav ing i t  to 
you !  Report i t  to our Hot-L ine by phone or fax [the number is on 
page 2) or '"'ri te to me with the deta i l s  and I wi l l  see that i t  gets 
i nto the Data-Base and Archive. Photographs. aerial or 
otherwise. are always welcome and we wi l l  always try to get 
dates and detai ls  correct ly ascribed and the photograph credited 
to the copyright holder. It doesn't always work. but we are 
getting better at i t !  

New report forms are being organised and convenors wi l l  have a 
copy as soon as possib le to copy out tor c ircle researchers. Th i s  
conformi ty w i l l  a l low researchers in  t h e  fut ure t o  access 
i n formation much more readi ly than is possib le with a system 
that looks more l i ke the back of cigarette packets and old 
envelopes. Ray Cox has agreed to take over as Branch Liaison 
Officer from Barry Reynolds and hopefu l ly he wi l l  be able to 
rev ital ise th is department wh i l st at the same t ime introduc ing the 
new forms that Peter Henden has been \vorking on 

Recently a · friend' (?)  lent me a copy of the Circlnision 
televis ion programme shown on sate l l i te TV. It was the first t ime 
I had seen it  and my earl ier thoughts that I wou ld not acqu i re a 
copy seemed to be v indicated. A lot of fami l iar faces were strung 
out to dry and the whole phenomenon \\ as · exposed · as an 
e laborate hoax. The hoaxers were gi ven great exposure without 
crit ic ism wh i lst many of the ·genu ine· researchers were treated as 
fool ish and del uded people whose opin ions were chopped ofT 
before they had a chance to redeem themsel ves. I wonder how 
wel l  the so-cal led · hoaxers· would  stand up to such i ntens ive 
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i n vest igat ions? I would  have to admit  to a b ias towards a 

·genu i ne phenomenon· and was part icularly d isturbed by the 
·hel i u m  bal loons trick· s ince I have been i n vo l ved i n  some 
research i nto BOLs in my own region.  There is  no way that any 
of the photographs I have taken. some in  dayl ight. cou ld  ever be 
m istaken tor hel ium bal loons. al though some people have even 
suggested that j ust ofT camera somebody is blowing soap 
bubbles across the shot. Wel l .  some people w i l l  go to 
extraordinary lengths to defend the ir  point  of view. Personal ly I 
th ink  that Doug & Dave were the best th ing that ever happened 
to cropcircle researchers. It made al l of us vocal ise the thoughts 
that we had tended to keep to oursel ves. We were much more 
ready to express our d is l ike of c irc les that seemed to 'exceed our 
expectations· . I th ink many of us were much more prepared to 
look at many factors i n  a new l ight. We were, prepared to 
q uestion many of the accepted theories of the so-cal led experts 
and oddly enough. many of the invest igators l i ke Terence 
Meaden found some of their theories v i nd icated. · even if i t  was 
too l ate in the day .  The cropci rcle competi t ion proved that many 
of the so-cal led · l i tmus features· were i ndeed possib le in hoax 
format ions and the whole phenomenon found itse lf  back in the 
melt ing pot. 

So where are we now? Have we missed the entire poi nt of 
cropci rc les? Have we m is interpreted the message? I ndeed i s  
there a message a t  a l l ?  Are · hoaxers· actual ly a s  i n  contr�l o f  
their act ions a s  they bel ieve? I s  i t  j ust gratliti a n d  vandal i sm? 

Well.  I th ink  we a l l  know the answers to the basic quest ion :  Yes 
there is a basic phenomenon. perhaps buried in  a l l  the garbage 
that surrounds i t .  Yes there are ·real "  c irc les and even i f  you 
accepted that ALL c ircles were the hoaxer' s  work, i mi tati ng what 
they have seen others do. you arc sti l l  left with the q uestion; 
Where did the first one come from? Doug & Dave? Never! As 
you wil l  see i n  th is  i ssue, c ircles were around long before their 
nocturnal meandering. I s  i t  a natural  phenomenon? Possi bly, 
and in that case t i me wi l l  tel l .  W i th so many new researchers 
cast i ng their crit ical eye over the landscape. we are bound to see 
a natural phenomenon at work one day. As a witness to some 
strange phenomena I know only too wel l how subjecti ve such 
sightings can be and how d itlicu lt i t  would  be to gai n  ·sc ient ific'  
acceptance of these anomalous epi sodes. Perhaps our on ly 

· proof w i l l  on ly be found in our own minds and hearts. Those 
who have been priYi leged to v is i t  a genu i ne c ircle w i l l  know of 
that strange fee l ing that h i ts your solar-plexus on such occasions. 
Akin to dows ing perhaps. or maybe an added facet to our h uman 
abi l i t ies that al lows us to · tee! "  the so-cal led para-normal .  

You cou ld argue that a l l  c i rc les are gen u i ne:  there can be no 
argument about their  existence. i t  i s  on ly the engine of their  
construction that is  i n  debate. Whatever the truth, there is  an 
enormous phenomenon out there to be i n vest igated and a vast 
n um ber of routes that need mappi ng. Whether your route i s  
scient i fic o r  i nspirat ional. whethc·r your experiences are mundane 
or esoteric. subject iYe or shared. each step may wel l  be one more 
clue towards sol v i ng the greatest riddle of the Twent ieth Century. 

For me. noth ing can take away the excitement of that first v iew 
of a crop formation nor the anticipat ion of the h unt  for a 
rumoured format ion. nor the excited approach to a new crop 
c ircle. 1997 began with a burst of format ions that ought to 
soften the hardest scept ic · s ·  heart and yet we are a lready 
embroi led in arguments for and against .  Scient i fic stud ies seem 
to be swaying towards a genu i ne phenomenon. Membersh i ps are 
being renewed alter a period of d isbel ief and d isappoi ntment i n  
t h e  wi lderness. I t  looks l i ke another wonderful season for us  al l .  
As w e  g o  t o  print. i t  u·as another beaut i fu l  and exci t ing year. 
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KOCH SNOWFLAKE II 
Appeared August 8th, below Milk Hill at Alton Barnes, 200± feet, in wheat 

Very similar to the earlier Silbury formation, except this one is slightly smaller, 
and it's interior has standing crop with a lovely fractal pattern. 

It has a record 144 straight edges and a record 198 circles! 
Discovered by Nick Riley, on his way to work at 6:AM 

Koch was the mathematician �ho formulated fractal triangle geometry. 

© 1997 Peter R. Sorensen 
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LETTER.& 
Dear Sir 
Congratulat ions on the new Jumbo-sized Circular. Your stop 
press insert show ing the Wi nterbournc Bassett formation sti l l  
further rei n forced my feel i ng. started by the Mandelbrot 
formation and deepened by the J u l ia and Triple J u l ia Sets. that 
the Circ le  makers. if human. are using computer graphics to 
design these patterns which are then somehow transferred i nto 
the crops. I f. of course. they are not human. that puts the whole 
th i ng into another d i mension which I shal l consider later. 
However, even if designed by humans. that wou l d  not necessari ly  
make them hoaxes. The defin it ion of a hoaxed as opposed to a 
·genu i ne'  formation is surely that a hoax is perpetrated by one or 
more persons physical ly flatten ing the crop with ropes. plan ks or 
other equipment. The ·gen u i ne ·  torn1at ion. on the other hand. 
seems to be the product of some energy or force fie ld which.  
even i f  mani pu lated by human agency. can be made to act 
remotely and in some i ncredib ly short timespan. perhaps a 
m inute or l ess. Such a force field a lso seems to be dowsable for 
some t ime after the event and to affect both the crop itse l f  and the 
subsequent germ i nat ion of its seeds. 
As for the theories of Oriole Parker-Rhodes. her quotat ion of 
Al ice A.  Bai ley "s  statement. .. Devas must develop by being 
control led·· suggests a sol ution to one of the mysteries of crop 
c ircles: the ir  apparent development from simple beginn ings to 
the more complex formations of today. 
It would also explain someth ing which was noticed some t i me 
ago: that whenever Dr. Meaden propounded some theory or 
made some categorical statement ( e.g. that ri ngs are always swept 
alternately c lockwise and counter-clockwise). it ''as a lmost 
i mmed iately contradicted by some new formation. Eventual ly. 
his theories were made to look s i l ly and his professional 
reputat ion was damaged. Then Professors Joshua V u rman. Jerry 
Straka and Dr. Erik Rasmussen of the Un i vers i ty of Oklahoma 
d iscovered that tornadoes contained rotat i ng winds i n  the form of 
concentric rings. Also that the heart of the tornado was not 
s imply a giant vacuum c leaner. but contai ned a powerful down 
draught: in Professor Vurman · s words. ·· . . .  the big thumb of a ir  
to come down from a c loud . . .  :·. 
Of course, th is  i s  not proof that crop c i rc les and rings are caused 
by tornado-l i ke vortices; merely that Or M eaden · s  original 
theory was perhaps not as w ide of the mark as his crit ics made 
out. Now, however. the d i scoveries of the B L  T team suggest that 
forces other than meteorological ones are involved. 
As to a connection between crop formations and UFOs. it seems 
un l i kely that two of the greatest mysteries of our age are not 
somehow related. On the other hand. if crop formations are 
created by al iens. what are they try ing to tel l us? If they are 
clever enough to fly here. why haven't they learned Engl i sh from 
the  B BC so they can communicate properly? This i s  not  to  scoff 
at the idea of UFOs and a l iens. Enough evidence of strange 
goi ngs on has been gathered from h undreds of h i gh ly  rel iabl e  and 
experienced people - airl ine  p i lots and the l i ke - to conv ince al l 
but the most d ie-hard sceptics. Probably al iens regard us  as 
much as we regard ants: c lever l itt le  creatures but moti vated 
more by inst inct than reason. 
In which case. perhaps crop formations are just a sort of MENSA 
test to see what we make of them and so j udge whether we are 
bright enough to be usefu l .  Now there · s a thought . . .  ! 
Yours faithfu l ly. 
Richard Shaw 
Dunstable 
Bedfordsh ire 

Thanks Richard. but ifyour last paragraph is pertinent. have we 
passed or failed? To take up another point: can you suggest a 
mechanism that we could use to communicate H"ith ants? If 
aliens are insectoid as many believe. just how are we to 
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communicate with them? It can't be any more difficult than 
talking to an ant! We also have to ask whe!her the circle is 
dowsable. or the expectation of dowsability is fogging the issue 
at its most basic le,·el. Dr .\leaden has indeed been vindicaled in 
man_v of his assertions. bw his prominence made him an ideal 
target for those intelll upon mischief 

Our post-bag has been rustli11g overtime recently and many 
telephone callers have expressed their appreciation of our 
larger format magazine, but (and there is always a but isn't 
there?) at the same time they have combined this with 
comments on various aspects of our phenomenon. Oh well -
back to business. 

Dear Sir  
The art ic le  i n  the Spring i ssue of The Circular. 'The Snowflake 
F iasco· by Busty Taylor. I found i nterest ing and worthy of some 
fol low up work. more. I hope. in  the role of an armchair detective 
than an armchair crit ic .  
F i rstly. to consider the point raised about sunsh i ne. and the angle 
from which the sun shou ld have been sh i n i ng. The v ideo was 
reputedly  taken at 5am on August 1 1th 1996. I w i l l  have to 
assume that the t ime of 5am \\ as British S ummer Time, as I th ink 
that most ( people )  wou ld  have got around to adj usti n g  their 
watches to BST by August. and general ly people do not use 
GMT or UTC the year round.  Sunrise tor that day wou ld  have 
been at 5 .38am BST ( that is  for a techn ical horizon l i ne. with the 
sun rising at a point 62 degrees East of North ) wel l  over half an 
hour later than the reported t ime of the v ideo. A lso Busty. and 
others. have reported that the weather was poor that morn i ng. 
The dai lv weather chart tor that day showed an area of low 
pressure

-
centred over southern England. so a l l  in a l l .  it very 

strongly suggests that there was no sun sh i n ing at the t ime the 
video was taken . 
I f  there was no sunsh ine. then what accounts tor the brightness 
evident inside the c i rc les as they appeared? Two answers come 
to m i nd.  E i ther a second p icture. taken at another t ime was 
superimposed on a background v iew w·h ich had no formation,  or, 
taking the v iew that the v ideo was actual ly recordi ng a real t ime 
event. some ethereal l ight actual ly d i d  appear during the 
generation of th is  formation . 
When I v iewed the v ideo l ast autumn. I set up my camera to 
photograph a number of · freeze-frames' so that they coul d  be 
studied at le isure .  Of course the qua l i ty of the resul ting p ictures 
is poor. the act of freeze-framing a v ideo shows in deta i l  
e lectronic · noise · wh ich the  eye cannot normal ly see. and there i s  
t h e  patterning effects from t h e  TV l i nes a n d  colour d o t  structure 
of the telev ision tube face. let alone any detects ari s ing from the 
qual ity of the reportedly th i rd generation copy v i deo. 
Nevertheless. the resu lts are usefu l .  I scanned the area of i nterest 
from two photographs. taken early and late in the sequence of 
e\ents. i nto a computer. these are shown in tigs I and 2, and then 
performed the trick of stretch ing the pictures vc11ical ly unt i l they 
gave the i mpression of an overhead aerial v iew. Figs 3 and 4 are 
the stretched central port ions of figs I and 2 .  
Of course no new h idden i n formation i s  actual ly revealed doing 
th is. but it certa in ly makes it easier to d i scuss certain points. 
despite the granu larity and pattern ing of the images. 
F i rstly exam i ne how the grad ual visual appearance of the 
formation takes place. Using normal techn iques of merging two 
videos. one wou ld  expect to see in the first v ideo ( assum i ng th is  
to be o f  the prist ine fie l d )  e i ther the h igh l ights of the second 
video beg inn ing to appear. or e lse the dark areas. or both equal ly. 
accord i ng to the v ideo combin ing method chosen . I f  figs. 3 and 
4 are compared. the bright part i s  already present in both .  The 
other remai n i ng dark areas only appear later i n  tig 4 without any 
i ncrease in intensi t' of the other features. Th is  u nequal insert ion 
of the second v ideo wou ld �equ ire a considerable degree of 
soph i st ication. requ ir ing the use of un usual e lectronic 
technology. 
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Now study the l ight area with in  the central c i rc le. I f  th is  was 
deri ved from a previously sun l it v iew. it is evident that the sun 
was at a low angle. because the length of the shadow cast by the 
standing crop at the edge of the c i rc le  extends about hal fway i nto 
the c i rc le. The adj acent sate l l i te c irc les arc less than hal f the 
d i ameter of the central c i rc le. therefore it  wou ld be i mpossib le 
tor the sun, at that  angle, to shine i nto the flattened area of these 
sate l l i tes. Nevertheless. i t  c learly does so for j ust one of the 
satel l i tes. and at the maximum brightness. This could perhaps be 
explained by a sign ificant i rregu larity of the crop at the edge of 
th i s  smal ler c i rc le. but th i s  does not appear to be evident i� the 
aerial photographs taken later. 
I conclude that I cannot find support tor the hoax theory by using 
th is  part icu lar method of exam i n i ng the notorious v ideo. but 
along with everyone e lse. I have to awai t  the grand expose. 
Yours s incerely 
Rodney Hale 
St Albans 
Hertfordsh i re. 

Thanks for a thought provoking new angle on this video. I think 
we need to point out that the astronomical data lrould app�l· to 
an ideal, hori:::ontal location only and this site may lre/1 hare a 
different sunrise time due to a 'retrograde· slope. even if we 
were certain of the time that the video was actual�,. recorded. 
Variations in ground level might also be a factor and these could 
only be ascribed with any certainty by recording ewnts on the 
same day this year. Any volunteers?. Work might also be 
productive on comparing light intensity on adjacent frames. 
Single frames may ·well exhibit 'reflections· . fi·om floor patterns· 
right at the start of the sequence and of course this would be 
physically impossible (Ooops. ' I know I shouldn't have said that) 
in a 'rea/ time· video. 

I think we could really call this issue a 'keep the faith' issue as 
writers seem to focus on discussions about validity without 
actually calling into questio11 their own individual faitll i11 the 
reality of the crop circles, but let's read on . . .  

Dear George 
For the l ast two years no\v. the spider' s webs of concentric and 
radi al earth energy patterns from genu i ne crop c irc les are wiped 
clean from the p lanet on May 16-171h: these natural pat�erns stay 
at the preci se centre of every gen u i ne crop c i rc le  formed the 
previous summer. Format ions with many c i rc les a l l  have the 
pattern i n  each c i rc le. and every orie with a d i fferent dowsing 
s ignature; large crop c i rcles shO\v large act ive areas of natural  
earth energy. 
With th is  knowledge. I went to Ol iver's Cast le  near Devizes on 
M ay I I th to check the fields for the natural earth energy forces I 
would expect to find where the · snowflake· formed. Stand ing en 
the Castl e  wal l s. I dowsed noth ing coming from the tiel(._ \\ here 
th is  crop c i rc le  was fi l med forming in the early morn ing last year. 
West of the tort the fields showed no signs of natural earth 
energy forces. only Mother Anthony·s Wel l  can be pick·.;d up: a 
crop c i rc le  of the 'Snowflake· s ize wou l d  have painted the fields 
with natural energy. Without any earth forces. where the crop 
c i rc les were shown form ing on the v ideo. I must assume b.:>th the 
crop c i rc le  and v ideo were hoaxed. Wh i le I was there. I looked 
at the dumbbe l l  which formed above Roundway. and the two 
smal l crop c i rc les wh ich formed j ust 'east of Roundway. \near a 
large hoaxed format ion ). and al l  of those d isplayed the natural 
earth energy patterns sti l l .  
I don 't  l i ke the Barbury Cast le  · F lower'. but from the pi�tures I 
l i ke the · Tree of L i fe· crop formation. ( i t took 214 seconds to 
form), and both the Essex format ions. (3 04, and 160 se( -'1ds for 
the smal ler one, to form ) they a l l  show good dowsing response of 
being genu i ne from the pictures. The new W i nterbourne Bassett 
crop c i rc le  I don "t l i ke from the p icture. but I sha l l  v i sit  as many 
formations as I can. to dowse them on the ground. I t" s a good 
start. we have carried on where we left otT last summer. with 
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some exci t ing crop c i rc les in the fields to marvel over. Drive out 
i nto the country near your home. and look for the places where a 
crop c i rc le  wou ld  look right. spend a few m inutes th inking what 
it  would look l ike there. Who knows. the Circle Maker m ight 
hear you and put one right when: you want i t .  its been done 
before. friends. This May 16-17'h all the earth forces at the 
L utterworth and Catthorpe crop c ircles si tes were removed from 
last summer. and the anc ient s ites seem to be regain i ng their 
power a l i tt l e  from l ast y�ar. which must be a good sign . 
A l l  the very best 
Michael Newark 

Coventry. 

Winterbourne Basset .Ju ne 1 997 ,r, Lucy Pringle 

Dear George 
In the observat ions on the Stonehenge · .Ju l ia Set". (The Circular 
I ssue 28). Terry W i l son coherently and logical ly outl i nes the 
main features of the basic problem we have with crop formations. 
a fasci nating dichotomy we all shou ld recognise. I t  is  the 
e i ther/or proulem. either man-made or gen u ine. ( " someth ing 
e lse· ). i l l uminated by the recognit ion that. whichever way it i s. 
the phenomenon con forms to an evol utionary structure. with i n  
which. a s  Terry describes. groupi ngs become evident. Features 
are often maintai ned. for example prox imity to ancient s i tes 
often. otT centre centres. not qu ite c ircu lar c ircles. Again. 
whichever way i t  i s. yes.  i t  has a · memory·. and a propensity tor 
these and other features to be maintai ned in other parts of the 
country as wel l  as the south . All this apart from the astonish i ng 
geometric rat ios which have been revealed often . There are. of 
course. always except ions. and we must not forget the simple. 
lone c i rc les which sti l l  become mani fest each year. 
A l l  these features do not help us to decide on any part icu lar 
format ion·s orig in. or upon the phenomenon in genera l .  We are 
often necessari ly on the fence. as it were. We look one way and 
one hal f of the brain says they just have to be of h uman origin. 
never mind the reasons and pract ical i t ies: we look the other way 

Tlte Circular - I ssue Number 29 ( Summer 1997) 



and the other hal f says they cannot possib ly be man-made. and 
find qu ite val id reasons why. We turn round and see the fence 
beh ind, no turn i ng back upon it  to prove anything about past 
c i rc les; and look forward to the same fence going on i nto the 
d istance. 
A l l  this ha" led me to try to envisage a th ird possi b i l i ty. which 
recognises the phenomenon as a · borderland · man i festat ion. and 
a way of formulat i ng it  which would release us from the dual i ty 
which always confronts us - at least confronts a l l  who have an 
interest and knowledge of the subject ' s  h i story. Wi thout it we 
have a problem compounded. I f  one accepts a percentage - i t  
doesn ' t  matter what it  is  - of man-made and other/genu i n e  
c i rc les, i .e. a mixture (and. remarkably M i chael Newark has 
sometimes found both with in  a part icu lar group. e.g. the 1994 
"Scorpions" series. where he found some man made. and some 
gen u ine. through dowsi ng). then the features and characteristics 
general and actual. which ,.,.e see revealed. han: to be appl ied to 
both sides! Th is  would mean that some l ink. whatever i t  i s. 
between the two is i nev itable. 
Yours s incerely 
Ray Cox 
West M id lands 

Is it just me. or are we all going through a phase ofreassessment 
at this time? A.fany people are going through the agony of 
belief/disbelief as conflicting evidence and statements treat us 
like tennis balls at JtVimbledon. battering us from one extreme to 
the other. That is only natural and can general�\ ' be easi�y cured 
by a visit to a nearby crop formation where you will ingest a 
great dollop offaith in the viability of the phenomenon. One 
good thing that comes out of this roller-coaster ride. your 
strength of belief will be tempered and tested and able to 
withstand much more than the media can throH· at you. Belief 
comes from within. not ji·om without . '  
Dear Mr B ishop 
Thank you for pri nt ing my letter in  The Circular. I have further 
ideas which I am putt ing forward. 
In recent years. a n umber of attempts to comm unicate with the 
c irc le  makers have been made. Some were of a pract ical nature. 
some were spiritual/paranormal . A certai n  amount of success has 
been claimed. but the attempts have been made on an ad hoc 
basis. with ( apparently ) l i tt le or no fol low up. I t  seems to me that 
the obvious way of mak ing an attempt to communicate is v ia  the 
medium the c ircle makers have chosen - crops. 
Am I right in  th ink ing that farmers freq uently grow crops w ith 
the express purpose of plough ing them in? If so. then i t  wou ld  
seem reasonable to  ask to  be  al lowed to make format ions i n  such 
crops v.·ith the hope of stimulat ing commun icat ion.  If  each 
branch obtai ned the use of a fie ld of crops and designed their 
own symbol/messages. the resu l ts cou ld be co-ord inated and 
progress reports printed in  The Circular. Any success would 
ind icate the way to proceed. total fai l ure wou ld suggest 
abandon ing the project and attempti ng another method. 
Attempts at communicat ion wou ld  be successful only i f  the c i rc le  
makers wished to communicate or. indeed. were capable of i t .  
Communication i s  an earthly act i v i ty.  Perhaps it  is  not i n  the 
c ircle makers repertoire. I am assuming that they are extra­
terrestrial and not from th i s  Earth.  
I n  considering WHO i s  making the crop format ions. we should  
perhaps stop th inking i n  human terms. No doubt many people 
think of ETs as being of s imi lar s ize to us and travel l i ng in  space 
craft more advanced than ours. 
The facts are these: Reports have been made of eflects fel t  by 
human bei ngs when enteri ng c irc les. e.g. v i sual and audible 
etlects. headaches. nausea. euphoria and others. Cameras have 
j ammed. Short l ived radio- isotopes of a k ind not occurri ng 
natura l ly have been found> All th i s  suggests a res idual force or 
energy fie ld which has not yet been ident i fied. There have been 
at least two reports of observers arri v ing when newly formed 
c ircles were st i l l  "twitch ing i nto place" but no c i rc le  makers were 
seen. In fact. the n umber of sightings ( Ba l l s  of l ight etc . .  ) have 
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been remarkably tew in comparison with the very large n umber 
of crop formations which have been made. A l l  th is  suggests that 
whoever. or whatever. is maki ng the c i rc le  posit ions are rel at ive 
to Earthly energy l ines or fields.  This suggests that 
whoever/whatever is mak i ng them has a recogn it ion of. or an 
affin i ty tor. these energy l i nes. 
W ithout accept ing paranormal or spiritual theories. I have a 
suggest ion wh ich. so far as I know has not yet been put forward: 
Gravi ty. e lectric i ty and magnet ism are i nv is i ble. So is sound. 
Radiant heat i s  i m· is i ble. so i s  convected heat wh ich i s  carried by 
air. which is a lso inv is ible.  Many gases arc inv is ib le .  Radio and 
TV waves are inv is ib le  and carry in te l l igent i n formation.  So - we 
bel ieve in inv is ib i l i ty .  
Suppose ETs are made of inv is ib le gases? Or to go a step 
further. suppose in te l l igence developed in an energy or torce 
fie ld in outer space. We th ink  of inte l l igence as bei ng associated 
with l i fe. But does it  have to be? 
An inte l l igent force fie ld  cou ld exist in  a vacuum ( outer space). i t  
could travel a t  ver: h igh speeds ( up t o  t h e  speed of l ight) without 
the need tor a space craft. Such a fie ld cou ld reach the Earth · s 
surface without bei ng seen and make the c i rc les. 
Of course. there is  also the poss ib i l i ty that the force is  com i ng. 
not from space. but from ins ide the Earth. 
Perhaps ETs. ex ist ing as a force field.  do not understand. or need. 
communicat ion.  If they do not exist l i ke us. or d ie l i ke us. very 
l i kely they do not th ink l ike us. 
Many readers w i l l .  no doubt consider me a crank.  My ideas are 
certa in ly  revol utionary. but they do give a possib le  explanation 
about WHO is maki ng the c irc les. Does anyone have any better 
ideas? 
Yours s incerely 
Eric Jenner 

Once again Eric appears to put a metaphorical cat amongst the 
invisible pigeons. / think most seasoned observers will find little 
radical or innomti\·e in Eric 's ideas. but his lelter perhaps 
condenses them into one place. Some of his questions may seem 
a little nah·e to the jaded. but it is this kind of basic reassessment 
that \re all need Ji'om time to time to refocus our attention onto 
the often overlooked and obvious. Eric falls into his own trap 
here. because he is assuming the Radio and Tl' waves are 
invisible. They may be to him. but they may no/ be to ET' We all 
spend far too long ga=ing into the n· screen without thinking 
that to ET it will be a fi==ing screen of bright lights that seem 
totally incoherent. The n· is set to our rate of visionary 

frequenc_v. and gives an optical illusion that our brains decipher 
as a picture. ET may \reil see the Tl · set as a radiation 
generator that bathes us in a qangerous fow:tain of light and 
colours that makes no sense (l/ all. ET m'/1 wonder at our 
addiction to this monster in the corner of our living space. 
Eric also suggests that his amorphous alien can move at !>peeds 
up to the speed of light. Why should E T  be bound by any of 
those factors that limit our interpretations of 3D space? Why 
should he 'move· at all? Couldn't he simply 'be· there? Then 
there is the question of whether ET understands 
'communication· in the sense of the way we would use it. If our 
E T  doesn't think. see. hear or comprehend in any way that we 
recognise - can we e\·er understand the signals it is sending us. 
Farmers do indeed occasionally groH· crops as 'green manure· 
but it is a relatively uncommon practice and probably never 
uses cereal crops. rou would hm·e to use a crop field and a 
friendl_v farmer \rho H·ould probab�v. and quite rightly, demand 
compensation for his losses. Final�v. 'invisibility· is no/ in the 
eye of the 'beholder·. there is nothing that can be considered 
really invisible except an abstract concept. at least as far as we 
know.' As one of those fortunate enough to have been in a crop 
circle u·hi/st it was still 'twitching into place· and subsequently 
experiencing some sensory experiences in that same circle, I am 
aware that no circle makers \rere seen at that time, but that a 
roll of film exposed at the time on�r contained one clear shot and 
that one contained a ball of fig/it. .\lan_v further manifestations 
of BOLs took place at this particular circle and subsequently 
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became the focus of an extreme�v ji-uitful campaign to capture 
more onfilm. 
No, Eric, at this lime I don 't have an_v bel/er ideas. let's see what 
our readers make oj�vours. 

Dear Circu lar 
As a c ircle watcher who is undecided on the circles· Qrtgms 
several thoughts struck me on a recent trip to the W i lts area. 
a) I n  the early days of si ngle c ircles. the fields were 

considerably smal ler in the Wi lts area. The advent of modem 
farmi ng techniques has both increased the size of and n umber 
of fields. Th i s  may account for the popu lari ty of the Wessex. 
M id lands and South East areas and the comparat i\ely fe\\ 
numbers of circ les in other parts of the country. These ne\\ 
·prairies' have extended the scope of the Circ le-makers and 
hence the number of larger images. 

b )  The h uge i ndustry that now surrounds these larger images. 

As for your industrial comments. are you suggesting that these 
industries create circles to perpetuate their businesses? Thev 
wou/dn 't dare . .. . . .. lmu/d they? /.et 's he charitable and admft 
they are riding on the coat tails ofthe phenomenon. but thev are 
on�\· kept in that position by their supporters H 'ho buy 

-
their 

products. Personal�r. I don 't need a tee-shirt or post card to 
demonstrate my faith in the phenomenon. but then I don't exhibit 
any religious icons either. but that doesn't make me an atheist. 
lhe weather may well be a factor in the creation of crop circles. 
Rain may lre/1 dissipate any electro-magnetic forces before they 
get sufficient power to do their stujf it would also dampen the 
ardour of the most persistent hoa\er. Circle-makers may u·e/1 
need the elements to be in their fervour before strulling their stuff 
it may also be a possibility that lrhen it pours d01rn lrith rain. we 
are not out there looking/or circles either. ' 
>"our indecision is the same indecision that H'e all feel H'hen we 
are st�/fering from Crop Circle Deprimtion .S)•ndrome. Go visit 
a crop circle for instant recovery. ' 

This is the way this pattern is printed in the Spring issue of The Circular - Turn it up the other \\ay and )OU han a foreshortened 'Tree of 
Life' as if it were on a hillside- it doesn't affect the Tree because all the Sephiroth are present. The dotted circle is\\ here Daat ( h:nowledgc) 
will be (See letter below) 

jewel lery. books. magazines. postcards and conferences 
promis ing visits to circles. These l arge new art ist ic  images 
vvou ld appear necessary to perpetuate the abo\'e ind ustry. 

c) In this cont inu ing wet summer the smal l  n umber of circles is 
not iceable and these appear to coincide with the warm dry 
spe l l s  in between.  

P lease comment !  
Wait ing for the summer 
K Constant 
Bedfordsh ire 

Well firstly, bigger fields sure�v means less fields. not more? The 
advent of inlen,ention prices and subsidies on Barle_v has 
probably contributed most to the increase in cereal crop fields . .  
You also forget tlzat since the ad\·ent of mechanised farming. 
there has been the introduction of 'tram-lines· and it is quite 
possible that these were the trigger. So doubt one of our 
farming members might like to comment on this and let us knmr 
when they became a regular adjunct of arable farming. If 
making fields bigger was the main factor. then the Soutlnrest and 
Wales would be the main target area. since their .fields ha\·e 
probably increased by a greater percentage than any other 
region. Maybe the si::e of a field is a factor? .\'o. in the 
Southwest, crop circles appear regu/ar�v in jive and six acre 
fields. we even had a formation in a 3 acre field in Somerset 
. earlier this year 
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This is the top end for an accumte, but foreshortened, Tree of Life 

Good Hunting. 

Dear Editors. 
Please would you suppl� me with the details of the situat ion of 
the Tree of L i te fom1ation at Burdrop Down. near Barbury 
Cast le  .. i .e. whether it is on a slope. and \\hat other ancient si tes 
may be near it? The reason for my ask ing is that I have heard 
some queries as to its possible genuineness. but these are 
prompted in i t ial I� by the fact that the photos of it are pri nted the 
wrong way up. in both !he Circular and in SC. If� ou turn it up 
the other way. you \\ill find that it is an accurate Tree of L ife 
fore-shortened. Th is  fore-shortening does not affect or i n val idate 
i ts funct ion since this Sephira is ah,ays indicated as a dotted 
c ircle in d iagrams of the Tree . 
I enclose a d iagram sho\\ ing all this. and trust that it will be of 
i nterest. 
(Su sketch above) 
Ir.r.idental ly. the front cm er picture and that on page 27 ( I ssue 
28) of the early Barbur y Cast le pattern has been dated 1996. even 
though John Sayer·s d iagram on page 42 is correctly dated ! But 
I am sure you han: heard about this al ready!!! 
Yours s incerd� 
Peggy Bunt 

Sussex. 

l'es. Peggy. one or flt'O people lzm·e remarked on it, now you 
mention it . '. '. ' 
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Thank you for the sketch. hopefully one of our eagle-eyed 
members will be able to help you with the lie of the land details 
and will communicate them to you via us. The decision upon 
which way to print the photograph is usually dictated by the 
angle chosen by the photographer or pilot. On the rare (!) 
occasions when we print one upside down, the howls of protest 
can be heard all the way to Alpha Centauri. '  Indeed the_v do not 
look very 'real ' in upside down mode . .  

Dear George 
Re OCV - A Few More Facts 
After a l l  the debate about the ·ot i ver's Castle V ideo· . I decided 
to p u l l  the weather data for Saturday I O'h August and Sunday 1 1 th 

August 1996. and also travel led to the site after v iewing the 
v ideo to get the exact location of the camera. 

As I said in my earl ier bul leti ns. the fonnation was due West 
from the point of the camera and this has turned out to be true.  
Peter Sorenson and myse l f  checked th is  out with a compass and 
it was exactly 270° from North.  
On Saturday I O'h August. the wind was 240°. coming from the 
South-west ( fig. I )  - and on the Sunday I I th August. i t  was 3 1  oo 
from the North-west ( fig. 2 ). The wind change was due to a low­
pressure area that moved across the Mid lands d ur ing the n i ght. 
thus g iv i ng us very bad weather on the Sunday. The weather 
report was updated at 1 500hrs on the Saturday due to the low­
pressure movi ng much faster. For those who read my I nternet 
post i ngs. I said ·crap weather· persisted all day on Sunday. 
If  we look at the fi rst few seconds of the v ideo showing fields in 
the d istance. we w i l l  see a piece of grass i n  the foreground 
movi ng across the lens from kft to r ight .  This indicates that the 
wind was from the South-west when the shot was taken. 
( Incidental ly. the grass on this h i l l  i s  very short due to sheep 
grazing, therefore the camera must have been on the ground 
when the footage was taken. No wonder the dew warn i ng l ight 
came on ! )  
I have a lready pointed out that the shadows are on the top right 
hand corner of the c irc les. which means the l ight i s  coming from 
the North-west, therefore the shot wa� taken i n  the l ate evening 
t ime. We know that the wind was a lso coming from the South­
west on the even ing of Saturday I O'h August. These two factors 
indicate very strongly. therefore. that the footage was not taken 
on the morn i ng of Sunday 1 1 th August. but on the evening of 
Saturday I O'h August. thus giving anybody p lenty of t ime to 
computerise the · t ights· that we see on the v ideo and create the 
i l l usion of the formation appearing. 
Further analysis of the v ideo shows a very dark shape in the · 7 
o'c lock' c irc le.  ( To me. and to quite a few people r ve poin ted 
this out to. i t  appears to be a person actual ly in  the c irc le. for it 
seems to move up and down - e ither measuring or flatten ing the 
crop out?) I suggest to anyone who has the v ideo to play wi th 
their contrast and/or brightness controls  to enhance th is  · shape· . 
So lefs look at this in perspect ive:  ·John Weyleigh · stated that 
he v ideoed this ·event" on 1 1 th August at 5am. and turned up at 
the Barge I nn. Honeystreet ( Al ton Barnes) at I Opm. the same day 
try ing to contact Col i n  Andrews. but. on fai l ing to fi nd h i m. 
talked to Peter Sorenson and showed h im and a few others the 
v ideo. Peter later went with ·John ' to a v ideo studio i n  Swindon 
to have a better look at the footage.

· 
For those. u n l i ke myse l f.  

who have n o t  been t o  t h i s  studio. i t  needs t o  b e  mentioned that i t  
is stacked from floor t o  cei l i ng with dozens of v ideo recorder:-. 
·John · ,  nevertheless. went straight to the correct mach ine without 
even hav ing to ask wh ich one to use. ind icating that he had prior 
knowledge of the set-up there. 
In this studio the computer equ ipment is capable of zoom ing i n  
t o  any portion of a v ideo a n d  enhancing t h e  image a n d  wou l d  be 
quite able to ·man ufacture· the · t ights· that we see in  the O l i ver"s 
Castle  V ideo. ( I ncidental ly. th is  studio is only twenty-five 
minutes drive from Ol iver"s Castle. thus  giv ing someone p lenty 
of t ime to produce the tape. ) 
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·John Wey leigh · said i t  was 5am on Sunday - I suggest i t  was 
about 7.30pm on Saturday. He knew where to go in the studio ­
the shadows are al l wrong tor the c laimed t ime of day. The wind 
i s  wrong tor the claimed t ime and date. There appears to be 
someone i n  the f(lnnation. i n  a circ le  which.  u n l i ke a l l  the 
others. i s  i ncomplete in  shape. 
S i nce there are provable and obvious d i screpancies concern ing 
the meteorological condit ions at the a l leged t ime of filming. tor 
those who claim this  footage as gen u ine. I suggest you start to 
look at the evidence and not at the · bal l s  of l ight ' !  
Regards 
Busty Taylor 
Hampshi re .  
I refer all readers to Peter Sorenson 's  article elsewhere in this 
issue. Busty has consistentl_v refuted the authenticity of this 
video and whilst I support that view. I take exception to some of 
his assertions. There is no proof that any video facility in 
Swindon was involved in the production of this video. 'John 's ' 
familiarity with a \·ideo facility is not challenged, he may well be 
an expert in this field. ( I 've never driven a Trabant, but I reckon 
I lrould recognise the ignition key and steering wheel and I 
certainl_r wouldn "t go looking for them under the boot lid. If I 
drove this l·ehicle. lrould I be open to charges of collusion with 
the manufacwrers?) The movement of the grass needs far more 
research on the ground. video footage of the time shows that 
there was considerable long grass in the area. .\1aps allied with 
astrological data 1rould provide more usefit! information here. 
Perhaps one of our members could send us a copy of the relevant 
section of the I :25()()() map f01· the area? (Indicating the actual 

field would be e\:en better!) I also hear that Lee Wintedon has 
found' John J1 ·eyleigh and H"ill be making a statement on the 
affair soon. I think Busty tends to fall into the same trap all of 
the 'anti· brigade fall into. His partialit_v makes him ignore any 
other possibility. /·m sure he is right. but you must be much more 
objective about 'apparent· evidence to the contrary if you want 
to argue constructil·ely. 

Dear George 
I have been mean ing to write th is  letter to you for some t ime 
now. but every t ime I start - something comes up. Crop c irc les 
are com ing thick and fast now. and they are a l l  shapes and sizes. 
and each one w ith a story to tel l  I am sure. but I don ' t  know if I 
l i ke them al l .  Some of the pictures I have seen don ' t  dowse 
·genu i ne · . in fact most of them dowse as man-made to me, I ' m  
afraid. I need t o  check these a l l  out i n  the fie lds t o  b e  absol utely 
sure. 
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Cosford Warwickshire July  1 997 

We have hod one large format ion near m� home. j ust about I 0 
m i les away. near Rugby in Warwicksh i re ( J une 2 1  '' ) .  I han� 
\Vorked on that one a lot. and I have some interest ing resu lts from 
the research.  The farmer a l lowed me to exam ine and record most 
of the detai ls  from the format ion. but then he Closed the fie ld to 
the pub I ic.  so other CCCS members never got the chance to walk 
in  the crop c ircle.  
1 t  was so fu l l  of earth power. very strong and act i ve. I d id expect 
another format ion to come near the first one two \\ ceks. but 
noth ing e lse came. I watched the field around the two week

_ period. hop ing for something e lse to form here. it was that sort ot 
p lace. but i t  al l  remained q u iet. 
1 took many seed and soi l  samples from the laid area and 
stand ing crop. and the dO\\ Sing aura showed some \ er: h igh 
read ings. much h igher than the Stonehenge crop c irc le  in  fact.  
The farmer wou ld  not a l low me to remove a l arge amount of  
samples. so  I cou ld not  prov ide BLT in  the  U S  with any. To 
obta in  dowsing aura figures from the seed or soi l .  you need to 
clear your mind/body of any i n fl uence. then ask for th� a�ra 
range/power. and wal k  back t i l l  you get a response. I t  s l i ke 
set t ing the depth of water. you need to walk out at right angles 
from the source. t i l l  you hit the echo of the water l i ne. that point 
i s  the depth of the water underground. Ever:· s ingle th ing has its 
own aura figure. so when you take samples from crop c i rc les you 
can compare them after they have been zapped with earth energy. 
to see what leve ls  of power have been absorbed in the samples 
compared with control samples. The stronger the aura the 
h igher the absorbed power. If you fi nd the h ighest figure of soi l  
and seed. you can determ i ne t h e  t ime i t  took t o  form. a n d  the 
power levels of the crop c i rc le  during format ion . Th �s sam� h i�h 
aura can be found inside ancient si tes. the power f rom st les I S  
absorbed in  the grass and soi l .  even over many years. the levels 
remain very h igh. S i nce the grass and soi l  arc exposed to the 
natural  earth energy patterns inside the ancient s i tes ever: � i n ute 
of  the day. they never leak away the h igh absorbed levels ol  a�ra. 
The crop c ircle at Rugby gave me the chance to tr:· new th mgs 
out. 1 found peaks of earth energy outside the laid area of the 
crop c i rcle. very narrow bands of  h igh aura. The fie ld s loped 
both west and East bv about 6 feet. s loped South to North hy 
about 2 feet in the ar�a of the crop c i rc le. I found ' er: narrO\\ 
peaks outside the crop c irc le  wal l on the West side at 27. -tO and 
60 feet, and on the east side of from the \\ a l l  at at 3 1 .  48 and 63 
feet. so the fal l i ng ground affected the three peak d i stances 
outside the c ircle.  Nancy Tal bott of BLT found one peak outside 
the Stonehenge format ion. just one r ing outside: I now have to 
see what effect I ti nd in  other gen u i ne crop c i rcles. and count the 
peaks outside the c i rc le  \val l .  . 
Th is  tirst crop c: i rcle \vas very strong. two others I have looked at 
down in W i l tsh ire don · t  have anyth ing l i ke_ the same earth energy 

1 0  

kn� ls. ( Tree of L i fe/Rockley 
Otm ns)  and I have noticed 
the ancient sites have 
regained their earth energy 
le\ c l s  again fi·om last year. I 
can dowse A vebury from my 
home again.  that has not 
been possible for some t ime 
mm . the power levels seem 
to be changing again. they 
did last M ay 1 6/ 1 7. The 
levels of power in the ancient 
sites is not the same as those 
in local crop c ircle patterns. 
somehow there is  a 
d i lkrence. t\\ O dist inct levels 
of earth energy. 

The Rugby crop c ircle was \ cry clean and neat when I first 
wal ked in it. the formation was a ri nged c ircle. '' ith ha lf  c ircles 
round the outside '' a l l .  eight on one side and tour on the other. 
I t  came in  wheat. and " as 1 34 . 8  feet West to East. and 1 2 7 feet 
South to North. the half  c i rc les on the wal l  edge made it hard to 
measure alone. It contai ned man) leys and two geological stress 
fau l t  l i nes. and some Y i n  ( female ) l i nes. it had 98 concentric 
earth energy l ines and 83 rad ial  earth energy l i nes in its spiders 
web of ea11h energ) . The inner c ircle \\ as swept ant i -c lockwise 
in a spiral manner. and the outer ring \\ as c lock\\ ise. very neat 
and t idv. with some gap seeking near the tram l i nes. The 
standing ring was 4.8 feet " ide - ' er: neat and t idy.  I nside the 
c i rc les some stems \\ ere standing upright. these occurred \vhere 
smal l  stones \\ ere j ust in  front of the stems. and had deflected the 
earth energy ROU N D  the stand i ng stems at ground level.  leav ing 
them upright. 
The middle of the c ircle had S\\ ept twisted stems. they come up 
from the Q.round to stand upright at the very centre. very n ice and 
neat.  Th; ridged spiral e ffect of the laid crop in  the centre c ircle 
looked specia l .  with here and there the odd standing stems 
upright. I never saw an) bent stems at 50cm. ( Magi� bends).  
At the wal l  edQ.es the smal l hal f c ircles were cut mto the wal l .  
vel\ c lean and 

�
precise. e ight  smal l  hal f c irc les East/North/West. 

with lour hal f c irc les on the East/South/West side. i t  looked 
strange from the ground. not balanced . I took video and pictures 
of the formation. no l ight phenomenon came in  an) pictures. but 
it was a specia l  crop c ircle. dowsing \ er: strong and genu i ne. 
1 have sent , ou detai l s  of the aura do\\ s i ng. and some of the soi l  
samples. th� farmer i s  al lowing m e  hack when t h e  field is  cut to 
take more V E R Y  deep soi l  samples. I th ink these \vi l l  be of great 
i nterest to us. I dowsed the crop c ircle and found a t ime of 36 
seconds for it to form. 
A U FO report '' as made the same t ime \\ hen the c ircle tormed by 
a ladv who l i ves just a couple of mi les away. She reported 
strange l ights in the sky and no sound from the craft . 
From the first seed and soi l  samp les I ha\ e checked. I shou ld say 
the power used in torm ing the crop circle \\ as a�out 650 micr? 
wa' e watts tor 36 seconds at ground le\  e l .  rhe deep sod 
samples now shO\\ grealt:r aura the deeper you go. so the amount 
of  micro-wa\ e energy must be much stronger under the crop 
c i rcle. \\ h ich suggests the pO\\ er comes up from below l i ke a 
torch beam. The standing ring inside the format ion dowsed the 
same aura tigure all the \\ ay around the c ircle. \\ h i le the la id crop 
varied in aura absorpt ion depending on where the sample \vas 
taken from .  The North/East side of thc crop c ircle showed h igher 
read ings with i n  the tormation.  " i th deep soi l  samples showing 
vel\· h i Q.h absorbed aura. E\ t::n j ust outside the standing wal l  of 
the

-
crop circ le  the aura '' as h igh. sh(m ing a spi l l-over etTect .  hut 

th is  extends on l) tor 1 2  - 1 8  inches outside the c ircle wal l .  
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Dowsing crop circ les and drawings and photos has shown it i s  
possib le  for crop circ les t o  appear b y  o n e  of three methods. the 
fi rst one i s  the genu ine formation composed and structu red on a 
complex pattern of earth energies by the Circ le  
Maker/Nature/God. The next method i s  the  man made hoax. 
which is  just an impression in the crops. a mark in the field. 
without any power or i n fl uence. Now I know of another sort. i f s  
a crop circle made by devic means other than the Supreme Devic 
Force ( Ci rc le Maker). ifs  one which has been i n fl uenced by 
lesser devic spiri ts. This crop c irc le  comes with a d i fferent  
s ignature than the others. and i t  has no earth energy pattern of 
concentric or radial  spider's web. and contains  no h igh aura 
figures. Some of these you can dow·se a question and answer 
with the devic force. wh i le others you cannot: the dcvi c  force i s  
n o t  evi l .  I have al ready v is i ted o n e  of these crop c irc les near 
Sutton Coldfield this summer. i t  al lowed a quest ion and ans,ver. 
and came from a devic spirit who l i ved as a man before i n  
Jerusalem 1 556 years ago. H i s  name was Feccgel Gec id. he 
made the crop c ircle to promote peace between Arab and Jew. 
and for both people to fol low the ·ON E  GoD· .  He hopes the 
formation w i l l  make people aware of the after l i fe. and fol low the 
right path wh i le l i v i ng at th is  level of existence. I asked a 
n umber of quest ions. and I got answers to al l of them. The area 
of Japan w i l l  be h i t  with a huge earthquake in March of 2 1  1 3 , 
and thousands wi l l  d ie. The \Va l l  of water from the quake w i l l  
strike the coasts o f  US and cause vast damage. a l l  of  t h e  Pac ific  
bas in  w i l l  be  affected. I have more predictions from the  question 
and answer ( sessions) wi th the devic spirit. but I assume you find 
i t  hard to bel i eve. I have no way of knowing i f  the  answers are 
correct unt i l  March 2 1 1 3 . 
Three formations from last year proved to be of devic influence. 
whi le  none of the 1 995 formations in the UK showed the same 
signature and dev ic origin .  
I have looked a t  a large crop circ le which appeared near Stratford 
j ust last week. but th i s  one was hoaxed. i t  shows no earth energy 
patterns or earth force in the format ion.  I f s  not of devi c  
influence a n d  responds t o  · man-made· wh i l e  dowsing. whi ch i s  a 
p ity. ( The farmer' s wife saw four people in the formation at 
6.30am on the Wednesday morn ing. and took the car n umber. ) 
Soon as another genu i ne crop c i rc le comes along I shal l check i t  
for earth energy echo outside t h e  standing wal l of t h e  formation, 
to see i f  others conta in  this  echo. Many large crop c i rc les have 
now been reported all over the country. George. inc lud ing some 
· Dragon's  Feet' format ions near Lockcridge. i t " s  start ing to 
happen for us. 
I had a crop watch with Christ ine Sal tmarshe at S ibson A i rfield 
on the 261h J u ly. just i n  case any formation appeared that n i gh t. 
but noth ing came. I d id  watch a l ight above our heads flash four  
t imes off and on.  i t  was not  an  a ircraft or an�1h i ng. j ust a l ight 
flashing. al l very strange. N ear Shrewsbury. a long the A5 road. 
two neat c irc les have come which dowse n ice. I saw them when I 
was looking for another crop c i rc le which had U FO act i v i ty with 
it .  I never found the U FO circ le, but I should imagine i t  to be 
genu i ne if they were in the same area.. V ideo was taken of  the 
a l ien craft I bel ieve above the format ion. Bayston H i l l  never had 
any crop circles when I passed the area but dri v ing South along 
the A49 the leys and earth forces i n  that part of the country is 
very h igh. I have just been sent a p icture of the format ion which 
came near the M I at j unction 3 7  near Barnsley. and i t  dowses 
genu ine George. ( taking 34 seconds to fom1. )  I can feel  the 
natural power of the crop c irc le. I shal l double check this by 
goi ng to the fonnation when I can. or have seed samples sent to 
me by friends who v is i t  for con fi rmat ion. that ' s  good news about 
th is  one.  I f  you wish to p ick parts of th is  letter for an art ic le. 
George. p lease feel  free to do so. I leave it to you .  
Very best wishes 
Michael Newark 

Under the circumstances, and because it would take them out of 
context, I have used the u'iwle of .\1ichael 's letter, rather than 
excerpts, and used his pictures and illustrations also. .\lichael 
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represents a large number of our members in  his research and 
many of you have taken an interest in his findings in the past. 
He is trying to bring together many representations and 
characteristics of our phenomenon. weaving together disparate 
findings into a whole that may ·well encompass a solution to 
multitudinous a�pects of the genuine crop circle. Let us hope 
that he is wrong about the Japanese earthquake, no doubt that is 
an aspect he will follow up in the fillure. I think we would all 
take a vicarious interest in the rest of his 'predictions ·. perhaps 
he will explore this on paper for us in a future issue . 

Etchi lha m pton, Wil tshire 1 '1 Aug 1 997 (() Lucy Pringle 
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Gl.as�o:n..b'-Iry S�posi� 1997 
I nvestigating Crop Circles and The signs of Our Times 

For the seventh successive year the res i l ience of the crop c i rc le  
phenomenon was epitom i sed again at  G lastonbury. The 
symposium has now become the peak international forum. tak i ng 
p lace at the height of the crop season in myst ical G lastonbury. 
and as such has become its own rai son d · etre. I t  i s  amazingly 
free from nostalgia. The fact that Col i n  Andrews had chosen not 
to be present this year without causi ng any open d isappoi ntment 
emphasised th is. 
Three elements can perhaps be defi ned with in  the l argely 
un itying theme of crop c ircles: the pure attention gi ven to the 
phenomenon: the tendency for l i nking in wi th New Age thought: 
( wh ich i s  where the sub-t i t le  · s ign of Our Ti mes· . comes i n ): and 
the entertainment val ue. 
The best example of the first is  no doubt Karen Douglas · s outl i ne  
of Steve Alexander· s sl ides of the  numerous. h igh q ual i ty crop 
format ions which have been man i fest agai n  this  year. This 
subject i s  foremost a v isual one and it  i s  pictures which are goi ng 
to lead to al l other aspects of the subject in the first instance. 
From the angle of geometry. Wolfgang Sch i nd ler· s 80 s l i des of 
his work with mathematical ratios. in a very s imi l ar way to John 
Martineau ·s  previous work. \vere of equal  fasci nat ion.  
Varied though the second group was. and much the largest. 
poss ible l inks to crop c irc les were obviously somewhat strained. 
and the only way was to l i n k  i n  crop c i rcles in  a brief and subtle 
manner, but i t  was the qual i ty of presentat ions. not the subject 
matter which was important. the latter being the more subj ect i ve. 
and appreciated or otherwise accord ing to one · s  own d i sposit ion 
to the topic in q uest ion.  Joach im Koch with Hans-J urgen 
Kyborg related events with their experiences at Al ton Barnes and 
Preshute Down in  1 99 1 .  their attempts to ·communicate· with the 
creators of crop c i rc les by making their  own format ion. and the 
subsequent crop events they considered to be the answer. 
together with the correlat ion with stars in Orion.  Take it  or l eave 
i t, perhaps. As with Geoff Boltwood · s tal k  on his contacts wi th 
ET' s and information a l leged ly gi ven to h im about human 
evol ution etc . 
Veterans Stan ley Messenger and Michael  G l ickman provided the 
excursions into esotenctsm and crop c i rc le  geometry 
respect ively.  The former. in suggest ing that a seven-year 
·probation · period was over. considered that a new step in our 
experience of them would be forthcoming. The c i rc les are one 
doorway i nto a renewal of the Mysteries. taking them beyond 
matter i nto a mult i-dimensional form: wh i l st the latter claimed to 
have fou nd rare seven-fold geometry in two c i rc les. Ol iver·s 
Castle ( 1 996) and previously. Bythorn - both controversial 
format ions. ( M ichael G l ickman. of course. reveals a<; usual. a l l  
three categories. ) 
In a wel l -composed talk Palden Jenki ns. us ing the pi votal word 

· noth ing·  at the begin n i ng and the end. to describe the space a 
c i rcle makes. explained how the transience and re lat iv i ty of 
research means that the phenomenon. someth i ng far larger than it 
seems or can be measured. exempl i fies the gap which exists 
between i t  and our normal dai ly l ives. 
Turin R i fat held one· s  attention with his subject of remote 
v iewing. which he maintains we are a l l  goi ng to hear much more 
about short ly. Perhaps the t ime w i l l  come when th i s  w i l l  become 
a method to determine the provenance of crop c i rc les. 
Two sl i de presentat ions w�re most wekome. one by Cheryl 
Straffon. ( ed i tor of the Corn ish journal · Meyr. Mamvro· . )  about 
anc ient and sacred si tes in  Cornwal l ). together with her partner 
Caeia March showing how ancient s i tes rellccted the Goddess in 
the land: magic \\· indows and thresholds to other real i t ies at such 
places: and an outl ine of the Celt ic year. 
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The other was a c lear and st imu lating presentat ion by S imon 
Peter Fu l ler. a metaphysical teacher and founder of Hol ist ic 
World V isions. With him one cou l d  share h is  own spiritual 
journey and understand how the c i rc les are a spiritual awakening 
trigger. He outl i ned the posit ions of the seven planetary chakras 
and tal ked about the twelve gates of the p lanetary New Jerusalem 
and other matters inc lud ing Joseph of Arimathea· s journey to 
England and to th is  place now G l astonbury. 
On the face of i t  one would put Andy Thomas· s hour in the 
entertai nment group. I t  was funny. yet astute and with a 
profound undercurrent of good sense. He revealed a major 
problem. the gap between sc ience and metaphysics as it relates to 
the crop c i rc les subject. On the one hand we have not a l lowed 
those such as T crence Meaden the respect to develop the ir  
theories. for example. and on the other there · s  the less than 
honest relevance of anti-sc ience concepts amongst croppies who 
ha·:e gone too far down the New Age road. The human m i nd 
i nteracts with this  phenomenon also. and. again.  science misses 
out the abi l i ty of consc iousness to atTect th ings. I am sure this  is 
on the right track. 
i was not there on the Friday when there was the usual coach tour 
to see crop format ions in  Wi l tsh i re whi lst speakers at 
G lastonbury inc l uded Jim Lyons. Ron Russe i L  Dav id  Strange 
and Chet Snow. Saturda: inc l uded the now trad i t ional 
performance of tolk songs by the local A valonian Free State 
Choir. On Sunda: there were a lso channel ler Paul Bura and an 
extra curr icular event with Adrian G i lbert and also Anne Cleaton 
play ing the c lassical guitar. 
Was there a down side? Wel l .  nothing is ever perfect. There 
were the heat and lack of air and less than com fortable chairs - a l l  
unavoidable in  the  Assembly Rooms. also a tendency with some 
speakers agai n  to exceed their a l lotted t i me. which meant hurried 
and insutlic ient t ime tor l unch and tea. Time tor q uest ions and 
perhaps a forum wou ld a lso have been welcomed I th i n k  by 
many. Yet any gripes are al ways outweighed by the w arm 
ambience of th is  gatheri ng. maintained as ever by the genia l  
s incerity of its i naugurator Roland Pargeter. 
The G lastonbury Symposium remai ns. too. the gathering p lace. a 
harvest home. if you l i ke. tor croppies of a l l  types. at the peak. or 
j ust past the peak of the season when many crop c i rc les have 
mostly all arri ved. though there is sti l l  a few weeks to go to the 
wry end. 
Substitute England tor Ca.1aan and the reaper band for the 
croppies i n  th is  \ ersc and there maybe you ha\ e it :  

.. Fair waved the golden corn 
In Canaan · s  p leasant land. 
When ful l  ofjoy some sh i n i ng morn 
Went forth the reaper band:· 

(J  1-I ampden Gurney) .  

'Gaia'  formation, l " pham, Wilts 15  J u n e  1 997 © L ucy Pri ngle 
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jBOOK & VIDEO REVIEWS I 
Would al l  contributors please note that book or video reviews 

are carried out on actual material, if you submit a ready 
written article or •advertorial',  it is an AD VERT not a review. 

For details of our advertising rates see inside front cover. 
I h ave h ad some promotional material sent to me recent lv. both 
v ideo and book rev ie\VS. alreadv wri tten . Wh i l st th

-
ev are 

obviously very support ive of the c�ntents. which may wel l 
-
be an 

accurate summary of those contents. I coul d  not present them as 
if written by a th i rd party. which is the reader·s obvious 
i nterpretation of the material .  If you want a free advert for vour 
material . then simply submit a copy for an unbiased rev iew i� the 
next avai lable i ssue. If we th ink it's got merit we are more than 
happy to say so. And you w i l l  he very proud to know that vour 
material w i l l  find a place i n  the CCCS arch ive afterwards. I have 
had some considerable experience of writ ing · advertorials· and 
rev iewed a number of books and v ideos over the past dozen years 
or so tor another magazine in a qu i te unrelated field.  

CROP CIRCLES DECIPHERED 
By Ne i l  Olsen 

Crop Circ les Dec iphered i s  wri tten by a man who obviouslv 
enjoys his wri t ing and the subject he i s  wri t ing about. Humo�r 
sprin kles a wel l i l lustrated and scholarly treatise on h i s  ideas and 
i nterpretat ions. A sheepskin  s l ipper salesman and crop c i rc le  
researcher res id ing in  Roberr s Creek. Brit ish Columbia . .  
Canada. th is  i s  Nei l " s  first foray i nto print  

Basical ly the book i s  about the corre lation between the events in  
our crop fields and events recorded i n  the scriptures. Accepti ng 
that they are from an inte l l igent source not of this \\ Orld. Nei l 
sets out to i nterpret the messages 

Humorous. wel l  written. enterta in ing and an easy read regard less 
of your rel ig ious persuasion. th i s  book \Vi l l  fi nd a comfortable 
p lace on most croppies bookshel ves and Nei l .  who asked me to 
go easy on h i s  first attempt at authorship. can be justly proud of 
h i s  effort. The cover i l lustrat ion by l rcna Yardley. brings 
together a n umber of objects that sit oddly with the t i t le  or 
subject. but w i l l  certa in ly entice you to open the cover. I ' ve 
never noticed how cuddly a cross between a fly and a squ i rrel 
coul d  be. An easy read with some thought provoking ideas. that 
might j ust be a possible sol ut ion . . . . . . . . . . . ummm . . . . . l wonder. 
what i f. . . . . . . . . .  ! 

NOTICES 

The Haslemere Lecture 
Thursday 25th Septem ber 1 997 

Robert Bauval 
"Unlocking the Secrets of the Sphinx and the 

Py ramids 
Lucy Pringle 

"The Sky is not the Limit" 

Tickets : £7.00 
Details from L ucy Pringle 0 1 730 263454 

J udging by the material Nei l sent me si nce. it does not look l i ke it 

and to decipher the mean ing that 
he sees encrypted with in  them. 
Whi lst  his background tends 

CROP CIRCLES DECIPHERED 
wou ld take long for 
h im to come up with 
an ann ual update . . .  
How about i t  Nei l?  

towards a b ib l ical sol ut ion. th is  
book wi l l  appeal to even those of a 
l ess rel igious bent who w i l l  enjoy a 
nostalgic strol l through some old 
fri ends i n  the field. Nei l " s  
scholarly i nterpretations and good 
humoured style bel i e  the strength 
of h i s  message: .. The Signs Are 
Here! .

. 

The obvious connotations between 
cereals and the b ib l ical stories. that 
often drew their a l legorical 
references from a largely 
agricul tural communi ty. of 

by Neil Olsen 

Crop circles are a prod uct of an 

intelligent force that is not of this world.  

This mysterious force is trying to 

com municate with us by using Biblical 

sym bols, metaphors and nu meric� 

52 pages i l lust rated. Price $ 1 8.00 US (£ 1 2.00) 

Post & Packing $4. I 0 (£2.00) 

( Ba n k  Drafts O n ly Please) 

send to : - SOVOT U N LI M I T E D  

S I T E  2 1 ,  CO M P  4 ,  RR5 P E L L  ROA D  

G I BSONS, B.C. CANADA VON 1 VO 

THE SIGNS ARE HERE 

th i s  part icu lar reference is 

A4. Limp covered. 
r ing bound with 54 
pages. There is no 
I SBN n umber. but the 
book is avai lab le  from 
the author @ £ I  2 .00 
per copy( $ I 8) p lus 
£2.00 ( $4 )  to cover 
overseas post and 
packing. 

Copies ava i lable d irect 
from the author. 
Write to: 

Nei l Olsen 
Sovot U n l i mi ted 
S i te 2 1 .  Comp 4, RR5. 
Pel l Road 
Gibsons. 
Bri t ish Columbia 

Canada. VON I VO 

necessi ty tend to be l i beral ly 
spri nkled with cereal references. 
Nei l had no problems in  that 
department, rather it is in  the 
w i n nowing out of the wheat from 
the chatr (Cereal puns abound. 
but I w i l l  try to contro l  myse l f� )  
A s  Ne i l  notes i n  h is  i nterpretation. 
mentioned 1 I t imes i n  the Bible. 

Profuse ly i l l ustrated with d iagrams and sketches. i t  prov i des a 
compend ium of b ib l ical references as wel l  as a comprehens ive 
overview of the major fom1ations ofthe l ast few years. I ndeed. 
the readers i magi nation w i l l  l eap to encompass some of the later 
I 997 formations that wou ld have found a p lace with i n  the text i f  
i t  had been st i l l  in  the writ ing. N o  prizes tor spott ing the odd 
grammatical or spe l l ing m istakes. 

Website: http://www. sunsh i ne.net/www/800/sn0896/CROP. htm 
e-mai l :  sovot '? sunsh ine.net 
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Please don't forget to tell h im � sent you, it won't get you 

much off the price. but it will make it easier for him to plan 

his advertising! 
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I.996 �h.o�o Se�& 
Postcards, Photos & Laser Prints of F ormations 

by 

LUCY PRINGLE 

P�OTOGR.A.P�S; 
6x4 prints £ 1 .00 6x8 prints £3.00 

U K  p&p SOp. Overseas £ 1 .00 

Set of 28 6x4 1 996 prints £25.00 

Set of 35 1997 £30.00 

U K  p&p £2.00 Overseas £3.00 

BRI LLIANT LASER PHOTOCOPIES 

of  al l  major events 

A3 £ 1 0.00, 5 or more £8.00 each. 

UK p&p £2.00 overseas £3.00 

A4 £5.00, 5 or more £4.00 each. 

p&p £2.00 overseas £3.00 

POSTC.A.RDS 
Sets 1 & 2 (6 cards each set) 1 993/4/5 £2.50. 

UK p&p £ 1 .00p overseas £ 1 .50 
Set 3 (6 cards) 1 996 £2.50 p&p as above 

Sets 4 & 5 (6 cards each set) £2.50 p&p as a bove 

INDIVIDUAL POSTC.A.R DS 
40p each up to 8 cards UK p&p £ 1 .00 overseas £ 1 .50 

Avebury + Spider's Web 

Si lbury + Flower 
Stonehenge + Ju lia Set 

Ju lia Set (close up)  
East Dean Solar\Lunar 1 994 

SLIDES 
£5 each or £4 each for 10 or more p&p incl. 

� ITE IVIUGS 

with Triple Spiral in Gold 
£5.50 each lJ K p&p £2.00 (Overseas £3.50) 

PENS 
Double Helix, black on white £ 1 .00ea p&p £0.50 o/seas £ 1 .00 

BOOK:S 

" Pa ra normal  Pra n ks" 
A first in this area! 

Do we take ourselves too seriously? 40+ bril l iant cartoon 

drawings by Peter Eade with a foreword by Lucy Pringle. 

A6 format, perfect as a gift to fit into your pocket. 

SPECIAL OFFER W H I LST STOCKS LAST 

£2.00 
UK p&p £0.50p Overseas £ 1 .50 

"The Sky Is Not The Limit" 
by Lucy Pringle 

All  aspects of the U nexplained to be publ ished Easter 1 998. 

1998 CALEN :O� 
Spectacular 1 997 photos in  a qual ity production 

Advance orders at £8.50 UK p&p £ 1 .50 o/seas £3.00 

Large orders : p&p by arrangement. 

Al l  overseas payments, sterl ing drafts drawn on an  English 
ban k only please to: 

Lucy Pringle, 
5 Town Lane, Sheet, Petersfield, Hampsh:re, G U32 2 A F  

England 

Tei\Fax +44(0) 1 730 - 263454 

EMA I L: LucyPringle@compuserve.com 
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Koch Snownake 11 August 8 1 997 Milk Hi l l .  A lton Barnes. Wilts f: Lucy Pringle 
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The Case of the 
Disappearing Cameraman 

Ham mering the final nail into the coffin of the ' Oiiver's Castle' video 

A First-Hand Report 
© August 1 6  1 997 Peter R Sorenson 

The Circular - Issue Number 29 (Summer 1997) 1 7  



(The first-hand bit will begin shortl_v. but first. a fantasy 
prologue in the style of a detective novel. for the purposes of 
speculating on the motives of the perpetrators. An_v similarities 
to persons living or dead is in the eye of the beholder. ) 

Proio�e: 
Who'd-a-thought it .  
Through the dark. rai n  splattered \Vi ndscreen. the young man 
caut iously p i lotec:f his smal l  car furt ively along the unfam i l iar 
Wi l tsh i re roads. unt i l  just as the carefu l ly penc i l led map 
portrayed i t. the obscure country pub emerged from the m i serable  
n ight Way off the  beaten track. i t  was almost never v is i ted by 
anyone except the locals and occasional smal l  groups of shady 
characters weari ng dark c lothing. 
The warm in terior of the old pub was a welcome change from the 
storm. but the young man was even more rel ieved to fi nd there 
was only one customer in the taproom at th is  late hour. With the 
sound of the open ing door. a thin man in  a b lack jacket and black 
den i m  trousers looked up from h is  Gu inness. and immediately 
identi fied the young man by his apprehensive manner. With a 
crooked smi le. h i s  most si ncere effort. he gestured to the 
newcomer to join h i m. and asked what he'd have to dr ink.  
''J ust a shandy p lease ... the young man repl ied. wari ly eyei ng the 
b lack magic brew h is  host savoured. Then he brightened. ··Your 
map was perfect. I hadn ' t  a s ingle problem getti ng here from 
Bristol ."  
'·Care i n  p lan n i ng the  deta i l s  is  the  key to my surv i va l .  

. .  
The th in  

man rep l ied matter-of-factly " I  know a lo t  more about you than 
you th ink  I do. for instance:· In response to the surprised 
expression on the other 's  face. he hast i ly added. "Al l  of wh ich I 
approve of. You · re perfect for the job .

.. 

W ith the momentary tension rel i eved. he leaned c loser. ··You 
have the ski l l s. but above al l . the anonymity. that our project 
requ i res. As I said on the phone. anybody cou ld take the shots 
we need. but we must have a cameraman with your acti ng abi l i ty. 
and who can utterly d i sappear after seeds have been p lanted. Our 
targets are going to be after you l i ke angry bees when the sh i t  h its 
the fan ! "' 
"Yes, I uh. I thought I wou ld  grow a beard··. 
''Whatever. Your real protection is you · ve never been in the area 
before. and you never w i l l  again .  I ' l l  g ive you a mob i le phone 
that you ' l l  use exc lus ively to contact them. When i t ' s  over. the 
phone w i l l  be cancel led and w i l l  never be traceable to you:· 
"I shoul d  h i re a car. so no one can track the l icence n umber·· . 
" I f  you l i ke. but the cost comes out of your  cut ! " He l i t  a Camel.  
and added "'J ust dr ive flawlessly. so the coppers won ' t  take any 
in terest in you . .. 

The young man took several deep swal lows of h i s  drink.  ··umm. 
th is  seems l i ke a lot of trouble for a joke. why does your 
organ i sation want to . . .  ·· 
' ' I t ' s  not an organ isat ion ! "  The thin man cut in ··we · re j ust a few 
b lokes out to have a l itt le fun. as we say:· 
"But. why go out on cold n ights and fake corn c i rc les?'" 
For several moments the th in  man pondered the serpent ine coi l s  
of  smoke that slowly arose from h i s  c igarette. ·· t r s  someth ing I 
can ' t  ever explain to people who don "t a lready know:· He took a 
putT "I consider mysel f an art ist. and a pretty good one. People 
expect an art i st ' s  ego to demand recogn i tion. yet outside a very 
smal l c i rc le of friends. my art is  anonymous. How can th is  be. 
ifs not becallse I ' m  so bleed i n ·  modest ! l t " s  because I l ike to 
th ink  of myse lf  l i ke the archi tect o f t  he Great Pyramid .  Who 

made that? What were h i s  mot i ves? Was i t  al iens made i t? 
People have been bewi ldered by that giant stone d i amond for 
thousands of years. That archi tect is the most successfu l  man of 
mystery that ever was. And I l i ke being a man of mystery .  
I ' l l  let  you in  on a l itt le secret. Let 's  say someone's studying the 
symbol i sm i n  the crop c i rc les. and d i scovers someth ing very 
powerful about the designs. Maybe i t  s:U i ts h i s  private agenda to 
misdirect others who are try ing to decode them. So he h i res a 
fev; n ight art ists. see. gi ves them some d iagrams and a few quid. 
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and everybody is  happy. yeah? l t " s  a treat gett ing paid for 
play ing pranks we ' d  pu l l  anyway:· 

"'But  you take serious r isks trespassing. and a l l  the croppies hate 
you - you to ld me so:· 

··Ha!  The risks are tr ivial .  in tact. there· s a thri l l  and sat i s fact ion 
i n  e l ud i ng detect ion not u n l i ke a successful murder:· He 
i nspected the glowing ember at the end of his c igarette. "I 
suppose. I mean. I" ve never murdered anyone. but we do love a 
murder don " t  we? As for the c i rcle lovers. on the one hand. I 
don · t care. They arc only a smal l fract ion of my audience. There 
are thousands more who. wh i le the� assume c ircles are man­
made. appreciate my art for its own sake when they drive past the 
fields whi lst going to work every day. They say Corr! That ' s  a 
b loody goodu n !  Maybe I even make them th ink about th i ngs 
they wouldn "t have otherwise. 

··on the other hand. I enjoy watching the l i tt le croppies squ irm. I 
love spend i ng an e\ cning in my easy chair read i ng the latest 
corny c i rc le magazine with a few beers. You shou ld see them on 
the I n ternet ! They sq uabble amongst themselves l i ke 
undiscipl ined ch i ldren. The real phenomenon has a l l  but 
d isappeared from thei r  radar because of their jealous egos! My 
friend l i kes it  that \\a� too. you can be sure:· 

Smi l ing cruel ly. he added. "We've got them a l l  battered and 
bru ised by their i n fighti ng. and their cred i b i l i ty with the rest of 
the world is hangi ng on a thread. so our l i tt le v ideo could fin ish 
them ofT completely:· He fl i cked a bi t  of ash off h i s  b lack 
shi rtsleeves. as i f ridding h i msel f of a  bothersome i nsect. "Now. 
memorise part of the Ordnance map. Here 's  ()J i ver"s Cast le. and 
here 's  the pub where the c irc le lovers go . . . . . .  :· 

Ba.ckgro-un..d 

Is there anyone in the Cropci rc le un i verse who doesn "t knov.· 
about the chap who mysteriously appeared and then d isappeared 
after c i rculat ing a v ideotape which purpor1s to show a crop c ircle 
material is ing beneath tly ing bal ls  of l ight at a place cal led 
Ol iver"s Castle. in England last August? Thought not. The 
brouhaha in the wake of th is  v ideo has nearly ecl i psed the c ircles 
themsel ves. u n bel ievable consideri ng the unprecedented 
formatior.s we recei ved last summer. 
Wel l . i t " s  possi ble I ' ve been c loser to the intrigue than anyone 
else. though I have not publ icly expressed my opin ion unt i l  nov.·. 
That " s  because I became con v i nced early on that the v ideo was a 
fabricat ion. and I ditln 't want to give any energy to the bloody 
th ing!  However. such a hodge-podge of con fl ict ing reports and 
opin ions has poured from the bottomless Pandora·s Box in the 
past year. that it is  my duty as a journal i st to report the story as I 
experienced it .  
The l ast straw was the phrase ·sh i te and unveri fied d i rt'  in  a 
recent letter to the ed i tor of an otherwi se exce l lent  c i rcle 
magazi ne. phrases that were used to describe a sincere 
researcher· s find ings of fraud in the v ideo atlair. That won ' t  do! 
In the C i rc le-makers name. I must stand up and be counted and 
tel l the saga as I experienced it in  the wan ing heat of that 
amazing summer. 

The lVIel!ll!l&.ge 

lt began on the foggy morn i ng of August 11th 1996. when 
tantal i s ing phone messages were left for me at The Barge I nn. a 
piJb in W i l tsh i re which is a popu lar meet ing place tor crop c ircle 
researchers. ( I  wasn' t  told at the t i me that s imi lar messages had 
been left for others too. ) 
The cal ler. who gave h i s  name as Jonathan Wheyle igh. briefly 
descri bed to Lee Winterson (a dark and enigmat ic  v ideographer) 
and pub manager June Potts. how he had been camping at the 
anc ient h i l l  fort known as Ol iver's Cast le. some I 0 m i les away 
and had seen and \ ideoed bal ls  of l ight fly ing over the field 
below. after which he rea l ised there was a crop c i rcle in  the field 
which had not been there before! Presumably because I am an 
American m aker of crop-ci rc le documentaries. he wanted to 
show me the v ideo i n  the pub that even ing. 
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When I arrived at the pub for l unch as is my habit. I got the 
messages and immediately went to see the actual crop formation 
with N ick N icholson. tht: good natured. c igar wielding editor of 
·circular Review · .  A six-armed · snowfl ake' design coul d  c learly 
be seen from atop the steep h i l l  where the h i l l -fort i s  located. 
Wh i lst the formation may i ndeed be gen u ine. I wasn · t especial ly 
impressed with its design. ( Some people wil l  tel l you it was only 
a sloppy hoax: others say it was amongst the best formed and 
most beauti fu l  in  h istory. ) Be that as it may. it's the video, not 

the circle, that concerm· us here. 
By the time we returned to the smoke fi l led pub that even ing. 
rumour and speculation were flying thick and fast. As the 
even ing wore on. and Wheyleigh hadn ' t  arrived. it set:med the 
phone messages had been j ust a joke. 

The Joke's o:n. lVIe 

A film showi ng a crop circle form ing would be noth ing less than 
a dream come true for us croppies. There have;: been anecdotal 
reports of the circle phenomenon in act ion. but it has never been 
clearly captured on camera. Not only wou ld we al l love to see 
such a thing. but if it \\·ere irrefutably genu ine. it wou ld  be the 
proof needed to demonstrate that crop c irc les an:n · t j ust a hoax. 
Thaf s exactly why someone with noth ing better to do would 
consider it a good prank to leave such a message at The Barge. 
and get everybody a l l  excited. So. as I O.OOpm came and went. I 
fel t  that th is  was indeed the situation. and looked around the 
crowded room. wondering if some shady character in the far 
corners of the pub was hav ing a good laugh at our expense. I 
decided to cal l  it a n ight. downed my fou rth Scrumpy Jack cider. 
and departed with a few other d isappoi nted croppics. 
Unfortunately I was wrong about the nature of the joke. since 
Wheyleigh d id indeed show up about an hour later. after last bel l  
( pubs ring a bel l  to let customers know when the l ast orders for 
drinks can be placed ).  The young man passed h is  camera around 
to the people who were sti l l  there. and they v iewed the excit ing 
shot played back through the ( v ideo )camera· s B& W v it:wfinder. 
Some of those people say that what they saw then was d i fferent 
from the video footage wh ich was subsequently given to me and 
Col i n  Andrews. (Col in  is the best known crop c irc le researcher. 
His report about the video in his CPR Newsletter. Volume 5 
number 2. covers addit ional angles on the i ntrigue. ) 
You can imagine how I wanted to kick myse lf  in the beh i nd 
when I learned that I mi ssed that first opportun ity to see such an 
h istoric v ideo ! Not only that but. Freddy S i l va a friend of 
Col in ·s. who was present. arranged for Whey leigh to make a 
copy of the tape for Col i n .  Boy ! Had I missed tht: boat ! 

66 I ':Kn. �he :Kn.a.:n. 'UITh.o aho� �e 

1t.gh�a" 
Three days later. I was hav ing l unch with a friend at The Barge. 
when a bashful young man of about 22 years sat down at the 
table with us. He spoke very l i tt le for about hal f an hour. and 
then he leaned over c lose to me and said i n  a hushed voice. -- r m  
Jonathan Wheyleigh. the man w h o  shot the l ights making the 
crop circle:· Wow ! My pulse raced ! Maybe I "d get to see the 
miracu lous v ideo after al l !  
He confided that. i n  addition to the tape h e  was giv ing Col in.  he 
wanted me to have one for analysis also. a job I '' as del ighted to 
take on. ( I  wouldn' t  have been so eager if I had known how the 
fiasco wou ld monopol i se my last three weeks i n  England before I 
returned to the States and how it wou ld plague me to th is  very 
day ! ) Since he hadn " t  brought the tape with h im. he suggested 
we meet at a secret location before long. where he promi sed to 
prov ide me with my copy. 
Continu ing to speak qu ietly so as not to catch anyone dse·s  ear. 
Jonathan told us what supposedly has happened at 0/iver's 
Castle. He said he had left the pub and gone to spend the n ight 
at the h i l l  tort. despite the fact that i t  had been rai n i ng. and he 
didn " t  have a tent. on ly a large piece of p lastic to cover h i s  
sleeping bag. Early i n  the  morn ing he  heard a strange noise. l i ke 
the c lassic ·electronic cricket " (a sound freq uently reported 
association with crop circ les ) .  The rai n  had already stopped. so 
he crawled out of his bag to see what was happen i ng. 
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There. way down in the val le: below the steep s lope of the h i l L  
were bal ls  of l ight flying over the crop. H e  watched 
d u mbfounded for a few moments. and then got h i s  v ideo camera 
out from i nside the s leeping bag where he had stashed i t  to be 
safe from the rain .  At first it wouldn "t work because of the 
moisture condensat ion ( most v ideo cameras have a dew sensor 
and they won ·t function if moisture has condensed i nside the 
mechan ism ).  Normal ly a camera must be put in  a warm dry room 
for an hour or more to evaporate the moisture. but. he said. 
··A fter a few moments the camera began to function properly 

..
. 

By that time the l ights had d isappeared. HO\vever. they soon 
reappeared and he started shooti ng. He said I wou ld defi n i tely be 
able  to see the crop circle forming wh i le the l ights fly around 
above it .  
After the l ights fi n ished their job they tle\\ away. leav ing him 
breath less. Some minutes went by. and then along came a squad 
of sold iers on a morn i ng exercise run .  As they ran by. the 
sergeant crypt ical ly asked him. ··Did you get what you came 
forT Who knows " hat the sergeant meant by that. but Jonathan 
said he thought it impl ied that the Army knew what had j ust 
happened. and he was frightt:ncd. So he hurried ly packed h is  
gear i n  h i s  car  and drove out  of the area. 
The whole t ime w e  talked he seemed nervous. his hands visibly 

shaking at t imes. He con fided that he was afraid  that reporters 
woul d  hound him. and he asked me to keep h is  name secret. ( By 
now evef)·bod: knows i t ! ) He wou ld only g ive me a n umber for 
a mob i le phone that belonged to a friend but promised to return 
my cal ls  ( which he d id  up to a po int) .  He anxiously asked me if I 
thought the C I A  or M I 5  might break into h is  home to tf)' to steal 
the v ideo. Si nce this tape wou ld  be the most important evidence 
for non-human i nvol vement in the c ircles. I repl ied that his fears 
m ight not be total ly unfounded. and adv ised h i m  to keep the 
original h idden at another locat ion.  ( M any people gave h im the 
same adv ice. and yet. weeks later he was sti l l  showing the 
original tape i n  his camera a camera which he c laimed 
someti mes chewed tapes up! ) 
Overal l .  I must say that John came across as very conv incing, and 
on this emotional bas is  I tended to bel ieve he was for real. and 
thus the v ideo was probably all we hoped tor. 
After he lctt. my friend. U lrich. a crop c irc le i nvestigator from 
Germany. who had been there a l l  d uri ng th is  d i scussion. said that 
he remembered seeing Wheyleigh. a complete stranger to the 
crop c i rc le communi ty. i n  the pub the n ight before the Snowflake 
formation arrived .  U lrich a lso observed that Wheyleigh had 
announced. conspicuously� that he was going to camp out at 
Ol iver · s  Cast le in hopes of see ing someth i ng. despi te the 
wretched weather. 
A few days later Jonathan cal led to let me know that he was 
goi ng on a tri p to France for a couple of weeks. and he would 
give me a copy of the tape when he got back.  I vvou ld  have to 
endure the suspense a wh i l e  longer! Meanwhi le. everyone was 
engaging in telephone wh ispers about the mysterious v ideo. 
Some said it showed a crop c irc le being born beneath a 
compl icated structure of l ights l i ke a Christmas tree. others said i t  
showed noth ing that coul d  be c learly seen at  al l .  

Vt.e""VVli..:n.g IT a.� 1a.s�! 
Three weeks later I was start ing t6 worf)' that Jonathan had 
forgotten about me. but then he cal led and suggested that we 
have a secret meet ing at The Wagon & Horses. The Wagon & 
Horses is a beaut ifu l .  thatched rooted pub near Avebuf)'. which 
used to be the favourite haunt of croppies unti l  the more secl uded 
Barge became the. er. . inn hangout. However researchers sti l l  go 
to the Wagon occasional ly. so it \\ Ouldn · t seem the best choice of 
a c landest ine meet ing place. yet  earl ier. he secret ly  met Col i n  
Andrews there too. 
U l rich and I arri ved at the colourfu l  old pub fi fteen minutes 
early. and before we had t ime to order drinks. Wheyleigh wal ked 
i n .  From a battered attache case he withdrew a VHS copy of the 
coveted v ideo and gave i t  to me. There was no v ideotape p layer 
avai lable at the pub. but John had brought h i s  camera along wi�h 
the original 8mm tape sti l l  in i t .  
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Like most people viewing it in the camera' s  eyepiece. a l l  I saw 
the first t ime was l itt le bal l s  of l ight z ipping around over the 
fie ld and then flying off. Then. lo! I rea l i sed there was the 
formation in  the fie ld afterwards. I rewound the tape and 
watched again.  ignori ng the l i ghts. and th i s  t ime I could see the 
design material ise. It lras beaut i fu l  and magical to behold !  
Then U lrich watched i t  twice. and s ince I now had the V H S  copy 
that I could watch to my heart · s content when I got back to the 
house. I resisted the urge to play the origi nal agai n .  
I dearly wanted to be ab le  to  use  the  v ideo in  a TV programme 
that I wou ld be making about the year·s crop c i rc les. but I a lso 
knew the footage wou ld  be much too important to the world for 
me to j ust keep it to mysel f: and I to ld Jonathan so. He said he 
was g lad I fel t  that '"ay. and suggested that I try to get it 
d i stributed as vi idely as possi ble. both i n  England and around the 
world. as soon as the tests had been performed. We u l t imately 
agreed that I wou ld  be his exc lusive agent.  ( He d idn " t  say that he 
had made that same arrangement with Col i n  Andrews already. )  
Then. into our supposed ly secret meet ing. walked Lee Winterson. 
Lee had also been shoot ing a crop c i rc le  programme that 
summer. He was one of the people who had stayed at The Barge 
after the l ast bel l that n ight when the camera had been passed 
around, and he wanted very much to get h i s  hands on the 
aston i sh i ng footage also. 
When Lee l earned Jonathan had the original v ideo wi th h i m. he 
suggested we shou ld all go to a v ideo faci l i ty that Lee used in 
nearby Swindon and v iew the footage on a good system with 
slow motion and en largement capabi l i ty. It was only half an 
hours drive a\vay. and Lee o flered to make a h igh qual ity copy of 
the tape for Jonathan. so that the original '' ouldn " t  have to be 
used any more. Jonathan asked me if he shou ld. and I adv ised 
him that th is  \vas an excel lent i dea. Before long we were 
caravann ing northwards in  three cars. 

On. "Ch.e Sio-�o 
The reader needs to knO\v that I have been i n vol ved in computer 
an i mat ion si nce the pioneering days. more than 25 years ago. 
I ' ve watched the technology evolve from its crude beg inn ings 
i nto the photo-real i st ic  d i nosaurs of Jurassic  Park. A lot of  
people around The Barge know th is  - I wonder i f  Jonathan 
Wheyle igh was aware of it too? 

G 

Then a tel l i ng l i tt le thing happened in th is  room fu l l  of 
equ ipment. Jonathan took the 8mm cassette out of h is  camera. 
went over to one of the racks fu l l  of many d i fferent k inds of 
professional v ideo machines. popped h is  tape right into the on ly 
8mm mach ine there. and immed iate ly punched the play button 
j ust l i ke he was fam i l iar with industrial equ ipment. Now. I ' ve 
worked around th i s  stu fT for years. but in a strange faci l i ty with 
so much equ i pment. it wou ld han! taken me a wh i l e  to locate the 
8mm player. I ndustrial equ i pment is  qu i te int imidat ing to the 
un in i t iated. I 'd bet dol l ars to donuts that he had prior experience 
with that part icu lar lJrand of professional machi ne. in order to 
recogn i se it  so dTort kssly. 
Meanwhi le. the tape was copied over to the slo-mo system. and 
our inspect ion of the footage began. lt certai n ly made a 
d i fTerence to see it in colour and on a big screen. The brief 
drama looked l i ke someth i ng out of Di sney· s fantasi a  the 
sprightly l itt le l ights glowi ng a bright. b lu i sh-wh ite. We watched 
them fast and s low. fon,ard and backwards. and at t i mes under 
h igh magn i fi cation. tor over an hour. 
The crucial shot begins with t\\ O bal ls  of l ight. which appear to 
be about three feet in d iameter. already in  the lower middle of the 
screen (A in d iagram) skimming c lockwise over the field of 
wheat at someth i ng l ike a hundred mi les an hour. 
Lee q uickly d i scovered a third l ight in  the scene on on ly the 

first frame of the shot. Tri v ia fans. take note! It  is  near the 
bottom of the frame (X on d iagram). to the right o f  centre. next to 
the trees. It i s  gone i n  the second frame. never to be seen again.  
About two seconds into the shot the crop format ion starts to 
appear. and in the extreme upper part of the picture another l ight 
(8) fl ies beh ind a tree. reappears. crosses the distant hedge. and 
fl ies towards the middle hedge. Th is  l ight is  v isib le only on good 
copies of the v ideo up to th i s  point .  In fact it may be d ifficult  to 
spot unt i l  i t  reaches a poi nt (C) where it  has spa,,ned a smal ler 
partner. 
Meanwhi l e. some fi n! seconds into the scene. the first pai r of 
l i ghts have swerved away from the crop format ion. one goes 
through the m iddle hedge. and they fly away into the d i stance. 
Whi le  i t " s  d i fficult  to see the effect of the l ight going through the 
hedge. we looked carefu l ly at th is  under d igital magn i fication in 

D 
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Once we arri ved at the v ideo faci l ity. Lee qu ickly got one of the 
technic ians  to set up the slow-motion and en l arging equ i pment. 
As soon as I started to document the stud io  with my v ideo 
camera, Jonathan asked me not to get h i m  in the p icture. 
rem i nd i ng me that he wanted to be anonymous. I said this was 
an h i storic moment and I wou ldn ' t  use shots of h i m  wi thout h i s  
permi ssion but he  insisted I shouldn 't film /rim at  all. He also 
asked me not to use shots of h i s  car. 

20 

the studio. and there i s  no doubt that. as often as not. the l ights 
go through. not over. the shrubbery. ( l t " s  not an electric power 
l ine that some researchers have suggested obscures the l ights. 
That i s  strung at an angle to the hedge. and is  much too th in  to 
cover them. ) This is important. because it  ind icates how low the 
l ights wou ld be fly i ng. 
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So. the l ights are only a few teet above the wheat. yet they 

throw no light onto the crop. even though they are several 
orders of magnit ude brighter than the ambient i l l uminat ion.  
As the second (B)  set of l ights fl ies around O\ er the crop 
tormat ion they zip out of the picture tw ice. ( 0  and G) The 
camera makes no attempt to fol low them as they gl ide near the 
edge of the fi·ame and then leave our v iew. Everyone who sees 
the tape remarks that this seems very odd. hard ly human ! I know 
I wou ld have kept the l ights i n  the v iewfi nder! Defenders reply 
that Wheyleigh must have been gu ided by the c i rc le-making 
inte l l igence to  point  and ho ld  the  camera there in  order to catch 
the formation of the crop c i rc le in centre frame. Later r l l  te l l  
you what I th ink .  
One th ing that troubled me greatly the whole t ime I watched the 
slo-mo and enlargement analysis. was the fact that the l ights were 
not blurred in the d i rect ion of their mot ion.  They shou ld have 
been elongated into fuzzy ovals. but they were qu i te round.  Only 
a h igh speed sh utter could have that resu l t. yet the pre-dawn 

l ight would have required a slow shutter speed especial ly with 
v ideo. ( I t has been reported that the l ights are appropriately 
d istorted. Wel l .  look at st i l l  frames and decide for yourse l f.  
With a slow sh utter speed each l ight should han� been elongated 
to the po int  where it nearly touches its own posit ion in the frames 
betore and afterwards. Al though soft-edged. the l ights are not 
blurred in the d irect ion of trave l . )  
I admit  I deviously kept these first problems t o  myself  for the 
moment. because i f  the tape was real. these were techn ical 
matters that video technic ians would be better eq u i pped to 
address than Jonathan (whose fee l ings might be hurt in the 
process) .  If i t  was a fake. I d idn · t  want to let on that I smel t  a rat. 
As soon as I got back to A lton Barncs I made cal l s  to i n v i te 
everyone v.·ho cou ld be in terested. to v iew the famous tape at The 
Barge the next two even ings. Count less people turned up as we 
practica l ly wore out the re\v ind button playing the scene over and 
over. I nevitably the pro and con debate began. At that poi nt. the 
fact that the l ights \Vere not b lurred in the d i rect ion of mot ion 
seemed the strongest argument against i t .  whi le apparent hand 
held wiggl ing of the camera suggested i t  was probably rea l .  ( I f  i t  
were a fake. we thought i t  would have been extremely d i fficul t  to 
match layers qf ani mat ion of the l ights and material is ing crop 
format ion \v ith the shaky camera - more on th is  short ly . ) 

The SID.ok.i:n.g Gu..n. 
The more I thought about it. the more the prognosis d idn  ·t look 
good at a l l .  Then. a tew days later I got a cal l from John 
Huckvale. who owns the Swindon v ideo studio.  He had 
d iscovered what I refer to as the smoking gun. His d i scovery 
makes it impossible for the v ideo to be anyth ing but a hoax. 
A LL other argu ments are moot and meaningless un less h is 

point can be adequately addressed. I shal l expla in .  
We a l l  know how movie fi lm is  a long str ip of t iny p ictures 
cal led frames. Video frames. on the other hand.  are recorded on 
tape electro-magnet ical ly. and so you can ·t hold the tape up to 
the l ight and see the pictures. The frames arc there. stored as a 
sequence of l i nes (wh ich can be seen if you look c losely at your 
TV screen) .  
Now here ·s  the crucial technical qu irk of v ideo that you need to 
understand to rea l ise why the Ol iver's Castle tape i s  a fraud : 
Each video frame is composed of two fields ( not to be con fu sed 
with crop tields). which are the odd-numbered l i nes and even­
numbered l ines that compri se every TV picture .  A l l  the odds 
( ti rst fie ld )  are scanned in i t ial ly. and then the even numbered 
l i nes ( second field ) arc scan ned. These fields arc recorded and 
d isplayed seq uent ial ly. one after the other. one fi ft ieth of a 
second apart on the Brit ish PA L system ( which d i splays 2 5  

frames per second) .  Each field shows the whole scene at a 

sl ightly different moment in time. They are effectively TWO 

SEPA RATE FRA M ES in their own right. except that they 
cannot be v iewed separately when you pause your VCR. 
When you stop a mov ie projector. you get a s ingle. st i l l  picture. 
but a frame of v ideo is  composed of two pictures. the fields 
captured a moment apart. If there ·s  sign i fi cant mot ion duri ng 
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that moment. you · l l  see a fl ickeri ng ctlect caused by the two 
alternat i ng tie lds. Try pausi ng a shot of a footba l l  in tl ight, or 
anything mov i ng fast and y ou \\ i l l  see what I mean. 
The balls of light on the original video .-.how no such flickering 
when the tape is paused, de.\pite their apparent hundred mile 
per hour speed! This cou ld NOT be i f  they were captured \Vith a 
normal  v ideo camera. any more than a normal c inema camera 
woul d  take identical pai rs of fi l m  frames without mot ion between 
them. This is11 't a matter of personal opinio11, this is a matter 
of fact. Video frames have t\VO fields. The l ights should have 
moved between each of the fields. They don " t !  
However. computer an imation systems c a n  produce exactly 

that result. I n deed. the best computer systems have the option 
to render with or wi thout motion between fields. but i t  takes 
cons iderably longer for the computer to render v;ith the field 
motion. I t  a lso takes longer to render the object b lurred and 
elongated. Time was a very important factor. because Wheyleigh 
had to show the tape at The Barge that n ight. 
At the risk of beat ing a dead horse long into if s next i ncarnation. 
consider. i f  i nstead of a v ideo. we were deal ing w ith a motion 
picture film i n  which the l ights d idn · t  move tor two frames. then 
j umped to another posi t ion \\ here they held st i l l  tor two frames 
before j umping again. and so on. Everyone \\ Ould immediately 
sec that someth i ng was very seriously wrong. The exact same 
th ing is afou l  with the Ol iver"s Castle tape. except the 
abnormal i ty is h idden with in  the two fields of each v ideo frame. 
If only I cou ld hold it up to the l ight and show you the pairs of 
mot ion less fie lds ! (  Yankees take note : Transfer of the v ideo from 
the Brit ish PAL system to the American NTSC system caused 
pseudo field motion in eJ.'e?' third frame because of the 
d i fference in  numbers of frames per second between the two 
countries· television standards. Seeing th is  you might eas i ly be 
con fused. but you " l l  ti nd that there sti l l  are plenty of mot ionless 
fields/frames to prove my case. Bri t ish copies made from 
Wheyle igh · s  orig inal tape do not have any frames showi ng 
mot ion of the l ights between the fields.  And. j ust to tota l ly 
confuse the issue. when an American TV show about the 
mystery was re-broadcast i n  Britain. the pseudo motion cou ld  
s t i  1 1  be  seen. e\ en though i t  had been transferred back i nto the 
PAL system ! )  

The Last; N all in. �he Co££i:n. 
As a way out of the mot ionless fie lds d i lemma the Bel ievers 
propose that. s ince we don ·t know what make and model of 
camera he used. perhaps Wheyleigh had some unusual k ind  that 
doesn ·t work l ike a normal one. Actual ly. there are special  
d igital cameras that capture both fields s imul taneously. and 
woul d  produce v ideo l ike th is ( ! ). but they arc made tor industrial 
computer v ision systems. and they are big and very expensive.  I 
saw Whey leigh · s  camera and it was an ord inary consumer 
model .  yet the defenders st i l l  hope that h i s  camera somehow 
worked that way: perhaps i t " s  aqtual ly cheaper to make a camera 
that doesn "t have to capture the two fie lds at separate moments i n  
t ime. Poss ib ly .  Truth b e  told. the v ery first. primi t ive home 
recorders s imply made two identical fields out of one. but the 
loss i n  qual ity wou ld make that unacceptable by today · s  
standards. 
Then, i n  A pril,  I discovered J>roof that Wheyleigh 's camera 
works normally.  In the shot j ust before the fly i ng l ights appear. 
a zoom to wide angle of the val ley below shows there is a b lade 
of grass blowing in the wind at the bottom centre of the frame. I f  
you pause frames o f  that grass when the w i nd i s  mov ing fast. 
you · l l  see it fl ickers properly !  His v i deo frames show movement 
between the two fields. l i ke any other ord inary camera. (Note 
that there i s  no hand-shake in this shot ! It ind icates that 
Wheyleigh had a tripod with h i m . )  
I repeat: The lights were animated with a computer and added 
to the scene. l i ke Forrest Gump. as was the appearance of the 
crop format ion itse l f. I rea l i se that some an i mation experts have 
sai d  that it would take days or even weeks. to fake the v ideo. I 
don " t  know hmv to respond. pol i�e ly !  ( I  reach tor my gun when 
people say they arc experts! ) They · re just p la in .  tlat wrong. You 
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don ' t  have to be an expert to know that there ·  s supposed to be 
mot ion in the fields of a video frame. 
U n l ess the mot ion less fields problem can be answered. - and no 
one has done so. - all pont i ficating that a f�tke cou ldn " t  be 
prod uced in  seventeen hours. arc moot. 
Special effects experts and amateurs a l ike real ise that the only 
one real ly big hurd le the hoaxers apparently faced. was the shaky 
hand-held camera effect. I t ' s  true that i t  is form idably d i fficu l t  
and very t i me consuming to combine animated cfTects with a l i ve 
act ion shot that wiggles. I don ' t  deny that h igh tcch motion 
tracking is  expensive and might take days. whi le  frame by frame 
hand rotoscope an i mat ion would take longer and would ne\ er 
look qu i te right. However experienced EFX ( c fTects ) techn ic ians 
get a kick out of coming up \\ ith end runs around such problems 
and there is  a n i fty sol ut ion to this puppy. 
Don ' t  shoot the l i ve action hand-held stup id !  - Use a tripod ! 

Rock steady footage was put in to the computer an i mat ion system. 
so the animated l ights and materia l i s ing crop format ion could be 
eas i ly superi mposed. When a l l  the ciTects were fi n i shed.  the 
mu lt i - layered scene was d igital ly enlarged so about I 0% of the 
p icture expanded out o f  frame. F inal ly. the remai n i ng ' i s ib le 
area o f  the p icture was programmed to wiggle around \\  i th in  that 
expanded area and - presto - everyth ing looks l i ke it \\ aS shot 
with a shaky hand. lt would  not even remotely. requ i re the sk i l l  
o r  resources of a Steven Spe i lberg. a s  some crusaders con fidently 
proc la im.  The rushed implementat ion of th is  trick wou ld expl a in  
why the camera doesn · t  f{>l low the fly ing l ights. as h uman nature 
wou ld practical ly demand. My hunch is that the ani mator d idn " t  
real ise the  l ights would fly o fT out  o f  frame unt i l  the  later 
en largement step was carried out. and by then i t  was too late to 
go back and rean i mate the l ights to keep them i nside the shaking 
frame. (Am I right, John ?) 
I ' l l  very briefly descri be some of the other EFX techniq ues that 
were probably employed : The bal l s  of l ight and their graceful 
fl ight paths were easy as pie to create. us ing computer an i mation . 
Perfectly smooth curves. acceleration. decelerat ion and gradual 
changes in  l um i nosity are triv ial to control  w i th in  the d igital 3-D 
environment. Creat ing fl ight paths which have only to approach 
from the d i stance. then curve approximately around the place 
where the format ion appears. and fina l ly  tly away. wou ld  take an 
experienced computer operator less than an hour. If the l ights 
were ani mated to precisely trace out the shape of the formation 
wh i le each c i rc le appeared. then i t  would take much longer to 
do. ( Who amongst us wasn · t  surprised that the l ights d idn " t  
defi ne the  design? ) 
Superi mposing the l ights onto the camera shot is a non-issue. 
Making the l ights look l ike they fly thro ugh the hedges \\as a 
n ice touch .  The easiest way to ach ieve that e fTcct \\ Ould be to 
ut i l i se a program l i ke PhotoShop. A l i tt le  dab of colour that 
matches the hedge wou ld be painted over the layer \\ ith the 
l ights. The d igital paint can have adjustable transparency. so the 
l ights can appear to sh ine through the l eaves as some of them do 
rather than total ly d isappear. 
V iewers freq uently po int  to the l ights go ing through the hedges 
as an ind ication that the v ideo m ight be real .  because they th ink it 
u n l i kely that an animator would take the t i me to inc l ude such 
smal l detai ls. or even to th ink o f  them. On the contrary ! 
A n i mators take pride in coming up with subtleties j ust l ike th is .  
Going beyond the obvious lends authent ic i ty to thei r artwork . 
M any v iewers don "t consc iously notice the l ights going through 
the hedges unt i l  it is  pointed out to them. but sub l i m i nal ly. the 
effect adds greatly to the rea l i sm of the shot the first t i me they 
see it .  The best effects are the effects you don "t sec. as we say i n  
showbiz. 
A s imi lar subl i m i nal trick that shou ld have been inc luded. had 
there been t i me, is  interact ive l ighti ng. L ight sources i l l um i nate 
th i ngs nearby. and I ' m sure our EFX art i st \\ Ould have l i ked to 
put a glow on the crop below the bal ls  of l ight. In the pre-dawn 
i l l uminat ion there shou ld  have been at least a h i nt o f  th is. I t  
would  h ave gi ven t h e  l ights a m u c h  more tangible sense o f  
presence. In teract i ve l ighti ng req u i res many more variables and 
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wou ld have taken far longer to create than the l ights themse l \'es. 
t ime the m isch ief makers d idn " t  have.  
The appearance of the crop formation i s  q u ite another matter 
from the l ights. and there arc l\\ o  qu ite d i fferent \\ ays i t  might 
ha\ c been done. depending on whether the format ion i tsel f \Vas 
genu ine or hoaxed by accompl ices. I f  there was a conspi racy 
i m olv ing c i rc le fakers co-ord inated '' ith a cameraman and 
an i mator. then before am/ after shots of the field of crop would 
have been taken wi thout mov ing the camera. The before shot 
wou ld  be layered on top of the after shot. and the port ions of the 
top layer d i ssoh ed <m a� to re\ ea I the ' arious parts of the crop 
fonnat ion underneath. 
A l ternat i vely. in  the C\  ent that the crop formation i s  gen uine ( i n  
which case Whe� leigh \\ US a n  astou ndi ngly lucky fl imflam man 
with access to an an imat ion system. all he would need is  a tri pod 
shot of the fi n i shed format ion.  Using a digital technique called 
'cut am/ paste '. areas of the picture that contain standing crop 
are e lectron ical ly cop ied and · moH �cr to cover the \ 'arious parts 
of the fonnation . U n l ike paper cut-outs. these patches have 
edges instant ly blended and are ' i rtual ly undctcctablc.  Then they 
would be d i ssol ved a\\ a� to re,·eal the c irc les. one at a t ime. 
In both scenarios. a soft edged o\ 'al '' ipe wou ld be used to make 
the big c i rc le appear to expand from the middle .  The swir l ing 
dTect some people report they sec. ,,-ould req uire an addi t ional 
an i mated layer part !� d issol ved in under the oval '' i pe. The tact 
that the edges of the expand ing c i rc les aren · t  seen unt i l  they 
reach fu l l  s ize is a consequence of the ·d i ssol ve-reveal " 
tech n ique. An i mat ing expanding edges for a l l  the c i rc les \vould 
ha\ 'e  been proh ib i t i \ C. t ime \\ isc.  

Ji.In. Dile�t;so 

The most impressi ve tech n ical anal� s is  on the ' ideo has been 
done by J i m  Di lcttso. a '' e l l  known American specia l ist who has 
stud ied h undreds of U FO tapes and fi lms in recent years. On a 
Sightings TV show '' here I gan� the \ ideo a thumbs down. he 
gav e it a thumbs up.  
J im concentrated on the 11on-image portions of the video signal 
( the \ ert ical interval .  b lank ing pulse. sub carrier. back porch and 
pedestal ). and he reported no C\ idcnce of  i t  having ever been in 
the digi tal  rea lm.  If the v ideo had been man ipu lated b� a 
computer there should have been a digital ji11gerprint there. but 
there was none. When I d i scussed th is \\ ith h i m  on the phone. he 
a l lowed that i t  wou ld be possible to e l im inate such te l l -tale 
d igital  traces. but said i t  would take soph isticated eq u ipment that 
\\ Ouldn ·t be found in a nonnal ani mat ion stud io.  A lthough th is  
suggests a deeper conspi rac� ( the C I A  out  to get us?) I recently 
thought o f  a low-tech sol ut ion to the problem ( \\ h ich I \Von · t  
re--.-eal .  lest other m isch ief makers gi \ c  it a go ). I "  m st i l l  certain 
the whole job cou ld be pu l led ofT in  a modest d igital fac i l i ty.  
At the t ime that J im and I tal ked. I hadn · t d iscovered the rapid ly 
mm ing b lade of grass that prm cs Wheylcigh · s camera captured 
frames/fields in the normal manner. so J i m conjectured that a 
camera capable of tak ing s imul taneous tields might have been 
used . He d idn · t  h ide the fact that th i s  \\ as a serious quest ion.  He 
a lso adm itted he '' as suspic ious of the tact that the camera 
doesn " t  fo l low the l ights. but is  pointed exactly \\ here the crop 
fonnat ion w i l l  appear. 

Ti.In.el.i.:n..e �o Decep�i.o:n.. 
Having \\ Orked '' i th accompl i shed computer an imators on 
hundreds of TV commercials  and some movies. I submit. with 
con fidence. the foi l  m\ ing conser\'at i '  c t ime I ine for creat ing the 
O l i \ er·s Cast le  L ights Vi deo : 
5 .00a m - Shot of crop format ion taken 
8 .00am - Arri ve at studio ( perhaps as tar away as Bristol ) 
9.00am - V ideo footage d igi t ised and ed ited 
I O.OOam - Colour and shape of l ights experi mented with 
I 0 .30am - L ight paths created 
J l .OOam - Crop c i rc le  materia l i sation dTects 
3 . 00pm - Digital pai nt-box work for l ights go ing through hedges 
4 .00pm - Camera-shake efTect added 
5 .00pm - Removal of d igital e\ idcnce from ' ideo signal 
6.00pm - Job completed 
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The ti n i shed tape could have been at The Barge by 9.00pm 
(al lowing three hours travel again ). S i nce Wheyleigh d idn · t  
actual ly get there unt i l  alter I I .OOpm that n ight. that gi ves the 
an i mator an addi t ional two hours to pol i sh his handiwork (I  don · t  
t h i n k  Wheyleigh h imsel f  was t h e  an i mator. he wou ld have been 
exhausted from his rainy n ight watch on the h i l l  and all the 
driv ing) .  
Photographer Busty Taylor has pointed out that the shadow angle 
i n  the scene impl ies the shot was taken i n  the afternoon. rather 
than the morn ing. He may wel l be right. If so. then the shot 
would have had to be darkened and colourised to make i t  look 
l ike early morn ing. This would on ly add about fifteen minutes to 
the EFX job. But the loss of seven hours or so working t i me. due 
to the late acqu isi t ion of the footage would requ i re the an i mation 
studio to be nearby. 
I know there have been t ime est i mates by the Oscar w i n n i ng J i m  
Henson company and other spec ial effects experts that would  
ru le out  creat ing a fraud in  one day. but r m  afraid they d idn · t  
t h i n k  it o u t  long and carefu l ly enough. especial ly t h e  sol ut ion t o  
t h e  shaky camera. Reverse engi neeri ng t h e  whole v ideo took m e  
a fortn ight. I t  isn · t  fai r  t o  give a computer an imat ion special i st 
the tape and expect h i m/her to unravel the tricks in a matter of 
hours. Ah. but .  I hear someone say. expert · X ·  had the tape for 
so-many days. and said it wou ld be impossible to make it qu ickly 
enough. Yes. but were the experts as obsessed with our 
conundrum as we are. or were they perhaps busy with their own 
work most of the t i me? r l l  bet that none spent hal f a day on the 
problem. 
Also. un less the person i s  very wel l versed i n  computer 
an i mation. it doesn · t  matter how long they puzzle over it. For 
example. a rather wel l known mot ion picture d i rector. who i s  
fam i l iar v.: i th U FOs (who · l l  remain namekss t o  spare 
embarrassment). stated that after several viewings he thought the 
v ideo had to be real because. to make i t. the video would first 
have to be transferred to film, and the E FX done in that 
medium, before transferring back to video tape again and the 
developing t ime alone wou ld precl ude a hoax being done i n  one 
day. This accompl ished Hol lywood professional went on to talk 
about rear-scre�n projection and other ti l m  EFX techniques. and 
obviously hadn · t  a c l ue about the recent advances o f  d igital 
technology. 
Wel L  Hol lywood is where I worked for nearly 20 years with the 
very best computer an imators. I was on a fi rst name bas i s  with 
several of the guys who would later go on to form the d igi ta l  
EFX d iv i sion George Lucas' at I ndustrial L ight & Magic. back in  
the days when they \vere struggl i ng to surv i ve. W h i lst I haven · t  
bothered them with the v ideo. I have shown the tape to other 
friends in the business \vho are also keen on crop c i rc les and they 
agree with my analysis .  They saw the shot a few t i mes. I told 
them how I thought i t  was done. they watched i t  again.  and they 
said, .. R ight ! 

.. 
( Thaf s not cheat ing. we aren ·t  test ing them to see 

if they can figure the th ing out for themsel ves. l i ke a qu iz  show. 
We want to resolve the issue of the rea l i ty of the l ights making 
the crop format ion at  01 i ver · s Cast le. ) These are people who 
would not have been afraid to tel l me if they thought I was 
wrong. 

�y Don.'� Yo'D Pro"V"e You 

Co'U.Id Do It;, Pet;e:r? 
I ' ve been challenged to exactly dupl icate the v ideo i n  the 
requ i red t i me-frame using my own shot of the Ol iver·s Castle 
formation. That is  an in nocent. but i mpossib le demand. The 
tricksters had no restrictions imposed upon them except that the 
tin ished shot look bel ievable. J ust consider the tl ight paths of 
the l ights: With in  very wide aesthet ic l imi ts. the l ights they 
created could go anywhere. at any speed - no problems. mate!  
To prec isely match those part icular fl ight paths  would  requ i re 
many more hours of work. The d isso l ves reveal ing the crop 
format ion would take several t i mes longer to dupl icate preci sely.  
I n  fact, j ust matching the colour scheme of the landscape would  
be a real pain .  
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A rea l i st ic  looking approximation cou ld  defi n itely b e  done i n  the 
t i me-frame. but not a strict repl ica. Nevertheless. my chal lenger 
ins isted that would not be sat isfactory. 
A l though studio t ime with all the proper eq u ipment costs 
h undreds of do l l ars an hour. I m ight have gotten the t ime donated 
to create an approx i mation of the v ideo. if I asked for i t. but I 
won ·t go in to that kind of deep debt of obl igat ion. just to have 
the · Bel ievers· point ing to every l i tt le dev iation in my effort as 
· proof that the Wheyle igh tape is genu i ne. 
That ' s  what happened to Pau l Vigay. a man with very l i mi ted 
an imation experience and a home computer. when he took a stab 
at i t  one day. W h i le h i s  resu l t  is  defin i tely flawed. I congratu late 
h i m  on coming reasonably c lose to the mark. especial ly since he 
had never done anyth ing l ike i t  before. It borders on i mmoral to 
compare h i s  experi ment to The V ideo without point ing th is  out. 
as some have done. 
Even dupl icat i ng the original exact(l' would  only prove that it 
could be done. not that the Wheyleigh tape itse lf  was necessari ly 
faked . 
I n  the case of the O l i ver"s Cast le tape. the proof of forgery is the 
incontestable lack of mot ion by the l ights between the v ideo 
fields .  Period. A l l  the other odd i t ies are gravy. 

Clin.gin.g To The Last; 8-t;:ra:w�r& 
Desperate to sal \  age the supernatural mystery of the v ideo. some 
Bel ievers have suggested that the C i rcle-Makers somehow 
caused the field/frame aberrat ions on purpose. Wel l ( sigh ! ). I 
concur that it would be tr iv ia l  for an advanced technology to 
detect when Wheyleigh · s camera was about  to capture each 
frame. then posit ion motion less. ant i -gravity bal l s  of l ight. wh i le 
the two v ideo fields were recorded. and reposit ion them for each 
succeeding frame ( l ike some extraterrestrial Wal l ace & Grommet 
c lay animat ion ) . .  B ut. why? To i mpress us with their av•esome 
powers by creat i ng a mind-boggl i ng puzzle of course! 
One of the people who has put th i s  theory to me i s  a computer 
and v ideo-sav\ y  professional who concl uded. --we just don ' t  
know t h e  mot i vations of t h e  i ntel l igence w e  are contemplat i ng 

..
. 

I must say it i sn ·t absol utely. utterly i nconcei vable that we are 
bei ng tested somehow. perhaps as to our blimlfaith. 
Somehow I doubt i t .  Con front i ng us mere h umans with a v ideo 
aberration that exactly m i m ics the appearance of computer 
ani mation woul d  be very unfair !  The C i rcle-Makers know us 
wel l  enough to rea l i se that such an underhanded trick would  only 
cause con fusion and acrimonious arguments amongst us. The i r  
renowned sense of h umour i s  subtle. b u t  n o t  sadi st ic .  There 
wou ld  be much better ways for them to prove their  techn ical 
superiori ty if they wanted to. they m ight have lev i tated the 
camera right out of Wheyle igh · s  hands and tlown it out and 
around. fol lowing the l ights! A lso. wh i l st our faith is  most 
certai n ly being tested by the whole c i rc le phenomenon. blind 
fai th.  I fee l  sure. is one of the th ings being weeded out. 
No. r m  sure the \ ideo isn · t  fro� any metaphysical source. This  
tape was made by misch ievous or malevolent humans. and the ir  
goal was precise(r to  cause confusion and acri mony! They've 
been laughing their  bottoms off as they read the magazine art ic les 
and the debate on the In ternet. They

.
l l  be sn iggeri ng for years. 

�eyJ.ei.gh. �yst;e:ri.o'U.sl.y 

Di.sa.ppea.rs 
John Wheyle igh had refused to give me. or anyone. h i s  personal 
phone n umber or address. He did scribble the cel l-phone n umber 
of a friend o f  his for me. and ins isted I g ive i t  to no one. He did 
cal l me back on four d i fferent occasions alter I had left a message 
on the answer-phone. Then. late in A ugust. I left a message 
tactfully say i ng I thought there m ight be some d igital art i fices on 
h i s  v ideo. He has never been heard from. by any croppie. s ince. 
To no ava i l .  l ldl a few more messages say i ng if his v ideo was an 
an i mation. i t  sti l l  \\ as a beaut i fu l  i l l ustrat ion of what a crop c irc le  
formi ng might look l ike. U l t i mately. the phone n umber was 
d i sconnected and reassigned to another party. 
As much as a shy person might have been h u rt by my message, or 
i nsul ted by the subsequent accusat ions of fraud that were 
publ i shed by others. that excuse doesn ·t feel ent irely right to me. 
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I f  you, gentle reader. took such an e:xc 1t 1 11g shot of unknown 

flying lights making a crop circle - arguably the most important 
shot in U FO/Crop-circle history. \ \ Ouldn · t you do .<wmething in 

support of the truth'? Personally. l " d ru�·h to the most respected 

polygraph authority and demand a whole series of tests! ( The 
CCCS would gladly pick up the bill. l " m  sure. ) 
He really ought to have the courage to step fom ard and tell us 
the whole stor) in detail. including \\ here he \ \ as bet\\ een 
5 . 00am and I I .OOpm on that day. lt would be reassuring to sec 
that his school and employment records have nothing to do '' ith 

high-tech video. or computer graphics. His phone records could 

easily prove that he wasn ' t  mixed up with those shad� characters 
in the circle-faking business. These measures would certainly 

intrude on his privacy. but he should be able to prove he is 

innocent and therefore a hero! 

I f  he won' t  come out of the closet. he could at least h3\  e a 
trusted friend take the original tape to the BBC for anal� sis ( not 

letting the cassette out of his sight ) .  

Beyo:nd Pil�do"'IVD. 
L3ack in 1 9 1 2 . unknO\\ n hoaxers put the fossi I jm\ of an 

Orangutang together \\ ith the skull of a primiti\ e man
. 

and Dr 

Arthur Woodward of the British M useum proclaimed to ha \ e  
discovered the · missing link·. Despite \ \ ell reasoned argu ments 
that it was a hoax. the Piltdown Skull hel d  a place of honour in 
the British M useu m  for several decades. Supporters of Dan\ in "s  
theory of evolution wanted desperately for the skull to  prO\ e 
them right. and clung tenaciously to the fossil. Ultimatcl� the 
skull was acknowledged as a fraud. but Dam in sun i' ed the 
tiasco. thank you very m uch. 

I am certa in that the crop circle phenomenon i.\· a genuine 
mystery, a n d  I do not enjoy bei ng in the posit ion of a d e­

b u n ker, a rg u i n g  aga i n st anything to do w it h  the magic, but I 

m ust speak my truth, w hether r ight  or w rong. The G reat 

Truth is not served by exaggeration, nor does it req u i re 

shoring u p. The veracity of the Ol iver's Castle v ideo has 
nothing to do with  the rea l i ty of C rop C i rcles. Like Darw i n, 

the  C i rc le m a kers a re doing j ust fine, despite - not because of, 

the v ideo. 

S�op The Press! 
Some 1 1  months a fter the perpetration of the video hoax. Nippon 
Television staged a ·raid " on the computer animation studio in 
Bristol where the \ ideo was probabl) made. Lee Winterson had 

discovered that one J ohn Wabe ( pronounced \\'a� -bee - rh� mes 

with Wheyleigh ! )  \ \ as co-O\\ ner of the studio. Although 
Wheyleigh/Wabe had bleached his hair blond and gnm n a beard. 
a photo of him from before the make-over was hanging on the 

wall, am/ / can confirm that it is the guy who gave me the copy 

of the tape last summer. 

While the Japanese news team went in the front door. Lee and I 
waited outside in the parking lot. expecting to be called in as 
witnesses at the crucial moment. I nstead. Wabe c fTectcd his 
escape via a back door and j u mped into his car. Despite his 
disguise. I recognised him after a moment. and managed to get a 
shot of him as the car sped away. He obviously recognised me 

too. because he did a double take when he saw me. and then \\ ith 
a big grin. he \vaved as if to say. · ·can ·t catch me - n� ah - nyah! 

.. 

The Nippon TV inter\ 'iewer managed to get Wabe· s partner to 
admit that Wabe ··was involved in the video.. .  1t \\ as 

subsequently revealed that Wabe has made a documenta� for an 
American TV company showing how he made the cursed thing. 
Perhaps: by the time this is published you will ha\ e seen the 
show. and the matter will hav e been laid to rest. ( The belie\ ers 
have suggested that the ·real" Wheyleigh has been bought o tr h� 

the C I A. so an impostor. · wabe· . would be free to debunk the 
miracle. Sigh ! ) At least I can rest easy nO\\ . k mm ing the 
· Disappearing Cameraman · has been found . 
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Firstly. I take my hat ofT the prev ious adm i n i strat ion for the M uch of what I saw at the scene of my first crop c i rc le  meant 
amount of work they were carrying out beh i nd the scenes. 1t i s  l i t t le u nt i l  o n e  or two more seasons research a n d  a rev iew of t h e  
o n l y  when i t  gets dumped in to y o u r  o w n  lap that y o u  real i se just photograph ic  ev idence I had col l ected. began to suggest aven ues 
how much hard and reward ing work has to be done beh i nd the of thought and threads of evidence to which I could c l ing at t imes 
scenes to make the organ i sation appear to run so smooth ly.  They of doubt. I th ink  we have all seen those who arc over protect ive 
carried out their '' o�k. often The text of a message 1 took to the AGM, Just in of their  own part icu lar theory. 
in cond it ions of grc�t case ', but due to pressure of business, I never got an paint  themse lves in to an 
cnt 1c 1sm at the1r  rt · t  t · , .  t "t th d .  h . i nextricabl e  corner from wh ich 
methodology and the man ner 
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the next available issue. 
genera l ly then only as con fi rmed 

any big organ isation there sceptics who seem sole ly 
are a smal l  n umber of i nterested i n  besmi rch ing those 
people who have to make d i fficul t  decis ions in t i me of cri ses or who have held the faith and cont i n ue in their  more open m inded 
need. They don · t  al ways get i t  right. but they at least are doing search for the answer to the conundrum of the c i rc les. 
something construct ive rather than rush ing around l i ke head less 
ch ickens complain ing that there is nowhere to put their hats! The new technology of the Internet with i ts Emai l s  and fax 

I would l i ke to thank al l  or the present ofliccrs of the CCCS who 
have offered their unst int ing support i n  a very d i tlicu l t  task and 
in  the manner in  which they have i mproved the lot of those who 
may come after us and the pos i t ive manner i n  which they have 
risen to the various cha l lenges that came our way. I t  woul d  be 
very un tair  to pick out any ind iv idual from the whole counci l .  but 
I th i n k  you w i l l  a l l  agree that Peter Henden has worked m i racles 
with the accounts. Barry Rcynolds has pu l led many a hot-potato 
from the tire and produced .. The Bundle 

..
. a compi lat ion of the 

events of 1 996 as wel l  as keeping many of us up to scratch and. 
as Branch L iaison Ot1icer. he was also expected to act as our l i n k  
with t h e  membersh ip  organ i sat ion. smooth i ng ru flled feathers 
and preparing documentation for many or our events. Andrew 
K i ng has mai ntai ned progress on our membersh ip  system and has 
i mplemented many controls that w i l l  i mprove our contact with 
the membersh ip  at  large. Joyce Gal ley has produced minutes 
with great sk i l l  and tenaci ty. Jeremy Kay has worked wonders 
with the B u l let in in very d i tlicu l t  cond i tions as dead l i nes come 
and go and last m in ute changes are tossed at h i m  l i ke confett i .  
Busty has r u n  t h e  Hot-L ine. a s  wel l a s  funded i t .  i n  h i s  own 
in imi table style. Changes may be necessary or desi rable. but at 
least he has maintained th is  service for us  in often barren t imes. 
when no-one put in any detai ls. lt i s  the sort of service that 
requ i res YOUR input to make it successfu l .  

As act ing chairman ( wi th a smal l  · c · ) and adm i n i strat ive 
Chairman. I have attempted to de-personal i se a posi t ion which 
has often been cri t ic ised for i ts heavy handed approach to the 
everyday runn ing of our organi sat ion.  Unt i l such t i me as a 
·proper" Chairman is elected. the counci l  has been select ing a 
chair operat i ng on a meet i ng by meet ing basis. On the whole I 
th ink  th is  has been fai rly successfu l .  I f  we find it doesn ·t vvork. 
then we can always change it back. or come up with a d i fferent 
system. If we can subl i mate our egos i nto a force for the greater 
good of the membersh ip  then we w i l l  have succeeded in sett i ng 
an example many vvou ld do wel l  to emu late. 

I hope that the forthcom ing year w i l l  be one in  which cont inu ing 
progress is made into the investigations of the phenomenon. The 
one thing we have never been able to pred ict i s  the way in wh ich 
the phenomenon cont inues to throw us  a curve at l east once 
every season. The Snowflake v ideo. The Mandelbrot. The 
Barbury Castle Mandala and the so-cal led J u l ia Sets.  I wonder 
what this year·s  revelat ion w i l l  be. Whatever i t  i s. i t  w i l l  make 
our own pol i t ical posturing seem very smal l  beer by comparison.  
Unless we wish to join the d i nosaur i n  h i story. our organ i sation 
must cont i nue to develop and grow taki ng on board all the 
chal lenges. changes and n uances that the phenomenon tosses our 
way as wel l  as the advances i n  technology that sc i ence otTers us 
in to researching the ev idence in  the fie ld and the vast k now· ledge 
l urking amongst the masses of evidence al ready col lected in our 
archive. 
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fac i l i t ies otTers us a means of propagat ing a n d  promoting our 
research i n  a far more eflicicnt manner and in  a way which can 
project our organ i sation to all corners of the globe. and maybe to 
all corners of the u n iverse for al l we know. Perhaps th is  
mu l t id imensional medi a  has  more depth than \VC appreciate and 
perhaps more than we can ever know. I t  i s  a med ia that we must 
explore as i t  w i l l  enable some of our foreign membersh i p  a 
greater opportu n i ty to take part in our counc i l  de l iberations as 
wel l as being able to access our resources in a much more user 
friendly fashion.  Counc i l  '' i l l  be exploring the possi b i l i ty of 
encouraging i nput at meet ings from our foreign representat ives 
w ho have to batt le  against the vagaries of the postal system at 
present. but v ideo con ferencing and the In ternet may present 
opportuni t ies for greater part ic ipat ion tor regional representat i ves 
from overseas branches to part ic ipate in  our de l iberat ions. 

There have been many cal ls  tor our arch ive to be put on the 
I n ternet. but we sti l l  have a long way to go i n  this endeavour and 
w i l l  st i l l  have many hurd les to c l i mb before we can carry out th i s  
project. N o t  least o f  these tasks i s  t h e  economic  one. Such s i tes 
cost money to set up and run .  They have to be funded from 
somewhere. we si mply cannot impose on the goodwi l l  of a s i te 

·owner· and in a hard-nosed real world scenario we wou l d  need 
to create a rol l i ng fund to fi nance such a web-site. Yes it i s  a 
good idea and yes we are looking at various ways i n  which we 
can deal w i th th is  thorny quest ion . YOUR subscriptions helped 
us  to set up our arch ive and the adm i n i stration of it must be to 
YOUR benefit  and not incur debts or expense beyond our means 
to subs id ise. U n fortunately the CCCS had fal len on bad t imes. 
the k i tty had become somewhat depleted support ing a n umber of 
projects beyond its means. 

Subscript ions are a form of contract with members to supply 
them with four  i ssues of the magazine.  lt therefore fol lows that 
enough money to fi nance those issues should be he ld in reserve 
at a l l  t i mes. in order to provide a v i able organ i sat ion.  Procedures 
set up in the heady days of a thousand or more members i n v i ted 
extravagant expend iture that tai led to take note of a dec l i n i ng 
i ncome. It has been our un happy task to pul l in the red carpet. 
t ighten the organ isational belt and prune out any unnecessary 
expense back to the bone. indeed back to the marrow where we 
can get away with i t .  In th is  we have been very successful and 
we are wel l  on our way to prov id ing a sound fi nancial footing 
from which we can once again venture forth in to the world of 
Con ferences and Scient ific  Research.  We have been abl e  to set 
up a strong contact with Manchester U n i vers i ty where the 
Director of Bio logical Sciences w i l l  be w i l l i ng to carry out 
research in to the characteristics of plant stem bend ing. A large 
Agric u ltural Research estab l i shment may also be involved in th is  
work i f  the find i ngs cont inue to  be as  in terest ing as  fi rst 
indicat ions suggest . There is no doubt that fund ing m ight be 
avai lable from pri vate sources. in order to support a scient i fic 
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study i n to plant technology. part i c u l arly when the \\ Ork of the 

B L T  Team becomes more widely recogn ised . 

M uch of the more esoteric research i s  ver: o ften of an u n ­

q u an t i tiable  natu re. o ften subject i ve. carried o u t  b y  earnest 

researchers \vho make q uantum leaps that the u n i n i t i ated fi nd 

hard to fol low. These researchers must a l ways remember to paint  

word maps o f  the ir  route and background.  othem i se the i r  \\ ork 

w i l l  never ach ieve the re\\ ards and recogn i t ion it may \\ e l l  

deserve. Bear i n  m i nd that you r  fo l lowers may wel l  hav e 

d i ni cu l ty in keepi n g  up and i f  they have to make a · q uantum · 

leap to understand you r  presen t  poi n t  of v i ew. your work could 

fou nder i n  a q u agm i re o f  u n proved and u nsubstan t i ated 

hypotheses. I have seen and heard prom i n en t  researchers in the 

fie l d  denyi n g  the e ffic i ency and efficacy o f  the EVM and s i m i l ar 

g izmos and I can sympath ise w i th the d i flic u l t ics t h i s  t: pc o f  

" b l ack-box · tech nology m u s t  engender i n  those o f  a ltm -tech 

approac h .  I t h i n k  the h i -technocrats probably fee l the same about 

those \vho wield their sawn-off double-barre l l ed coat h angers 

w i t h  such aplomb wh i l st con vers ing about the ·cthcri c ·  q ual i t i es 
of M i c had & Mary. or the re lat i ve merits of the · J Jartrnann · or 
· c u rry · Grids. Hopefu l ly the CCCS is a sate haven to a l l  aspects 

of the phenomenon. and al l facets o f  h uman nat u re.  Each o f  us 
i n  our own way may hold a s ingle. s i m p l e  c l ue to the \\ hole. and 

u n l ess we are al lowed to carr:· out  and pub l i sh our \\ Ork. ho'' 

can we poss ib ly  presen t  that morsel of gold to the eventual  

goul ash o f  truth? I t  i s  q u i te l i ke ly  that '' e han� al l  come in 
contact wi th  the ansv,:er to the en i gma but have fai led. or perhaps 

even chosen not to. recogn i se i t  for what it '' as. 

The new const i tut ion has offered an opport u n i ty f(x greater 
branch part ic i pat ion in the adm i n i st rat ion o f  the CCCS and I 

hope more of the branch convenors '' i l l  make an e ffort to 

part i c i pate i n  t h i s  act i v i ty that can on ly  be of benefit to us a l l .  I f  
we can proceed t o  focus al l o f  our energies o n  sol v i n g  the en igma 

without  hav i n g  to watch our backs. or worry about the agenda of 
others then we shou l d  be able to ach ieve great t h i n gs. I ha\ e 
been told that some people  arc try i n g  to j ost le  for pos i t ion to be 

the tirst to solve the phenomenon as a means to preserve t h e i r  

p l ace i n  h i story. I don · t t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  the wa: i n  \\ h ich a 

sol ut i on w i l l  be found.  M: own experience is that l i ke the b l i nd 

men and the e lephant. man: of us hold i n d i v i d ual c l ues and it i s  

only b y  putt i ng al l these c l ues together t h at we sha l l  c o m e  c lose 

to a sol ut i o n .  I know from my own experience t hat much o f \\ hat 

we see in the tie lds  i s  subject i ve and personal  to 
the i n d i v i dual observer. I know how d i tli c u l t  it 

can be to re late some of these controvers ia l  and 
exot i c  events. i ndeed if I " ere to re l ate some o f  

m i n e. I wou l d  most l i ke !:  get locked up t<x m :  

O\-\ n safety a n d  t h e  san i ty o f  others. I only ask 

t h at everybody be caut ious i n  the i r  i n terpretation 

o f  t h e  l atest p i ece of i n fo rmat ion .  It  i s  as bad to 

be a con fi rmed scept i c  as i t  i s  to be an avid bel i c \ er in every 

aspect o f  c i rc l e  lore. W h i lst \VC have members at both ends o f  

t h i s  spectrum. most o f  us fal l  i n  between these polarised points  o f  

v i e w  a n d  are m u c h  more open t o  aspects for or again st the 
various theories that r ise and tal l  w i th monotonous regu larity 

w i th i n  the confi nes o f  our fie l d  o f  research .  I o ften cri nge when I 

hear someone propoun d i ng a new theory. or suggest i n g  that an 

event i s  gen u i ne and then bas ing their \\ hole  the01: on t h i s  

pre m i se .  H ow w i l l  they extricate themsel ves c redi tably '' hen a 
hoaxer c l a i ms it as h i s  own \vork? I n  that regard. \\ h i l st I tr: to 

refrai n  from categor is ing any c i rc l e  as a fake or not. I h ear voices 

ask i n g  that CCCS p ronounce upon the gen u i neness or otherw i se 

of the 1 996 events. What too l s  we wou l d  be i f  we d i d  and then 

the Wessex Sceptics. or whoever, l eap from cover with a v ideo of 
themsel ves maki n g  i t .  I am aware that some o f  the c rop 

format ions we see are probably hoaxes. at l east in my est i mation. 

but what i s  a · hoax · .  and what dr ives hoaxers to expend so much 

t i me and energy on their " hobby " ?  Are they real l y  in control  of 
the i r  act ions. or are the� merely the wel l  t ra i ned and 
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orchestrated puppets o f  the · c i rc l e  Makers" ?  t-: ven if  YOU 
accepted that e \  er: cro p  format ion for the last seH�n years ,, ;s a 

hoa.x. : ou ha\ e to asl-- : ou rsc l f \\ hcrc d i d  the fi rst one come from 
for the hoaxers to cop� '? rhere is cert a i n ! :  a \ er� \\ Orthwh i le 

l i ne of research here t hat \\ O u l d  ampl: rcpa: the t i me and effort 
of a serious researcher. I f �  ou accept that no format ion is a hoax. 
then � ou ha\ e to ask � ourse l f  j ust \\ hat do these · so-cal led · 

hoa\.ers actual l: ach i c \ e b: c l a i m i n g  as " t h e i rs· the '" ork of some 
super being and " hat karma arc the: accru i ng for the grand 

reckon i n g  in that great c i rc l e  in the sk� '? 

Perhaps l i ke me. you hcl ong to thc m id d k  ground.  adu l t  enough 
to accept those events : ou arc happ: with and caut ious enough to 
set asi d e  t hose : ou arc i nst inct i \ c l:  · u nhappy · \\ i th .  I do get 
material  sent to me as ed i tor that I do not pri nt  i n  the magazine.  I t  
docsn " t  g o  i n  t h e  h i n .  i t  merel: percolates and grm i tates t o  the 
sate recesses o f  the hottom of m: mater ia l  harrc l " here i t  \r i l l  
fester u n t i l  I hand i t  O \ er t o  the nc\t  ed i tor \\ ho ma: \\ e l l  leap on 
i t  with g lee and \\ Ondc.:r at 111) hesi tat ion .  

W i thout sound i ng too paroc h i a l .  \\ C must q uest ion " h)' so many 
· m i l e-stone ·  c\ ·ents occur i n  E n g l and fi rst. onl: to appear later. 

often in a cruder f(mn in some fore ign fi e ld  fi1r away . What i s  it 

about the Engl i sh landscape t hat cngcndcrs these gl) phs? I f  they 

arc a natural phenomenon. " h: h<l\ en ·t  \\ e seen them before? I f  

they arc a ne" natural phenomenon - " h) 110\\ '? I f  they are a 

com m u n i cat ion - \\hat does it mean? Why shou ld it mean 

an:t h i ng'! What m i ght it  portend') \V ho. or \\ hat. is sen d i ng it? 

Aga i n  an opport u n i t) for research in the arch i \ e and in the fie ld  

for some aspi r i ng rcsean:her look i ng for  a suhj cct to pursue. 

Man: o f : ou arc a l rcad: ask i ng these q uest ions. many o f  which 
arc rhetorical .  hut I th ink  i t  does  a l l  of us  a great dea l  o f  good to  

go back to our rooh and re\ ic\\ our progress. You wi l l  be  

surprised how m uch � ou m i ssed the first t i me!  

On a more posi t i \ e  note I t h i n k  i t  i s  fa i r  to sa: that '' e ha\ e never 
been so c lose to a solut ion and h<n c ne\  er had so man: avenues 

o f  prod uct i v e  research open to us. rhc f(>rgc of advers ity has 

fi l tered out much o f  the dross and the re fi n i ng process i s  com i n g  

to a po i n t  a t  wh ich \\ C c a n  test the metal of man: o f  the l i nes o f  

research on the am i l  of rea l i t� . T h e  mal leab i l i ty o f  o u r  

phenomenon i s  g o i n g  t o  he tested b :  t h e  hammer o f  scept i c i sm .  

I t  '' i l l  b e  a t i me f(>r reassessi ng o u r  ' a l ues a n d  for poss ib ly  

reth i n k ing o u r  ' ie\\ of the ph) s ica l  " orld that  may even q uest ion 

the la\\ S o f  n ature that have governed and 
chan n e l led our out look for so long. I hope 

\\ c \\ i l l ? ' :  be man. or \\ Oman. enough tor 

•-' the job. We ma: \\ e l l  sti l l  have a test ing 

t i me ahead of us as some theories and 
· facts ·  arc f(nrnd \\ ant ing or t l <m ed. but i t  

" i l l  be a rcne\\ a l  o f  fai th i n  the 

phenomenon re i n forced by the C i rc le­

M akers" act i v i t i es in our fi e lds  d u r i ng the com i ng year. I f  what 
we ha' c seen i n  the fie lds  so f�1r t h i s  � car is an: i n d i cat ion.  then 

we are i n  for a rea l treat. Certa i n !: su ffic ient cause for 

celebrat ion and an i nd icat ion to all  of u s  as to \\ h) \\ e are here 
and \\ hat it is that \\ e shou ld be focusing our energies on.  I t h i n k  

the pri mar: chal lenge t(>r the C C C S  i s  the d issem i nat ion o f  
i n format ion t o  a l l  \ \  ho seck i t .  

J ust i n  case there an.: those " ho t h i n k  I a m  hcing a l i t t le  

amb i , a lent  and i n  Ill) role  as · Dc\ i l " s  Ad\ocat e · .  prone to 

d issemb l i ng. I am more t han happ: to state 111� pos i t ion .  Yes!  I 

do bel ieve in Crop C i rc les and I do bel ieve in the CCCS.  
Despi te. or perhaps because o[ the tla\\ s i n  some aspects of both. 

I enjo: the cha l lenge that each ofkrs to an: one \\ ith a gen u i ne 

i n terest i n  the \\ e l l -be ing and future or t h e  phenomenon and our 
organ i sat ion and I hope : ou \\ i l l  con t i n ue to support the Centre 

for Crop C i rc l e  Studies  and p ia� : ou r  part as it meets the 

c h a l l enges and exci tements o r  al l our tomornm s.  

George B i shop 
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��Le-t Us Re.-n...e:.n..be:r D:rago:-11s '' 
A Meteorological Connection In  C rop C i rcles 

By Ed Sh.e:rv�rood 
660n.ce :.n.a.n. a.n.d Dragon.& "''IVa.Iked hi.gh., 

.A.n.d -the Earth. "''IV&.& i.n. ha.r:n1on.y a.a on.e. 

Dra.gon.a "''IV&.�hed "''IVhen. iii.:D1e "''IV&.& "born. ou..ii of fi.re a.n.d da.rkn.eaa, 

Dra.gon.a l.i."V"e fore"V"er :n1en. do n.o-t;. 

There "''IV&.& a. iii.:D1e "''IVhen. Dragon.& fi.re ki.n.dl.ed -the hea.r"Cia of :.n.en., 

Upl.i.fiied iio gree-t; -the "''IVOrl.da mn..orn.i.n.g. 

"""a.& iio gl.i.:ft'1p&e -the :.n.y&iiery a.n.d -those bl.e&&ed by Dragon.& gaze, 

Loaii for a.l.l. -t;i.:ft'1e·-thei.r fear of -the dark. " 
Quoted exactly from the mysterious ' Messages• received by researchers at the 

'White Crow• Crop Circle Surveil l ance Operation. i n  June 1 989. 
TO � s E E '  A DRAGON 

During the early 1 980s a theory emerged offering a completely 
natural  explanation for the origi n of  many crop c irc les. l t  i s  
cal l ed the ' Pl asma Vortex Theory ·  a n d  i ts main 
proponent was Professor Terence Meaden : a 
meteoro logist . 

According to Professor Meaden. a genu i ne crop 
c i rc le  is the effect of  a ··descend i ng energetic 
vortex from the atmosphere. a vortex of air 
which i s  ion i sed to the point at which i t  i s  better 
regarded as a species of low-dens i ty cool p lasma 
producing a h igh-energy electromagnetic  fie ld ." "  

The P lasma Vortex Theory describes how a 
rotating mass of e lectrical ly charged air  ( reported 
as a U FO )  m ight form from certain weather 
condi t ions and topograph ical features i n  the 
landscape. ( See · References· ) 

M any people. inc luding myse l f  have 
experienced U FOs associated with crop c i rcles. 
Of the 56 that I sa\v between 1 992 and 1 996 
whi le  l iv i ng wi th in  three mi les of East F ie ld  ( one 
of  England ' s  most prod igious crop c i rc le  s i tes). 
3 1  looked · p l asma- l ike· : l um i nous. d i ffusely 
edged ' fi re bal l s · that materia l i sed i n  a variety of  
colours. though most often amber. or ·Golden · .  

and/or red : a n d  29 of those occurred i n  the same 
weather condi t ions. characterised by calm stabl e  
a ir, h igh pressure. h igh humid i ty. a n d  l o w  to no 
wind speed. 

W h i l e  not support ing the idea that crop c i rc les 
are created by weather. it can be observed that 
the physics of meteorology plays an i m portant 
part in the format ive process of many crop 
c i rc les. inc luding · rictograms· .  

UPON T H E  � LEY' O F'  

THE LAND 

Looking strangely · H i eroglyph ic · . the East F ie ld crop c i rc le  
p ictogram appeared during the pre-dawn hours of  J u ly 1 1 th 1 990 
near the v i l lages of A lton Pri ors and A lton Barnes. in W i ltsh i re. 
England.  ( F ig. I )  

I t  was the longest and most complex format ion to have appeared 
up to that t i me. the fi rst to i nvol ve ·c law-l i ke · and · foot- l i ke '  
design features and t o  inc l ude a double ·dumb-be l l " .  I t  was a lso 
the fi rst ·crop C ircle '  to man i fest i n  East F ie ld.  belonging to 
farmer and resident of  A lton Barnes. Tim Carson .  Apart from its 
un ique design and massive size ( measured at 405 feet long). there 
was evidence of : 90 degree p lan t  stem bend i ng ( i n  th is  case 
wheat ) w ithout a break or crease: · Gap Seeking· . a physical  
effect on ' downed · p lant flow when crossing or approach ing 
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tractor l ines: repeated e lectrical equ ipment malfunction ing when 
i ns ide the p ictogram. as experienced by national and 
i nternat ional televi sion crews with in  days of its formi ng: and 
· Tangent ial Geometry· g iv ing a preci se al ignment and spacing of 

• 

• 

0 

Fig .  I 

design e lements. 

DRAGON'S PL.A.. Y 

Natural ly curious about the symbols 
and their possib le mean i ng. I tried to 
· read · them soon after the format ion 
appeared. Nine months later a spark of 
inspiration lead to a startl ing 
d iscover� : 
The pictogram symbol i sed a forecast 

of the prevai l i ng weather over East 
F ield.  before and atler the crop c ircle 
event .  Th is  was represented by the 
double dumb-bel l .  and I n ternat ional 
Meteorological Symbols depict i ng the 
very ' ideal '  p lasma forming weather 
cond it ions that occurred duri ng the 
I Oth and 1 1 th of Ju ly 1 990. The 
formation con firmed and chal lenged 
the role of meteorology in crop c i rcle 
physics. ( Fig. 2 )  

T o  b e  sure. I checked the symbols and 
orientation of the p ictogram against 
national weather forecasts publ ished i n  
The Guardian newspaper. and hourly 
print outs from the · Met · stat ion at 
RA F Lyneham. approx i mately 1 1  m i les 
North/North East of East Field. The 
results of this inquir: completely 
veri fied its · Meteorological Message· , 
and that was not al l .  I f  v iewed 
metaphorical ly. and in an ancient 
cul tural context ( i .e. C h inese. 
Japanese. Egyptian. and Greek) .  the 

meteorological symbols soon took on other mean ings. 

� E R E  THE R E  I S  """IND AND 

"""ATE R 

Water. important in meteorology. has long been recognised as an 
e lement of the crop c i rc le  phenomenon. and perhaps not 
surpris i ngly. can be · seen in  the design of some notable 
format ions. 

The symbol used by meteorologists to represent wind force and 
d i rect ion is known as a 'Wind Feather' . ( F ig.4 ) As a symbol it i s  
rellected i n  many format ions . a n d  h a s  helped in  read ing them. A 
perfect example was the p ictogram that formed at the Neol i th ic 
s i te of  Old Sarum in  1 992. that incorporated wind feather 
symbol s  to create a pair of metaphorical ·w ings· and a · tai l "  to 
what I suspect to be a symbo l ised ·crow · or · Raven · . ( Fig. 4 )  
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TH E D R A G O N ' S  FO R E CAST : M ETE O R O LO G I C A L  

S Y M B OLS 

A C R O P  C I R C L E  "P ICTOG RAM" D EPICTING I N T E R NATIONAL M ETEOROLO G I CAL SYMBOLS 

AND EAST F I E L D  WEATH E R  C O N D ITIONS FOR J U LY 1 0/1 1 1 990 
CLO U D  

RAI N 
C rop Circle 
Loca11on: 
East  Field.  Alton Priors 
Wiltshire. E ngland 

WINO SPEED 
DIRECTION 

WEATHER 
STATION MODEL 

Pp 

pw 

CL 

PW: PAST WEAT H E R  

N • Cloud amount i n  'Oktas· 
0 · Dorectoon from whoch !he wind os coming 
F · Wond Force 
P · Barometroc Pressure 
p · Barometroc Tendency 
T · Dry Bulb Temperature 
W · Present Weather 
C H · 
CM · Cloud Form: Hogh/Medoum/low 
C L  
Td • Dew Poonl Temperature 

A C L U E ?  

Distonoon 
due to "Gap 
Suking·. 

* 

STRATUS 
OR FRACTO­
STRATUS 
C LOU D  
O F  GOOD 
WEATHER 
Formation 
discovered: 
1 1 · 7 - 9 0  

W i t h  i t s  · head · and · beak · point ing d i rect ly a t  Old Sarum. i t s  
central a x i s  rdkcts a n  a l ignment between that site and 
Stonehenge. represented by the ringed c i rcle. 

Old Sarum and Stonehenge are exactly six mi les apart --as the 
crow tl ies 

..
. \vhen measured from the centre of each s i te.  The 

pictogram shows s ix c i rcle areas of what was tlattened crop. 

Throughout the ancient \\ orld the Raven and Crow were thought 
to be the con fidants and messengers of  the · Gods·.  possessing the 
power of prophesy. To the G reeks and Rcmans the Crow was a 
' weather prophet' . In the Brit ish I sles the Raven was considered 
to be an oracle.  In I reland the ph rase ·a ravens knowledge· means 
to see and know a l l .  

Considering th is. could the  pictogram he  sa� ing: . . T h is is  a 

meta phorical message from the ' So u rce' ( al so represented by 
the ri nged c ircle),  once revered at a nc ient  sacred sites, from 

wh ich and to w h ich the ' messenger' of the G ods fl ies?" ( i .e. : 
a long · Ley- l i nes· ) Hmm. 

Incred ib ly. the � G iza Plateau also rece ived a crop c i rcle 
format ion in 1 992. incorporat ing a '' ind feather in  i ts design. 
( F ig. 5 )  
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Fig.  2 

RAIN (WATER) SYM BOLS 
• 1 9 8 9  • •  1 9 9 1  

L o n g v o o d  w� r r e n  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e • ENGLAND • •  ENG LA N D  

Hode r � t e  H e � vy  
I n t e cw i t t ;a n t  R a i n  Con t i nuou s R a i n  

• 1 9 8 8  

' 
1 9 8 9  

• •  Co r n h aoa p t o n 
W l n c h e s t. e r  

E N G L A N D  E N G L A N D  

Hod e r  .. t e  Dr il c z: l e  Con t i n uou• R ;a i n  
Fig.  3 

LOO� TO T�E EAST 

E.\ploring · Eastern Trad it ions · in tolk. lorc. legends. earth 
sc iences. and rel igion prov ides many c l ues to understand ing the 
crop c i rc le  phenomenon. espec ia l ly in terms of its impl ied 
physics and metaphysics. 

In Ch ina  where the ancient science of ' Feng-S h u i ·  ( trans lated : 

· wind ·  and · water" ). or · Gcomancy · has been pract ised for over 
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1 8 - 2 2  
KPH 

TH E 1 992 OLD SAR U M  -'C ROW' 

2000 years. the Ch i nese have long held the idea that the Earth.  
l i ke the human body. is  covered by a matrix of inv is ib le  l i nes of  
subtle magnet ic lorce. referred to as  · Lung Mei · translated 
•Dragon Paths' .  
I n  England Lung Mei correspond to · Ley- l i nes · .  and references 
to them have appeared in the design. geometry. orientat ion .and 
locat ion of  many formations. inc luding several pictograms from 
East Field. ( F ig.6 ) 

Tak ing each in turn:  

30 

• 

1 9 9 5  
Kennev i ck 

US.t. 

1 99 2  S i l bu r: y  H i l L  ENGL.t.ND 

l 
1 9 9 2  
G i z a  

EGYPT 1 99 2  
U e l s e n  

GERMANY 

'WI N D  FEATH ER'  SYM BOLS 
DEPICTED I N  

OTH E R  FO RMATIONS 
Fig.  5 

Fig.  4 

The maj or ax i s  of the 1 990 pictogram \\ aS al igned to Magnetic 

North. the pri mary · Geornantic · compass beari ng. I t  was also 
crossed by several Lung Mei .  and with i ts wind feathers 
· doub l ing· as symbo l ic legs. feet. and claws. the pictogram even 
takes on the appearance of a symbol i sed Dragon. traversi ng its 
path across the land. 

I n  1 992 the symbol of a · snai l "  formed . I later learned that 
sc ient ists have found that sna i ls  perce ive extremely weak 
magnetic lields ( Lung Mei ) by '' h ich they nav igate. Also. in old 

England a sna i l  was cal led a • oodman' .  which could mean : ·an 
anc ient surveyor of the landscape. a term gi ven to ancient 
· geomancers · .  

"LUNG M EI" DEPICTED 
IN 

EAST FI ELD 

• 

• 
• 

0 1 992 

• 
••••• 

• 

: .
..• 

••• 1 996 : •. •• •• 

•• • 
. : • • ••• • • .. . 

•• • 
. . • • •• • • 
• •• 
• • •••• � .. 
..• \ 

•.: • 
···· : • • 

. .. • 

• 

Fig. 6 
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And in 1 996 a spectacular format ion · m i rrored · . amongst other 
thi ngs. Lung Mei. by S) mbol is ing and combin ing the path of  a 
' Serpent' .  h istorical ly interchangeable with Dragon. and the 

Fig .  7 

.DR..A.GON'S SONG 

There have been reports of i naud ib le  and aud ib le  sounds 
emanat ing from the centre of  some crop c ircles. or from their  
v ic in i ty .  

On Ju ly 29th 1 990. at  approxi mately 1 2 pm. at  a format ion 
d i rect ly opposite the East Field pictogram. a puls ing whin ing 
sound i ssued from the centre of the largest of three c i rcles. 
( F ig. 7) A l though c learly recorded on aud io tape at the t i me as a 
d ist inct sound. it \\ as othcn\ i sc inaud ib le  to the three witnesses 
present:  R i ta Gou ld. V i ncc Pal mer. and myse l f  

Another sound. th is  t i m e  audi ble. is  known a s  t h e  · Tri l l ing 

T H E D RA G O N ' S  
F O O T P R I NT 

A S I G NATU RE? 
F ig .  8 

path of two snai ls. As John l ladd i ngton stated in 1 992 ( See 
· References· .  inc lud ing Dodman ). Lat in tor snai l is · He/Lr 
nemoralix· .  or in the case of two snai l s :  a ' Dou ble H e l i x ' !  
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And 

Callington 
Cornwa l l  
England 
1 9 9 1  & 1 9 9 4  

Lockeri dge 
Wi l t sh i re 
Eng l and 
1 9 9 1  

Blue Ba l l  
Ma r y l a n d  
U S A  
1 9 9 5  & 1 9 9 6  

D RA G O N  
S P O O R  

Sound · . or .. e lectronic sparrow··. as Col i n  Andrews once apt ly 
cal led it. Measured at 5 .2KH.  i t  is  a sound that seems · loca l i sed' . 
from a d istance. and ·a l l  encompassing · when very c lose. I have 
experienced i t  three t i mes to date. 
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On a · resonant" note a str ik ing correlat ion exists in an old 
Chi nese tale :  · Y u i  Y i  & The Dragon K i ng · .  as i t  describes 
Dragons i n  h uman form in  the process of changing back to 
Dragons: "All around them. the sudden chattering of the 
courtiers rose like the twittering and trilling of thousands of 
hirds. like the liquid songs ofjlutes or the chiming ofbells. In the 
pearly light, the courtiers · shapes seemed to dissolve and form 
again and again. as ifthe atoms a./creation were dancing. . .  

S IGNATURES ON 'T�.E I......A..N'"D 

Drago n ' s  feet have appeared in a number of impressive 
formations s ince East f ie ld .  1 990. They inc lude:  M il k  H i l l  

( Left). o n  the fol lowing n ight: East Ken n ett ( R ight).  just over 
two weeks later, and S i l b u ry H i l l  ( Centre). on August 1 8th 1 992. 
( Fig. 8 )  
I n  each case t h e  · too( was symbo l ised with three · c laws·.  which 
cou ld be a reference to ' Tatsu' .  a Dragon in  Japanese fol k lore 
ident i fied by three c laws ( un l i ke Chinese Dragons that have 
e i ther four or fi ve ) on each foot. Th i s  Dragon was thought to be 
capable of changing form and s ize at ,.,.· i l l .  even to the point  of 
inv is ib i l i ty.  I nterest i ngly. Japan was the only country in the 
Orient to report crop c irc les in 1 990. the same year that Dragon · s 
feet fi rst entered crop c irc le  design. 

Another twist to th is very · Holographic ·  phenomenon are 
· oragon · s  footprints · .  a term gi ven to areas of i rregu larly 
flattened crop. resembl ing · elemental " footprints ( f ig.8.  · Dragons 
Spoor' ). that somet imes precede or accompany a crop c i rc le  
event. and d i splay biophysical anomal ies characterist ic  of non­
man-made formations. ( See · References· ) 

A SIGN FR.01VI 'T�.E GODS 

' Dragon Lane' i s  the road sign name for a narro\\ v i l lage road 
bui lt on a promi nent Ley- l i ne lead ing both to an ancient sacred 
s i te cal led · swan borough Tump· and a fie ld a l i tt le way beyond 
that known tor its crop c i rc les and referePces to Lung Mei .  
( Fig .6)  Yes. we return to East Fie ld and another · s ign ·  of the 
Dragon.  

To the ancient Ch inese. and Japanese, Dragons were ' weather 

lords'  masters of the wind with contro l  over water. Their fl ight 
was the wind: their breath. the m i sts and rain .  Thought to be 
spirits that spi ra l led the sky and blew the c louds along. rest i ng i n  
regions beyond t h e  bounds of a ir. they were ord i nar i ly seen as 
the ever changing patterns of the weather. As great c louds. 
storms, wind squal l s  and w h i rl w inds. they left their mark on 
land. flatten i ng crops and causing rivCfrS to fl ood . ( F ig.9) 

KAKPSMtal l tt S  

< • t•"t.l  

MtA•tNCr •wtaun:.,• 

WIN D  FOR C E  
Eastern Dragons \vere said t o  b e  as fl u i d  as the e lements. and 
water was their place of residence. I l earned from Gerald 
Hav.·k ins  last year that ·AI ton · as in  AI  ton Barnes and Alton 
Priors i s  an old Engl ish word mean ing .. source of a ri \ er 

..
. and 

that the source of the Avon (a  r iver that flows with in  a m i l e  of 
Stonehenge ) begins at  the foot of East f ie ld .  
Many crop c i rc le  formations have app�ared i n  close prox imi ty to 
water. either or both above and beiO\v ground sources. There i s  
even evidence of a phenomenon very s imi lar t o  crop c irc les 

hav i ng occurred in the sea! ( See · References· ) Also. water has 
been a reoccurring theme reflected in crop c i rc le  design 
symbol ism since 1 988. Other examples inc lude: Stonehenge 
1 997: L i dd i ngton Cast le 1 996: Stockbridge Down 1 995 : O l iver·s 
Cast le  1 994: Cherh i l l  1 993: S i l bur') H i l l  1 992: F i rs Farm 1 99 1  
and East Field 1 990. L ike a stream o f  cl ear consciousness water 

( amongst other th i ngs) i s  reflected again  and again. as a key 
e lement of the crop c i rcle maki ng process. Another sign? 

Chi nese fol k lore says .. If Dragon tire comes into contact with 
wetness it  flames. and if i t  meets water it  b u rns 

. .
. In the damp 

W i l tsh i re val l ey kno" n as the · vale of Pewsey· anomalous l ight 
forms are not uncommon. Of those that I have seen. from 
d i stances of several mi les to a few hundred feet away. more than 
hal f were best descri bed as: ' P lasma Bal l s ' :  · P lasma Vortices · :  
· Earth-l ights ' :  · Amber Gamblers · :  · F i re Bal ls · : a n d  · Dragon ' s  
F ire · .  ( See · References' ) 

Dr. W. C. Levengood. a noted biophysicist and expert in crop 
c i rc le  p lan t  analysis. had th is  to sa� about pl ants sampled from 
the 1 996 Laguna Canyon crop c i rcle formation : . .  As \\>e have 
seen in  the past. this degree of change in  the cel l wal l pit 
d iameters ind icates the plants were e:xposed to a very rapid. h igh 
heat i nput. 

.. 
S igns of internal heat ing have appeared in other 

ways too. such as stem node swel l i ng. spl i tt ing. and expu lsion 
cav i ties. These eflects have occu rred in the stem node areas 
where water is most concentrated . ( See · References · ) 
On 8/9th August 1 986 in a mountainous part of Yamagata 
Provi nce. Japan. a single crop c ircle appeared in a rice paddy. 
That n ight a · bright orange l ight" was seen in  the v ic in i ty. severe 
te le, · ision interference \\ as experienced at a nearby house. and 
approxi mately 20 tons of water van i shed from the fie ld .  

At another fonnat ion that appeared on 1 8th August 1 992 near 
S i l bury H i l l . in W i ltsh i re. a metal water trough became an 
incorporated design feature in one of the most beaut ifu l  
pictograms to  grace the  Engl ish countryside to  date. C learly 
u nderscoring the i m po rta nce of water the trough had also been 
part ly_em ptied by the event. ( F ig.5/8 ) 

Fig .  1 0  
Apart from the S i l bul')· H i l l  formation referenc ing water i t  also 
consisted of n ine d i fferent d�sign symbols: eight joined by a 
narrow ring and one in the centre. I n  the mon umental Ch inese 
Med ical treat i ses the · Pan Ts· ao Kang Mu · . compi led at the end 
of the 1 6th century. and the ·N ine Dragon Scro l l '  of mid- 1 3th 
Centul')·. there were said to be N i ne Dragons revered in  Ch ina. 
One of the N ine Dragons. 'The Golden D ragon'  or ' Cosmic 

D ragon '  was gi ven greater importance than his fe l low kinsfolk .  
Said to be the colour of the Sun. l ike an Amber Gambler I 
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suspect, th is  Dragon was described as an e lus ive. en igmatic. 
august and sol i tary creature that d i sdained d i sp lay. Scholars 
wrote: .. He can be large 0r smal l .  short or long. obscure or 
man i fest. al ive or dead. The K i ng cannot d rain h i s  pool or catch 
h i m  ( l i ke we cannot ·catch · the genu i ne ·c ircle-makers " ). H is 
i nte l l igence and v i rtue arc unfathomable.  He does not go i n  
company o r  l ive i n  herds. He waits for t h e  w i n d  and rai n  and 
deports h imse lf  in  the azure a ir. He wanders i n  the w i lds among 
the heavens. He comes and goes. and at the proper season 
( Summer! ). if there is perfection. he comes forth. if not. he 
remains unseen .

.
. ( See · References ' )  

T h e  Golden Dragon also appears i n  ancient Egypt. T h e  fi rst 
re l igion of Egypt was based on •N ine Creation Gods'. and l ike 
the N ine Dragons of Ch ina one was dei fied more than anv other. 
Named •Atum'. he represented " The Emissary· of the N i n� Gods: 
the · Messenger of Messengers· who in one act of d i vine  
·commun ication · was said to  have given birth to  the  fundamental 
forces of the U n i verse. symbol i sed by the N i ne Gods. He i s  
depicted in  scu lpture a s  The Great Sph inx  a t  Giza. Did w e  not 
receive a s ign at G iza in 1 992 in the form of a crop c i rc le  
pictogram? ( F ig. 5 )  

Atum, The Golden Dragon. has also been known b v  other names 
includ i ng:  · Re-Harakht i "  ( • Re' pronounced r�y) was the 
Egyptian Sun-god. Herenkar, H armarkos. Teh ut i .  and the name 
for the · spokesman · of  the ·counc i l  of N ine· in more recent 
times: Tom. ( See · References" * )  

Discovered by V i nce Palmer o n  30th J u ly. and i n  keeping with 
one of the central concerns of Tom. and ·The N ine· .  a 30 foot 
c i rcle appeared in a wheat tie ld at a v i l laee cal led Palestine  i n  
1 990. situated only a few mi les from Sto�ehen ee. I n  1 995. the 
largest and fi nest to date n i ne ringed spira l  d�sign formed in 
young barley. its location near Beckhampton. i n  W i l tsh i re. 
c losely corresponding to the · Earth Analogue Site· of the · Face 
on Mars' .  also known as the · Martian Sph inx ' .  ( See 
" References· )  With its locat ion referencing Atum. and i ts design. 
The Counci l  of N i ne. the Knoll Down format ion was s impl ici ty 
i tsel f.  ( Fig. I O) .  From the · oragon · s  Forecast" of 1 990 to the 
•Gaia Mind' format ion of 1 997 ( Fig. I I ) arc manv non-man­
made pictograms reflecting "N ine·  and · Dragons· in  the ir  design 
symbol ism. ( F ig. I I ) 

LIH:E .A. :HOLOGR.A..lWI 

Formations l i ke the East Fie ld pictogram of 1 990 ( and many 
more not i nc l uded in  th is  art ic le)  are. in my v iew. created from 
the Psycho-kinetic Energy of our own Collective M ind. i n  
conjunction with natural forces and processes o f  the Earth 

.
and 

Cosmos. What I understand to be the • Infin ite I ntel l igence' 

( symbol i sed by N ine Dragons. or N i ne Gods) does not exist 
outside creation. but l i ves and man i fests through us. and every 
l i v ing th i ng. everywhere. al ways. In 1 952. via the Col l ective 
M i nd of Dr V inod ( See · References ' * * )  the · spokesman · had 
th is  to say about their rea l i ty :  ..  We are Nine Principles and 

Forces, Personal ities if you wil l ,  working in  complete m utual 

impl ication. We are forces, and the nature of our  work is to 

accentuate the positive, the evolutional, and the teleological 

aspects of ex istence." The Spokesman cont i n ued:  .. To be 

simple, we accentuate certain  d irections as wi l l  fu lfil  the 

destiny of creation." 

As we approach a New M i l lenn i u m  the •signs' of a world i n  
transition are before us, l i ke a ·course i n  M iracles· from 
humanity"s · H igher Sel f .  they reflect the language of l i teral and 
metaphorical symbol ism. and a l esson for us al l :  W h i le every 
thought , and every intention. every feel i ng and act of giving 
attention has an ·etTect" i n  a Psycho-kinetic U niverse. let us  
remember the  power of prayer and medi tat ion.  ..Let Us 
Remember Dragons 

..
. 
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© Lucy Pringlc 

£, Lucy Pringle 
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Coats of A rms i n  t h e  La n dsca pe 

After a cold start to 1 997. the weather changed in  Apri l to almost 
summer-l i ke cond it ions:  the sun shone with newly \vashed 
bri l l iance l ighten ing our hearts and awakening us to the rea l i ty of 
the new l i fe thrust ing itse lf  to the surface in  a joyous acc l i mat ion 
of conti n u ity and i mmorta l i ty. 

by Lucy Pringle 

Oi l-seed rape is a ho l lo'' stemmed and fragi l e  crop. nonnal ly 
snapping i f  bent  at  an angle of  40 degrees or more. W h i l e  

����������������������������������� vis i t ing th is  fbrn1at ion I managed to 

Barbury Castle A pril 1 997 -C l .ucy Pringle 

The fi rst arri val was the sca l loped crescented fonnation.  The 

take close up pictures of  one of  the 
many curved. unbroken stems bent at 
90 degrees. Th is  evidence al ways fi l l s  
m y  heart with joy .  

I t  is  extremely hard i f  not  i mposs ib le  
to bend th is  crop i n  a t ight ly curved 
man ner without resu lt ing damage. 
You wi  11 see from the aerial 
photograph that th is  format ion is  
ent irely curved. 

I al ways enter formations with a 
cc!npletcly open m i nd.  looking tbr 
evidence for which I can find no 
logical e:-.:planat ion.  Unt i l I find this 
evidence I am not prepared to 

recommend i t  as a genu i ne format ion.  

Flmver of L i fe adorn ing the landscape r-����--------------------------------------------------------. 

l ike a coat of arms emblazoned in the 
start l i ngly rich yel low o i l -seed rape. 
It was c learly v is ib le from the anc ient  
i ron age h i l l  tort of 13arbury Cast le. 
tov. ering maj est ical ly above and appeared 
on the n ight of I 9/20 Apri l .  Th is  is  the 
ear l iest recorded format ion to appear in 
o i l -seed rape. 
I vi sited it  withi n 48 hours of i ts arri val t3 
bury my bott les of water and despi t� 
many people hav ing entered duri ng that 
period, found many unbroken stems sti l l  
' popping' when trodden on.  
The mathemat ical prec ision throughout 
was immense. the crescents spinn ing 
around at angles of 60 degrees. and the apex of . the crescents Fig. 2. Stalks immediately be_vond the flattened crop showing 

discoloration marks from the base (Q Lucy Pringle 

·----------------------�--------------------�, . So where does one start to l ook for 
c l ues'? It w i l l  vary according to the 
crop. its age and the period of  time it 
has been al ready flattened . 

tapering to a s ingle stand ing plant in every case 
jig. 3 Close up of stalks immediately on edge of flattened crop 
showing discoloration marks from base. D l .uq Pri ngle 
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Few people  walk  c lose to  the perimeter 
of  a formation and i t  is here that one 
finds the most reveal i ng evidence. O i l  
seed rape being a fl eshy. rather 
succu lent crop. bru ises eas i ly and you 
w i l l  see tel l-tale marks on the first row 
of standing crop if any mechan ical 
instrument has been used. The use of 
an instrument w i l l  i nevi tably and 
unavoidably resu l t  i n  a ' rubbing' 
against the first row of crop. 
I fo: md l i tt le evidence of  th i s  beyond 

the normal effect left as the crop fel l  natural ly 
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However \Vhat was of tremendous interest was a d i scolorat ion at 
the base of the standing crop some 8- 1 0  inches into the standing 
crop taken from the sharp cut-o fT point of the fal l en crop. Th is  
brown d i scolorat ion extended approxi malely 6-8 i nches up the 
stem of the crop. There was no roughen ing on the stems and the 
crop was undamaged. On c lose inspection the stand ing crop in 
the rest of the fie ld outside the format ion showed no evidence of 
any d i scoloration. the stalks being an unbroken and cont in uous 
green al l the way up. You w i l l  also note that the leaves on the 
p lants showing d i scolorat ion in  Fig I and 2 arc hanging l i mp!� . 
whereas the leaves on the crop outside the format ion show no 
signs of w i lt ing and are tirm and erect. 
We have often thought that there cou ld  be an '0\·er-spi lr or 
' heat ing' effect from the force that extended some way beyond 

Formation at Oliver's Castle A ugust 1 997 
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the flattened area. Th i s  etlect 
has been sc ienti fical ly 
confirmed by American 
biophysic ist Dr Levengood 
and is v ery \\'e l l  
demonstrated in  a n  art icle by 
Nanc� Talbott. t i t led ' Crop 
Formations The 
Biophysical Perspective. · 
The Circular. I ssue Number 
28. Spring 1 997. in which 
th is  effect is  shown i n  seeds 
germ i nated from the 1 996 
J u l ia Set and extended area 
outside the format ion . 
lt is un fortunate that it was 
not possible to make a 
thorough im cst igation of the 
' F io\\ er of L i fe' format ion 

and take the requ i red nu mber of samples recommended tor strict 
sc ient i fic analysis. 
l lowever I bel iev e this i s  the first t ime this eflect has been 
photograph ical ly recorded using normal colour print fi l m  and it 
is hoped that my photographs ma) prov ide addit ional evidence of 
this · sp i l l -over' cfTcct that although not strong enough to 
actual ly flatten the crop. st i l l  leaves its tel l-tale traces. 

Freddy S i l va a researcher from America \\ ho v isits England each 
summer and \\ ho has been study ing th is  phenomenon for many 
years. con fi rms these fi ndi ngs usi ng i n fra-red photography. He 
has  found that " the  energy im oh ed tends to  bring out  the 
watershed and renewed gro\\lh in  the plants. 
I t  appears every time I shoot gen u i ne format ions. the i n fra red 
picks up the acqu i red heat: th is  is not so with hoaxed 
formations." 

\C Lucy Pringlc 
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CROP CIRCLE IN �NT, SU"IVI:IVIE R  1918 

reproduce here the oldest anecdotal record of a crop-circ le  
which has yet come to  my attention by · personal commun ication · 
having never before been put i nto writ ing. The i n format ion i s  
contained in  a letter and sketch map from M rs Joan Tookey o f  
Penenden Heath. Kent. S h e  was aged 7 3  i n  August 1 988 when 
she wrote to me. In a telephone i nterv iew she con fi rmed that 
1 9 1 8  was the correct year. Her father. James Lukehurst. born 
1 888. had been inval ided out of the army a few months earl ier. 
The grid reference of the c irc le site is TR 04-34 . .  
Having just read _vour letter in the London Daily Mail regarding 
mysterious circles which have flattened crops. perhaps you might 
be interested in a stOJ)' which myfather used to tell us. I was too 
young to have seen it myself as it happened just ajier the First 
World War in a tiny village bordering on the Romney .\larsh 
called Bilsington. seven miles south ofAshford. Kent, and seven 
miles from Dymclwrch. 
My father had just returned from the ·war and was an.:r:ious to 
start a bit offarming. so his father allowed him to rent a few 
acres of ground just below the bridge which spans the Royal 
MilitGJy Canal (the first field on the lefi afier the canal bridge 
when going south). I am not sure which kind of crop was sown 
there but it was either beans or oats. He took a great pride and 
interest in his first bit of ground. hoping to make a profit and 
kept a constant eye upon it to see how the crops were growing 
All was going fine but one day to his ama::ement he found a huge 
circle of the crops completely flattened to the depth of a yard or 
so. 
At first he was angJ)'. thinking someone had been trespassing 
there or camping for the night. He suspected g;.psies of course 
but even they do not enter a green field of crops. As he walked 
towards the damage. he lt·as ama::ed to find the ground which 
was flattened was perfectly level and the circle as pelf'ect as if it 
had been drawn with a compass. It covered a wide area. enough 
to hold a house. my father used to tell us. But what intrigued 
him the most was the fact that there were no marks of any kind 
leading up to the circle. The remainder of the field was 
completely intact. He had spent a long time fighting the 
Germans in France and was used to seeing bomb and shell 
damage but never anything like this. Of course. he immediately 
brought his father along to see it and many other local farmers 
who could do nothing but stare in ama::ement. Whatever the 
crop was on that occasion, it failed according to my father. 
although up to that point eveJ)'thing appeared to be doing well. 
Whenever I pass that field these days. I always glance at it with 
particular interest but my family think I am telling them a tall 
yarn when I speak of it today. Hov.·ever, there is one thing which 
I have noticed and that is that the field has always been a 
gra::ingfield since that time. 

i v 
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By G T Meaden 

.\(l' best lrishes in your study of this fascinating su�ject and I 
on�v wish that my father lrere alil'e today to give you his eye 
witness account but it certain�v made an impression on him. 

The precedi ng art ic le appeared in the pages of the Journal of 
Meteorology. Vol .  1 6  no. 1 5 5 i n  January 1 99 1 .  Those members 
who l ive in the area m ight l i ke to track down the tie ld and see 
what is there today. A l lowing for the vagaries of memory. i f  
there i s. o r  was . a local paper i t  m ight pay t o  see i f  th i s  event was 
reported in the newspaper of the t ime. You 'd  only have to skim 
through the summer edit ions for 1 9 1 7  to 1 920 and i t  probably 
\\ Ould have been a weekly wh ich wou ld make l i fe easier. An 
event that caught the attention of local farmers may wel l have 
attracted the attention of the local reporter. Th i s  letter forms part 
of the arch ive of T erence Meaden who sol d  it recently to a 
couple of researchers in Sussex. 

I n  l i ne with th i s  type of h i storical research. I have had a request 
for i n form at ion about a c i rc le  that was photographed just after 
the war at an airfie ld  in �outhern England. The enqu i rer has 
written up some deta i ls  of anecdotal \Var-t ime c i rc les as reported 
by fl ight crew as they tlew over them dur ing train i ng and 
operat ional fl ights at the t i me. In order to provide some factual 
p ictorial e\  idence. he i s  try ing to trace a photograph wh ich he 
remem bers being publ i shed i n  The Circular or The Cerealogist 
some t i me ago. Can anyone e lse remember where th is  photo was 
publ i shed? A rough sketch from memory is shown below. 

Bognor Regis  may be home to some early photographs of crop 
c i rc les too: as reported in Andy Thomas ' s  book, Fields of 
.\1ystery. Dorset researcher. Dav i d  K i ngston was giv ing a l ecture 
to an audience there. after which he was approached by a 
member of the aud ience who produced several photographs 
which showed crop c i rc les taken from the air over RAF 
Tangmere. U n tortunately Dav id did not have an opportun i ty to 
take deta i l s  of the address of the owner and the thin thread of 
svnchron ici tv was broken. Researchers in  Bognor Regis  m ight 
t�· advert is i�g. or i n v i t ing Dav id back to g ive a further talk i n  
order t o  attract h i s  attent ion.  

Reti red C i v i l  Serv ice organisat ions. other local Brit ish Legion or 
ex-RAF organ isations m ight seem a good p lace to start. Does 
RAF Tangmere have a reun ion group? These woul d  all seem 
ferti l e  ground to some avid . col l ector of early crop c irc le 
i n formation . 

We'd be pretty keen to see the photos too! ----) 
- ------�--:�� 

Rd'U.(jH giG_ 
lT"'F 11 I .S  SI' Aif /:Id� 
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BA.CK: ISSU"ES 
The CCCS has a considera ble n u m ber of back issues i n  the a rch ive. lt seems to me that many of you, pa rticula rly 

the newer mem bers m ight l i ke to catch up on some of the wonderfu l  a rticles a nd ph otos that have graced o u r  

pages over t h e  last seven yea rs o r  so. There a re a few gaps a nd some iss ues a re d o w n  t o  o n ly t h e  odd copy, b u t  

they w i l l  b e  suppl ied on a first come, first se rved basis. We a lso hold a few sets of postca rds of 1 994/5 fo rmations 

and some calendars from 1 996. Yes we know they a re out of date, but the pictu res a re well worth buying for the 

record a nd at a ba rga in price too! - twelve colou red pictu res of some of the formations that were i l l ustrating o u r  

crop fields in  t h e  p rev ious yea r. 
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Summer 1 995 
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Summer 1 996 
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£2.50 
£2.75 
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( 1  only ! )  
(3 only ! )  

( N o  stock ! )  

( No stock!)  

(No stock!)  

We h ave no copies of Vol .  I issues at a l l, when the magazine was p u b l ished as  part of the Cereologist, not  to  be 
con fused with the Cerealogist. w h ich is a nother magazi ne a nd o rga n isation a ltogether these days. 

We w i l l  su pply the a bove magazi nes at the orig inal  cover p rice plus post a n d  packing of £0.60p per magazine 

( M a i n la nd UK on ly, other destinations by a rra n gement). We wil l  negotiate prices for la rger o rders 

e Photo by :\la r�· A n n  Koch Submitted hy Carol Pederscn Calif. 
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IThe Tru:th, The �o1e Tru:th.. . . .  
Recently Co l i n  Andrews posted a message on the I nternet that he 
had sent to Roland Pargeter. Convenor for Somerset and the 
organi ser of the G lastonbury Symposi um. a l etter that you might 
expect to be a private miss ive between two part ies. The fact that 
he posted it  on the Internet and that he asked Roland to read it 
out at the Symposi um. suggests that he intended it  to have as 
much publ icity as possible. I have seen various versions posted 
on the I nternet by other parties who seem equal ly keen to 
propagate the mis informat ion i t  contains.  I wrote to Col i n  
Andrews request ing a copy - I had no reply. I rang h i s  U K  
number and l e ft  a recorded message - s o  far I have had no reply. 
I can appreciate that he may be somewhat embarrassed by the 
contents, but not su llic iently to withdraw the notice. nor to 
correct the untruths there in .  Roland assures me that he did not 
read out the message at Glastonbury. but its contents have had 
great exposure on the Crop Circ le Connector etc. and other 
Websites. Here is one version of the message a'\ relayed to me. It 
comes from Global C i rcles Website. It starts with a pro logue by 
G lobal Circles. 

.. Th is is being posted on behal f of Col i n  Andrews. who wishes 
h is  reasons for not part ic ipati ng in  the G lastonbury Symposium 
this year to be known as soon as poss ib le  to save any potential 
embarrassment. 

··G lobal C i rc les would also l i ke it  known that we fu l ly support 
Col in  and applaud the stand he is taki ng. We appreciate h i s  
courage in  dec l i n ing t o  speak a t  t h e  Symposi um - a chance to 
.. bathe in glory"· the opportunists wou ld  give their right arms 
for.'' 

(The next bit is Coli11 's actual message to Roland) 

.. To Roland Pargeter 

Re: Glastonbury Conference. 

I do hope you enjoyed your latest trip to I nd i a  and that your 
energy was replenished in  t ime for another heavy bout of work. 
back in England. I too have been away doing research and 
lectures in  Germany and Japan and feel  I cou ld do with 
recharging. 
On th is  occasion I have bad news for you. I have been observ ing 
the crop c i rc le fratern ity fal l ing deeper and deeper i nto total 
den ial of the facts surrounding the subject. Th is is in the main. 
the resu lt  of the infl uence of a handfu l  of magazine edi tors and 
new CCCS board members who are misquot ing and mishandl ing 
information for the i r  own agendas. 
Th is  unfortunate state of affairs retlects bad ly  upon the many 
good and wel l  mean ing members of CCCS and other 
organisations. Some wou ld  have us bel ieve via their I nternet 
statements. magazine art ic les and telev is ion i ntervi ews that ALL 
crop c ircles are real and that th is  i s  a proven tact with the only 
tools necessary i n  research i .e .  dowsing rods. Ample data 
supports that qui te the opposite i s  true. Many crop c i rc les are 
real and dowsing is a useful tool - but that is d i tlcrent to what the 
publ ic are hearing. 
The crop c ircle phenomenon itse l f  i s  not being served well by 
these people and the troubled media receive j ust the support they 
need tor their own views, those being that anybody i nterested in  
the  mystery is mad and the  c i rc les have to be a human new age 
creation to attract such oddbal ls.  I must say I think the 
respectable ground once ach ieved is  being rapid ly  l ost to those 
who are getti ng carried away with formi ng a new rel igious 
fol lowing. instead of keeping to research and honesty. 
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My hard thought-out dec ision was actual ly q u ite easy to come t o  
after I asked myse l f  j ust o n e  quest ion . Do I genu i nely seek the 
truth. The ans,, er has always been. and cont i n ues to be - yes. 
I can sec l i tt l e  merit at this t ime i n  present i ng my latest find i ngs. 
as excit ing as tht:y arc. to a h igh profi le  crop c i rc le event of th i s  
k ind .  Only to be understood and appreciated by a few and 
w i l fu l ly attacked and misquoted by the people to whom I refer 
and whom concern me great ly. 
I have spent many years now try ing to promote the sci ent ific and 
spiritual enquiry.  Yes. spiritual.  as in i nner truth and personal 
grO\�th as wel l  as knowledge. My work w i l l  cont inue. a l l  be it 
( sic)  current ly on a lower profi le.  My resu lts \v i l l  be publ ished 
via the CPR in ternational newsletter and other med ia when 
appropriate. 
I t  i s  w ith great regret I must d i sappoint  you and some of your 
audi ence in  G la<;tonbury this year. by not accept ing your usual 
k ind  i n v itation to speak. I do hope those lovely people I have 
enjoyed in G lastonbury w i l l  understand my posit ion and feel i ngs. 
I do wish you and your conference \\ e l l  and hope that as the truth 
wins  through that a change of spirit and att i tude w i l l  re-emerge in 
those who appear to have lost their  way. 
For anybody who wishes to make contact with me. p lease write 
to PO Box 3 3 78. Branford. Connect icut. CT 06405 - 1 978. U SA. 
Best wishes 
Col i n  Andrews 

.. 

= 0 0 0 0 0 0===== 
S i nce Col i n  decl ines to answer my commun icat ions. I write here 
an open answer to h i s  open letter. I w i l l  respond paragraph by 
paragraph tor greater c larity 

Para 2 - As a new member of C(CS Counc i l  AND an Edi tor. I 
m ust assume that I am being targeted part icu larly. I chal l enge 
Col in Andrews to produce any m i sq uoting o f  i n formation. or 
m i shandl ing of i n format ion tor my own agenda. In fact I 
chal lenge Col i n  Andrews to reve(\1 any i mpropriety of m i ne that 
he may be aware o f  
Para 3 - F ar from bel ieving that ALL crop c i rc les are gen u i ne, I 
preach caution to everybody who w i l l  l isten. and my opin ions of 
dowsing the veraci ty of a c i rcle. are wel l  known .VOT to i nc lude 
dowsabi l ity as proof posit ive of the gen u i neness or otherwise of 
any crop format ion.  As Editor I usual ly act as ·dev i l ' s  d isc ip le '  
to AXY point of v iew. i n  order that everybody takes as broad a 
v iew of anyth ing they may read of or hear with i n  th is  
organi sation as  possi ble. 
Para 4 - I am qu ite happy to be thought of as mad. a crank or 
eccentric. j ust as long as people leave me alone to get on with my 
research. I have no rel igious aspi rat ions but I wonder who is  not 
keepi ng to research or honesty h�re'? How many t imes have I 
heard it said · Andrews & Delgado are keepi ng someth ing to 
themselves about the evidence they col lected ' .  -purported ly i n  
order n o t  t o  assist the hoaxers. 
Para 5 - Th is  paragraph does not sit com fortably with the 
ev idence. 
Para 6 - I have never. nor have members of the new counc i l  of 
CCCS. as far as I know. attacked or misquoted Col i n  Andrews in 
any shape or form so he need not concern h i mself on our beha lf. 
Yes. I w i l l  cal l  a spade a b loody shovel. and I w i l l  expose double 
standards and dupl ic i ty where ever I encounter it. that i s  my duty 
as Counc i l l or and Ed i tor of th is Ofgan i sat ion to the membersh ip  
who must e i ther trust us - or replace us!  
Para 7 - Col i n  obviously has a great deal  of work to do i n  th is  
department.  The i n tormation h ighway is  a t\vo-way street. the 
i n format ion h i ghway to Col i n  Andrews address appears to be a 
one-way cu i -de-sac. 
Para 8 - I concur wholehearted ly. I hope Col i n  w i l l  be man 
enough to take the first step back and write an apol ogy to the 
membersh ip  of the CCCS with in  these columns. or produce proof 
to the contrar: . in which case I w i l l  be happy to apologise 
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profusely and res ign from my ·cri mi nal " act iv i t ies. a" a token of  
wh i ch I have sent a copy of  th is  art ic le  to h i m  prior to  
publ icat ion.  
Give me my ball  back . . .  

Recent ly I not i ced that Col i n  · s  membersh ip  o f  the CCCS '' as 
run n i ng out .  I wrote to h im. as I write to a l l  ,.,·hose membersh ip  
runs  out. inv i t ing h i m  to renew. He wrote back stat ing that he  
thought that he had ··been awarded a · L i fet i me Membersh ip '  of  
the CCCS.. I checked th is  wi th  some members of  the past 
admin i strat ion who stated that their  i nterpretat ion of the 
s ituation was that this was meant to be a reciprocal arrangement 
and not an automat ic · right · .  Tl tere were precious few signs of 
any · rec iprocal arrangement '  in  the arch ive. I wrote to Col i n  
Andrews explai n ing t h i s  and suggest ing that w e  exchange 
magazi nes on t:, i s  basis .  To date I have had no response. 
Un less - the letter to Roland was i t? 
I have sent h i m  copies of th i s  art ic le by post and by e-mai l .  prior 
to publ icat ion,  i n  order that he has an opportun ity to answer the 
chal lenge if it i s  unjust i fied. an opportun i ty den ied to those he 
was addressing. 
One of my copies of tit is article must ltave attracted C oli11 ·s attention, 
because on J J'h August / 99 7, Coli11 wrote to me as follows; 

Dear M r  George B ishop 
I am sorry you saw yourse lf  as the rec ipient of  my comments i n  
m y  letter t o  Roland Pargetcr. I do n o t  know you. I t  was not my 
i ntention for you to take my comments personal ly. there are 
several CCCS publ i cat ions and yours was not the focus of my 
concerns. I do not wish to get i nto the speci tics of t i me. date and 
person invol ved and real i se that leaves the spectra very broad and 
open to the type of misapprehension you have su ffered. 
However. the purpose of my letter to my friend and col league 
Roland Pargeter was not to castigate and point  fingers but to 
explain why I was withdrawing from his conference. I p laced 
th is  Ietter · on the I nternet to avoid having people who had seen 
my name in the advert i sements for the conference. arriv i ng to 
lind I was not in attendance and wondering why. 
Let me say straight away. the lack of  response to your telephone 
cal l to me recent ly on this matter was due to 1 2  hour days 
engaged in  research s ince my arrival in  England.  I apologise for 
th is. 
As to my reasons for withdrawing from the con ference. my 
d i spleasure in the conduct of several speci fic people is. I feel .  
total ly just i fied. Th is  is  c learly reflected i n  the number of  people 
and researchers who have contacted me in  agreement with my 
stance. I wi l l  not l i st the many m i squotes and antagonist i c  
statements to wh ich I referred as  I do not  w ish  to cont inue the 
bad energy. attacks and counter-attacks which have been going 
on.  To waste more t i me in  th is  vein helps nobody. I chose to 
withdraw from the conference rather than engage th i s  type of  
energy. 
F inal ly, I m ust say I am amazed that you th ink your readers are 
the sl ightest bit i nterested · in the status of my honorary 
membersh ip.  However. to answer your point.  Michael G reen 
personal ly besto\ved the membersh ip  on me with no request on 
my part. I t  was not my busi ness as to the l egal i ty of  th is  with the 
CCCS board. however. the last thing I want at this point i s  to 
cont inue to recei ve the benefi ts of my honorary membersh i p  i f  
t h e  current  board finds th is  unacceptable.  You seem t o  fee l  I 
have not reciprocated with our own j ournal .  I n  fact. I send 
compl i mentary copies to at least six of  your board members. I f  
there was one key place you wanted a copy sent. nobody ever 
i n formed me. It wou ld seem the best course of  act ion i s  for you 
to drop my honorary benefits and I w i l l  drop our comp l i mentary 
copies. I w i l l  send in  a subscri ption to cont i n ue my receipt of 
your  journal . 
Best Regards 
Co l i n  Andrews 

Wel l ,  that c lears up some of the issues. but leaves a n umber 
unanswered. It wou ld appear that Col i n  i s  aware of  other CCCS 
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groups and publ icat ions that I do not recogn ise. I also get the 
feel i ng that Col i n  Andrews may not be aware of j ust \Vho is  a 
member of the CCCS Counc i l  and \\ ho isn · t . I f  he has a bone to 
pick with them. then he m ight pro litabl) tackle them d i rect and 
not bundle us all together. If he had been more part icu lar in  h i s  
choice of word ing i n  h i s  letter to Roland and not got invol ved in 
or engage in  that · type of energ) · in  the first place. none of th is  
would be necessary. He m ight ha\ c considered that a pri vate 
letter to Roland w ould be better entrusted to the G PO than to the 
I nternet if he wanted i t  to remain pri vate. Personal ly. I find h i s  
answers evas ive and  eq u i \  oca l .  The CCCS i s  not  run  by a 
.. Board 

.
.. it is a non-profit mak ing organ isat ion run by. and for. 

the benefi t  of its members. It is run b) a Counci l of members 
chosen by the membersh ip  on an an nual basis and has a proper 
const i tut ion 
As a member of the ne\\ Counc i l  of the CCCS. '' e set about a 
number of measures ai med at reducing our out-of-pocket 
expenses. Free copies to various part ies being one of them. I 
tried to find out about Col i n · s  honorary membership and was 
unable to find anyone who thought it had e\ er been rat i fied. I f  I 
had. I wou ld have been del ighted to con t inue that status. H ad I 
been aware of any reciprocal measures fi·om Col i n · s  organ i sation. 
I wou ld never have quest ioned it in the fi rst place. On behalf  of 
the membersh i p. I \HlUid \\ ant to knO\\ just where my money 
goes and would be very interested in \\ hat happens to · freebi es · .  
A l l  of m y  act ions o n  behalf  of t h e  CCCS arc carried o u t  on the 
bas is  that they are for the good of the membersh ip  as a whole. 
not the ind iv idual . M uch as I admire some of Col in  Andrew· s 
work in the past. that does not absolve h im from observ ing the 
common decenc ies. 
I th ink  that as an organ isat ion. the membersh ip  deserves a proper 
and fu l l  explanation of Co l i n · s  statement and an assurance that 
we. as a counc i l .  arc not the target of h i s  remarks. I f  he is  
prepared to name u s .  then deny that he meant us .  then he should 
have the considerat ion to correct !)  ident i fY h is  target and make 
amends for h i s  thought lessness. The I nternet would seem the 
proper p lace to correct any sl ights he may have uni ntent ional ly 
made to the membersh ip and Counci l  of CCCS as wel l  as with in  
the covers of th is  magazine.  
Perhaps he wi l l  be more careful \\ i th the publ icat ion of his 
pri vate thoughts i n  future'? 
Whether the membersh ip is happ) " i th h i s  response. I leave to 
them. but you cou ld phone him on 0 1 264 358402 and find out 
for yourse l f. 

Crewkerne. Somerset A ugust 1 997 :{, L ucy Pringle 
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TWO at ETCHILHAMPTON 
These 120± foot wheat circles arrived August 2nd, 

in the same field the 4/s mile formation was last year 
(the JJghost" of which can be seen as wind damage). 

The square is roughly divided into 754 tiny rectangles. 
© 1997 Peter R. Sorensen 
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CENTRE FOR CROP CIRCLE STUDIES 
Patron: Baroness Edmee Di Pauli 

President: Michael Green RIBA FSA 
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ACCOUNTS 1WELVE MONTHS TO 31 DECEMBER 1996 
TREASURER'S REPORT AND COMMENTARY 

1 .  Introduction 

Those that read the winter issue of "The Circular" - number 27 - will have seen the Accounts for the eleven months 

to 30 November 1 996 together with the commentary thereon. Those accounts were obviously very close to the year 
end position. Normally interim Accounts would be to, or close to, the half year position, however the interim 

changes to Council in 1 996 put back the sequence of events and it made more sense to make available to the 

membership the latest position advised to Council. It must be said that the current comments are based upon those 

but updated where considered necessary. 

2. Financial policy 

In view of the significant deficits incurred during the previous three years and the considerable concern of the 
incoming Council as to the future viability of the organisation a strict policy for expenditure control was introduced 
at the Council meeting on 1 September 1 996 and with a few tighter modifications was passed by those present. The 

main purpose of this was to avoid exposing the organisation to any heavy expenditure without proper consideration. 

3 .  Subscriptions 

Despite the problems of the last two years subscriptions have shown a notable and heartening improvement. 

4. Donations 

All important and most appreciated. In order that their generosity may be duly acknowledged the names of all those 

making donations are listed in alphabetical order on the reverse side of this report. 

5 .  Fund raising 

Such activities have been severely curtailed during the last year - for a variety of reasons that are generally well 
known. Generating income in a voluntary organisation is never an easy task. If not properly planned and controlled 

the amount of energy consumed, not to mention the cash, can be out of all proportion. 

6. Circular 

Following tighter stock control the impact on the Income & Expenditure Account has been moderated. Also, the 
detailed stock check at December 1 996 revealed considerable stocks of back issues. These were conservatively 
valued by Council at £792 and this benefit has been included with the charge to the Accounts. Five issues have been 
charged compared with three in 1 995 in order to reflect the correct number of issues due at the Balance Sheet date. 

7. Aviation 
Due to the financial problems of the 1 995 financial year contributions to aerial surveys were curtailed. It will be 

appreciated that flying is costly and the ability of the organisation to sustain such contributions is strictly limited It 

is also contentious and the organisation has wisely withdrawn from this field for the time being. 

8. Accountants 
The charge under this heading represents the provision made, including V.A.T.,  for the examination of the 

Accounts by the firm of Chartered Accountants Messrs Pope Batty & Co of Ipswich, Suffolk. It should be 
appreciated that the Accounts, books and records have been "examined" not "audited" . To effect an audit according 

to the required professional standards of the present time would be extremely costly and it is considered would not 
be given ongoing approval by the membership. Consideration should be given to amending the appropriate word in 

the constitution section 5 d) from "auditor" to "examiner" . 

9. Other expenses 

The majority show welcome reductions. There are a number of reasons for this - significant reduction in activity, 
tighter financial policy and the generosity of members, particularly those on Council,  in moderating their claims. 

1 0. Summary 

During the year there has been considerable retrenchment and the accounts reflect this. The turn around in the 

financial situation together with the happenings in the fields and the more positive response from those interested in 
the Crop Circle Phenomenon leads to a general feeling of increased optimism. 

/�!I� 
Peter Henden 1 3  Birch Drive Brantham Manningtree Essex CO 1 1  1 TE 
2 June 1 997 
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Accounts 31  December 1 966 

At the AGM on Saturday 7 June 1 997 a query was 
raised with regard to the make u p  of the figu re for 
"Meetings" . This was not resolved at the tim e  as the 
supporting vouchers were n ot brought to the 
meeting. lt was agreed that this amount would be 
analysed and the details made avai lable. These are 
now shown below: 

Analysis of Meetings : 

Review Body: Pri nt Post & Stationery 334 
AG M :  "Fayre Deal Hotel" 2 1 1 
Conference ticket cost - advance 1 00 

Position as at 31 Jul 1 996 

Conference ticket cost - refu nd 
Council Meeting "Weyhil l  Fayre" 
AG M (1 995) : Videotape refu nd 
Review Body: "Coronation Hall H i re" (bal) 
Counci l Meeting "Coronation Hal l"  

Position as at  31 Oec 1 996 per Accounts 

Donations 

645 

(1 00) 
36 

(26) 
1 3  
30 

£ 598 

The persons l isted below made don ations to the 
organisation during 1 996. 

The CCCS hereby extends its thanks to them for 
their generosity. 

H Van Beusekom 
G Bishop 
J J Bou me 
S Chinn 
R Cox 
G A Critch ley 
F Farquharson 
J Galley 
C D G reen 
Hants C C Research G rp 
L P  Henden 
A Holdsworth 
J Kay 
A B  S King 

J F Knight 
F G Li ndsay 
J E Maso n  
M Novakovic 
K R Paice 
D J  Peck 
C R Shaw 
L Symons 
J C Ta l bot 
F C Taylor 
S M Therese 
E A  F Va lde 
S H Wal ker 
0 You ng 

If anyone feels that the list is incomplete will 
he I she please inform the Treasurer. 
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CORNIS� CROP CIRCLES 
Report of crop fom1ation at Narkurs by .lean Brown and .loan Wysisk 

Crop Circles: Lower Treyone Farm. Narkurs. SE CornwalL Farmer Mr 
l lambro 
Map reference SXJ 1 9:'69 

Four connecting c i rcles in baric� which appeared ft)ur weeks ago ( i n  mid 
Ju ly'>) accordi ng to Mrs Hamhro 
At about 5 . 1 5pm. \\ e cal led at Lower Treyone Farm and spoke to Mr 
Hambro ·s brother- in-law and he gave us  penn ission to look at the 
format ion. 
The c i rcles were in a field adjoining the road and cou ld  he seen from the 
gate. They were on a gentle slope some d i stance from the gate. The 
barley was old and the heads were · necked · over with the stalks rather 
matted together and brown - i t  d idn · t  look good and the combined 
harvester parked in the swathe cut around the perimeter of the field. 
suggested han est had been dela) cd over long due to the wet weather. 
\Ve walked up the traml inc to the first c i rcle : 
C i rcle ·D · :  

C T  est samples taken - no .  I )  
Laid anti -clock\\ ise. 
Diameters: 29. 5 tt x 28 ft 

The centre was pos it ioned on the centre l ine of the traml i ne and was bare 
earth. When do,, sed by Jean. the answer was ·manmade· on traml ine. 
hut · no ·  in crop c i rcle. 
C i rcle ·c :  

Th is c i rcle was connected t o  the above b y  a 
corridor flowing towards . D" and part of a tram l i ne 
with a width of J. 75 ft and length of 5 1 .  7 5 ft . 
. ( Test samples taken - no. 2 )  
Laid anti-clockwise 
Diameters: 5 7 . 5 tt :\ 56 .25 ft 

Lovely · nest in centre with quartz stone and two other stones. No 
response at first t0 dowsing. but later 0n Jean asked again i f  i t  was man 
made and got a - � cs · . We p icked up  a feather i n  the c i rcle tor analysis . 
C i rcle · n ·  

C0nnected by a corridor w i th  ·c wi th  crop laid 
from ·c to · B ·  and very messy. Width 3 ft. length 
20. 5 ft 
crest sample taken - no 4)  
La id  anti -clockwise 
Diameters: 26 .2:' ti  x 28ft 

Centre knotted or rol led. When dowsed by Jean who asked who made it 
the answer was · non-human · 
Ci rcle ·A· 

Connected by corridor flowing from ·c to ·A · and 
very messy. This corridor was 2 . 5 ft wide and 30ft 
long. 
crest samples taken - no. J )  
Laid ant i -clockwise. 
Diameters: 2 7 . 5n  :x 28 ft 
When dowsed by Jean and asked who made it. the 
answer \\ as · humans · .  

This c i rcle not so mess� and had a smal l nest i n  thr.: centre. 
Samples of bark� " ith root and soi l  were taken in all of the c i rcles and 
sent to Jim Lyons for analysis. 

Editors Note: 
Sounds like the same field we llad a crop formation appear in during 
/ 991, my impressio11 tlle11 wtu that it was contrived witll messy 
corridors and holes ;, tile growul at circle ce11tre.'l . 



The �e�ra.hedrai pa��er:n. 

I t  has been often been asked i f  there m ight be an overa l l  pattern 
wh ich may be able to explain the locat ions of the crop c i rc les .  
Many attempts have been made so far to find such a pattern. 
Main ly Icy- l i nes or al ignments have been found.  Ley- l i nes have 
been known for a long t ime. Take for example the Icy- l ine from 
Sal i sbury Cathedral over Old Sarum to Stonehenge. There has 
been an attempt made to go from the single-dimensioned Icy- l i ne 
to a two-d i mensional pattern : one can draw an eq u i lateral 
triangle betv,reen Old Sarum to Groveley Cast le  and Stonehenge. 
W hen I started to look for a better location pattern of crop 
c i rc les, I was read ing the books of R ichard C.  Hoagland and 
Dav id S.  Percy. 1 The drawi ngs and mathematical calculat ions 
from Hoagland real ly i mpressed me. so I thought that there must 
be more tetrahedral 
patterns. Part 2 of Jens article 
I started to look for more 
measurable al ignments 
between crop c irc les. 
Al though i t  is  easy to buy 
a I :50000 O.S.  map from 
the area of A vebury and 
other places to handle  with 
exact Icy- l ines. i t  is  not 

. . i s  a tetrahedral landscape 

of England . . . . 

. . .  but go o n  to cover the 

whole world.  

easy to work with crop c i rc le  positions. The reason for th is  is  
s imple. there are not many recorded exact positions. Unt i l  today I 
have on ly d iscovered about 60 exact posit ions from the years 
1 990- 1 996. nevertheless I began with these s ixty co-ordi nates. 

What I developed - and redi scovered - last year ( 1 995 ) is  a 
tetrahedral grid i n  the landscape of England, an example can be 
seen i n  the map on page 45.  I took the Icy- l ine from Sal isbury to 
Stonehenge and let i t  run further to the north .  Because I had one 
tr iangul ar pattern ( from Old Sarum to Grovdey Cast le  and from 
there to Stonehenge) I copi ed this triangle many t imes and made 
some kind of "snowflake" pattern. If you copy one equi lateral 
triangle and put i t  again and again next to each other. you get a 
n ice pattern without gaps. 
It looks a l it t le bit l i ke a d iamond. with its crystal l ine ( lattice) 
structure . So we have England covered with th is  pattern. i t  won't 
stop at the border of England. however. but goes on over the 
whole world .  
As o n e  can see. there are more than 4 0  crop c i rc les on th is  g r i d  i n  
t h e  area around Al ton Barnes. I have not counted t h e  preh istoric 
monuments yet. 
L i ke a confi rmation there appeared this year ( 1 996 ) a crop c i rc le  
near O l i ver's Cast le. which is  on my gr id .  and th is  crop c irc le  
looked l ike a . .  snowflake''. too ! No hoaxer cou ld have known of 
my gr id.  because I waited one year before I deci ded to te l l  
anyone. What good luck that there were many format ions th is  
year which were placed exactly on my tetrahedral gri d !  
T h e  tetrahedral grid i s  i terat i ve. That means. we start '' i th t h e  b i g  
triangle from Stonehenge. Old Sarum a n d  Grovelcy Cast le.  Then 
we are going to d i v ide th i s  triangle i nto e ight  smal ler triangles by 
cutting every side of the big triangle i nto three equal parts. These 
triangles can be seen on the map. 
Let's take a look at some p laces of the grid. We have got Ol i ver's 
Cast le. Knap H i l l  above the East F ield in Alton Barnes. Lurkeley 
H i l l .  Kno l l  H i l l  ( nr. A l l i ngton)  . . Roundway H i l l .  F i rs farn1. 
Avebury. Barbury. Windm i l l  H i l l . the " long-pictogram" at 
A l l i ngton Down from 1 990. and many, many more. 

1 R ichard C. Hoagland : The monuments of Mars, North 

Atlantic  books, 1 987  
David.  P Myers & David S .  Percy: Two-Th irds, A u l is 

Publ i shers, 1 993 
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B ut where is S i l bury l l i l l . tor example'? It is on a l ine wh ich 
intersects a triangle exactly in the middle.  Many ancient places or 
crop c i rc les an: on these I i ncs. too. And that " s  real ly what a 
d i amond or a bri l l iant looks l i ke from the side. Or it looks l i ke a 
s imple U FO from the side. Or it looks l i ke . . . .  gothic vaults. 

Above we can see a ground-p lan of the cathedral of 
Chartres, France. I t  i s  one of the most c lassic cathedrals 

bui lt  in  the h igh-Goth ic bui ld ing-style .  In  the m iddle nave 
we see the same pattern as we see in the area around 
A l ton Barnes. 

There are some mysteries about the beginnings of the 

goth ic bu i ld ing-style. and about sacred proportions and so 
on. No one knows the architects of th i s  bri l l iant cathedral,  
and there are some very interesting stories about the 
"maze" in  the southern part of the church, for example.  
The th ing i s :  the pattern of the crop c i rc le  has been known 
before. At least in the Goth ic cathedrals .  This  raises the 
quest ion of the meaning of all th is .  

As I have shown in my article "A new c lassification 
scheme of crop c i rc les" ( The Circular, Issue 28 Spring 

/997) the c i rc le  glyphs have something to do with our 

deepest personal structures. with our aura and with our 
chakras. The meeting point of the meaning and the 
positions i s  Chartres (beside the theory of tetrahedral 

physics of M r. Hoagland) - but that's a nother story ! 
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So we have got a pattern around Alton Barncs. B ut wi l l  it go 
beyond the front iers of l lampsh i re'? As far as I can see it. the 
answer i s  yes. I tried to make my grid complete for England \\ i th 
a qu ite good map. and i t  tits very wel l tor the crop c ircles from 
Sussex. from Yeovi I ( 1 996 ). Chcesefoot H ead. W i nchester. 
Pcpperbox H i l l . Dcnton ( near Oxford ) or Andovcr. for example.  
But  i t  i s  necessary to make th is  grid on very exact maps 
( I  :50000). or \V ith supercomputers. Then \VC w i l l  have the 
u l t imate con fi rmation.  
As I read something from l sabel le  Ki ngston I was amazed that 
she tal ked about the "pyram id" over England. which gives the 
new energies to the planet em1h.2 Wel l  i f you make an equ i lateral 
triangle become a platon ic sol id.  you w i l l  get the tetrahedron - a 
three s ided pyram id . 
What I do to th is  big. single pyramid is d i v ide them into many. 
many pyram ids. I star1 with one big pyramid and i ntersect it i nto 
eight smal ler ones. And from there one can go further. The 
pyram ids are al l d i v ided i nto eight smal ler ones. again .  And 
again.  and if you do that. you w i l l  get ckta i l s  in  the crop c ircle 
design ! The crop c ircle themse lves are bui l t  up from smal l 
triangles ( 8 .6 meters per s ide! ) So the overa l l  pattern is an 
hol ist ic pattern wh ich can be found in the very smal l ( meter­
range) and in the very large ( h undred-mi les-range ) . 
I t  is breath-tak ing hO\\ the smal l  triangles bu i ld  up a crop c i rc le . 
But that's another story! 
( By the way. th is  effect can be fou nd in Chartres. too ) .  
So we have got tetrahedrons. Accord ing to Mr. H oagland and 
Sten Tenen. they have got a spiral inside. Th i s  spiral i s  the 
pathway of energy outflow from the centre of the rotat ing sphere 
to the three 1 9. 5°-edgcs. 3 

I f  one puts a model of th is  tetrahedron on my grid and lets the 
sun produce some shadows through the spiral which is inside the 
tetrahedron. there wil l  be some remarkab le resu l ts . 
You w i l l  get posit ions of tumu l i  and so on . B ut that's another 

story .  
As you have seen. the  i nterpretat ion of the pattern i s  as  impo rtant 
as the pattern i tsel f !  

I n  th is  art ic le I wou ld l i ke to stress the dynam ic of energy flow. 
I magine the energy comi ng in  and out of the chakras and ancient 
s i tes ( in  England or e lsewhere ) . I t  is not that this l i te-energy or 
Chi ( as the o ld  Chi nese people cal led it ) is  com ing in  l i ke 
rai ndrops - that is : in a straight l i ne. The chi  is c ircl ing inwards 
l i ke a spira l .  We have in our chakras. as I have said before. l i tt le 
vortices which look a l i tt le b i t  l i ke a tornado. 
Stan Tenen and Richard C: Hoagland have gi ven us the 
phantast ic  ( sic. but how cou ld I ed i t  i t  out ! ) world of  tetrahedral 
geometry and it's appl i cat ion in sc ience ( physics. h istory. etc. ) .  
As the bas ic  element they took a tetrahedron with a spi ral ins ide. 
With these two th ings the� show us the energy llow of a rotati ng 
sphere from the centre of th is  sphere to its surface. Seems to be 
very s imple. and it is also fundamental. because it is measurable.  
Richard C.  Hoagland \\ as the one \\ ho d i scovered the so-cal led 
"Thol us" on M ars. It looks l i ke S i lhu� H i l l  on earth. with its 
\vind ing path on i t .  S i l bu�· H i l l  is knO\\ n as an energy centre in 
the ancient landscape in  the midd le  of England. So we have again 
the "sacred mountain" with a spiral- l i ke structure on it ! 
Stan Tcnen. the leader of the Meru- Foundat ion put emphasis on 
the fact that the human heart is bu i l t l i ke two interlocked spi rals. 
One i s  for the ten side of the heart. which i s  a l i tt le bit  bigger 
than the right side. The other spiral  is tor the right ha lf  of the 
heart. 
Now. what I d i d  was si mply to look fi.>r bigger spirals in the 
landscape. I started at S i lbu� l l i l l  and d i scovered two spirals 
wh ich are going from there to many locat ions of previous crop 
c i rc les. 
The first one is  an an.:h i medal.  ant i -c lockwise sp iral . I t  fi nds its 
way through West Kennet Long Barrow. F i rs Farm. Knol l 
Down. Windm i l l  l l i l l .  Overton Down. Rybury R i ng. Cherh i l l . 
Temple Farm. and so on.  On its \\ ay there are lots of crop 
format ions rangi ng from 1 990- 1 996. Th i s  pattern of crop c i rcle 
l ocat ions was made by me last : ear. and this year there was the 
tr iple-spiral at W i ndmi l l  H i l l . exactly on my fi rst spiral ! 
The second spiral is open ing faster ( i n an anti-clockwise manner) 
and i t  starts at S i lbu� H i l l .  too. We li nd S\\ ai iO\\ hcad Springs 

One c la irvoyant. E l len G rassc. is able to see the tlo\\ of 
the Chi  coming both from heaven and from the earth 
ins ide plants and trees.4 To the ldt there is an example. 
Red Chi i s  coming from below and b lue Chi i s  coming 
from the heavens. They meet ( at the) ins ide of the tree. 
There are a lot of more examples from spiral- l i ke 
turn ing l i fe energy. Take Carlos Castaneda's l i fe force or 
the effect of wh i rl i ng water wh ich \\ as d iscovered by 
Schauberger. The most i mportant th ing is the chakra 
with i t's mul t i -d i mensional process of e'chang; .1g old. 
dead energy against new. l i fe-support ing energy. This 
process can be found i n  every healthy chakra or the 
vortices of  the chakras. But  this is only one th ing from 
the subtle forces. 

on it. the tumu l i  of 
West Kennel. the 
tumu l i  of Avebury 
DO\vn. 
K ing's Play H i l l . 
Round\\ ay H i l L  
Etch i lhampton H i l l . 
Stonehenge. Bad bury 
H i l l .  and. of course. 
many. many crop 
c i rcles. The most 
i mpressive from 1 996 
was the spiral at 
Stonehenge. Again. I 
completed the spi ral 
last year. j ust to tind 

There i s  a counterpart in  q uantum ph� sics. 

The fio"'WIT o£ l.i.£e-e:n.ergy 

As I have shown. the crop c i rc les have someth ing to do with the 
way we adsorb l i te-energy through our chakras. Because many 
people  tcel someth ing in  the crop c i rc les i t  can be said  that they 
teach us someth ing. As Joach i m  Koch and Hans-J tirgen Kyborg 
have shown in their book i t  is  even poss ib le  to deve lop some 
spiri tual or mental abi l i t ies. Our energy field  (or aura) i s  rai sed in 
the cornfields.  

2 l sabe l le K ingston:  Word from the Watchers, in: "Crop 

C i rc les - Harbingers of world change ",  p.  1 4  7 
3 Richard C. Hoagland : The U n i ted Nat ions Briefi ngs. 

Video 
4 E l len G rasse : Chakren- und Aura-d iagnose, Knaur 1 993,  
Farbtafe l  I ;  
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the "right" crop c irc le at the r ight place this year ! 

L ike in our heart we have one i n flO\\ spiral (c lock\., i se )  and one 
outflow spiral (ant i-clockwise )  . I th ink these two large spirals 
show us  what the energy in tlow from above and towards the 
Earth l ooks l i ke .  These patterns arc not the only ones. they are 
some k ind of d i fferent d imension beneath the "tetrahedral grid" .  
These patterns are a repl icat ion of the uni versal !low-pattern 
wh ich can be found eve� \\ here in nature. It rem inds us of the 
harmon ic ways in \\ h ich in tact everyth ing is flowing. in our 
heart and i n  "holy" landscapes. I t  grounds us ! 

By the way. ·there is a spiral as a pattern of crop c ircle locat ions 
i n  Germany. too. I t  starts at the old Celt ic site "Marsberg" 5 i n  
H essen . 

5 which m ight be trans lated as " M ountain of Mars " 
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Now I have presented th ree possib le  patterns of locat ion from 
crop c irc les :  one tetrahedral grid and two spiral  ones.  And what 
can be seen in  the formation of Barbury Cast le? Not only the 
beginning of tetrahedral physics ( as R ichard Hoagland has 
proved ) but three smal l c i rc les w ith two spirals and one l i ne. So 
we fi nd again  the locat ions of crop c i rc les in  the design of one of 
them. Th is should be noted for further research .  

© Jens Rowold in  I 996 
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(Editor 's note: Tile map.5 are not clear enough for reproduction here, 
so this illustration, wllicll slloultl be sufficient for those illferested to 
recreate their own �·ersions, contains all the necessary data on the 
tetrahedral panem and the clockwise spiral. For the anti-clockwise 
spiral, simp�r re�·erse a logarithmic cun•e starting with the same centre 
as this one. I have imlicated the crop circles lte ul·es with a circle to 
help identify the sites referred to.) 
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Country/Place 

Melbourne 

Date Croplsize/.tihape 
A ustralia 

1 8/Feb G 30" c irc .  

Brazil - R io Grande do Su i  
Santo Angelo 2 7/Fcb M� I Om circ . 

Croatia, �orthern 

Zagorje 1 6/ Apr ? 28m circ 

Czech Re publ ic  - Ccska Lira 
Near Mimon 23/ Apr G 2x9m rings 

England 

Associated data 

I ndentations 

L ights/noises 

UFO/I ights 

··somewhere North.. 7/Jun Confirmed as non-ex istent 

Beds. Barton-le-Ciay 23/Ju l  

Beds. Fl itwick 4/Aug 

Berkshire. Newbury 29/.l un 

Bucks. Stokenchurch 1 5/Ju l  

Cambs. lck lcton 7/Jul 

Cambs. St Neots 1 1 /.fu l  

Chesh i re. ? 29/.f un 

Cornwal l ,  Sennen 3 1 /.fan 

Cornwall .  Sennen 7/Feb 

Cornwal l .  Sennen 9/May 

'' Picto. Circs. Triangles and paths 

'' ringed c irc with path and ring 

� RJcire 

B so· S\\ astika 

unconf c irc_ 

� Dmb x2 & circ 

� ') 

G 37 "  R ing 

G 28 "  Ring 

Path & key shape 

Same field as "96 

Spotted by pi lot 

l Jncon firn1ed 

I nside first ( ? )  

Confirmed as  non-existent 

CornwalL Downderry 1 5/Aug B 4xc irc. l i nked ( sec this i ssue) 

Cornwall. Penzance 20/Aug F 30
. 

(?) c irc unconfirmed 

Devon, B ick leigh 4/Jul B? 30 " (? ) c irc seen from air 

Devon, Bradn inch 29/ Apr Confirmed as non-existent 

Devon, Kennford 1 /Aug B� 40? Circ Seen from A38 

Devon, Marsh Barton 2 5/.f un R 38 . c irc With overlaid X 

Devon, Samptord 1 5/Apr confinned as non-existent 

Devon. Staddiscombe 1 5/Jun W 37 "  & ss ·  circs U FO/I ights 

Devon, Staddiscombe 1 5/Jun B 30" c i rc Month old? 

Dorset, Poxtord 1 /Ju l  W 30' c i rc 

Essex, Littlebury Grn 20/Apr R 3 70" ring ( See issue 28 )  

Essex. Strethal l 2/May R 1 00· ring with 3 petal led flower (28 )  

Gloucs., Chedworth 29/Jun . , 9· c irc .  ""n ice spiral lay 
. .  

Gloucs . .  Chedworth 1 2/Aug '' Db & circ with anns 

Hants. Basingstoke 1 7/.f u l  250" r/circ w i th  two opposing arn1s 

Hants. B/Waltham 1 5/.f u l  B? 200 ·  c irc� W ith ring? 

Hants.Bournemouth 26/.f un ., ""OKLAHOMA
.. Publ ici ty stunt 

Han ts. Clantield 3/Ju l  . ,  c irc & 2 gs 

Hants. Droxlord 9/Jun B picto/d iamond and ring 

Hants. Droxtord 1 4/.f un B 2x rgd c irc. ( I  with 6 satel l ites ) 
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Country/Place Date Croplsizelslwpe Associated data 

l lants. Meon 1 6/Jun W 1 50· .. Ant"· ( sec this issue) 

Hants. Headbourne Worthy 7/Jul W 200· Quintuplet 

Hants. Cheriton 25/Jun W 1 75 - Quintuplet 

Hants. Cheriton 29/.fun B ringed c irc .  ( see th is  issue) 

Hants. K i lmeston 1 2/Ju l  ? c irc & rings ( sec th i s  issue) 

Hants. Longstock 4/Jul B ·-bd l 
. .  

shaped l(xmation (d i tto) 

l lants. Morestead 2 1  /J u l  W I oo ·  form 

Hants. Petcrsfidd 9/.fu l  '' No futher detai ls yet 

Hants. Petersfield 3/Ju l  � -lO - circ 

Hants. Shorley 7/Ju l  B'' 80 "  rgd c i rc fixmation 

Hants. Upham 1 4/Jun B 3:x rgd in- l ine c i rcs 

Hants. 0pham 1 4/.f un B 2:x joined c ircs 

Hants. Upham 1 5/Jun ? pictogram 

Hants. Warnford 1 3/Jun B ·sm iky face· ··mess) 

Hants. West Meon 29/Jun W Ring & 13 arcs ( see this issue) 

Hants. West Meon 1 2/ Aug ? rgd Db in same tield as above 

Herts. Berkhampstcad 21 Aug W Long l i nes between I - 2 mi les 

Herts. \\:alkern 

Kent Sevington 

Kent Cuxton 

4/ Aug '' several c ircs reported NFD 

1 2/ Aug � 3x I o ·  circ in triangular formatn 

1 7  I Aug ? Complex Picto of 19 c i rcs. 

Norfolk Wacton � � � NFD 

Northants. M iddleton Cheney 9/Aug � NFD 

Oxon. Brackle· · 9/ Aug '.' NFD 

Oxon. Chislchampton 2-Wun W Quint 64 -

Oxon. Long Hanboro 9/ Aug 

Oxon. Toot Balden 6/ Aug 

Oxon. Uffington 6/.f ul 

Salop. Forton 2/Aug 

Salop. Forton 2/Aug 

Salop. Shrewsbury 1 5/Ju l  

Somerset. Taun !or. 29/Jun 

NFD 

? 60"  & I o · c i rcs 

'' Smi lcy face fonn. of 3 c ircs 

W 30- c irc 

W Dumbbe l l  NFD 

� 30- c irc .  

� ?� ( at Shootmead?) NFD 

Somerset. I s l e  Brewers 1 2/aug W Db 1 8 - oiall 

Somerset. Newbridge 1 1  /.f u l  � -to · c i rc 

Somerset. W_ Coker 2 1 /Aug B� 75 " ?  rgd X with c irc 

Suflolk. H itcham 

SutTolk .  H i tcham 

Suffolk. H itcham 

26/Jun w� Triple Db I oo · 

8/Jul � Dumbbel l 

1 4/ Aug ? Dumbbell 
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Suffolk. Birch Airfidd 1 -t/ Aug '? Qu intupkt 

Surrey. K ingswood 29/Jul w� Seen fr01 n  air N I ·D? 

Surrey. B ishops Walton 29/Jun '? NFD 

Sussex. Newhaven 20/Jul W Dumbbell  

Sussex. Ofham 1 0/Aug F 40- c irc with separate path 

Sussex. Southease 5/ Aug W 49· c irc with 3 bent arms 

Sussex. Ambcrley 1 9/ Aug ? Picto. N FD 

Sussex. Lewes 25/Apr Con firmed as non-ex istent 

Sussex
. 

Upper 13eed ing 25/Apr Di tto 

Sussex. W. Blatchington 7/Jun Ditto 

Sussex. Wincham 9/Aug 

Warks. Churchova 27/.l un 

Warks. Coslord 1 1  /J ul 

Warks. Earls wood 6/ Aug 

Warks. Long Marston 1 6/Ju l  

• )  6x 20· c ircs NFD 

' )  40m ringed c irc. 

? R ing with 1 3  ·bumps · 

? 3 c ircular & I oval shapes 

? Advert is ing Logo 

W. M ids. Sutton Cold field 25/Jun ') Picto ( U FO act iv i ty )  

Wi lts. Alton Barncs 20/Ju l  

Wi l ts . Alton Barnes 3 1 /Ju l  

Wi l ts . Alton Barnes 1 /Aug 

Wi l ts . Alton Priors 1 1 /Ju l  

W i lts. Alton Barnes 8/Aug 

Wi l ts . Avebury 23/Jun 

Wi l ts . Avebury 23/Ju l  

Wi lts. Badbury Castk 28/Jul 

Wi l ts . Badbury Castlc 28/Jul 

Wi lts. Badbury Castle 1 /Aug 

Wi l ts .  Bourton 1 3/Jul 

W i lts. Devizes 20/Jul 

Wi lts. Etchi lhampton 1 /Aug 

Wi lts. Etchi lhampton 1 /Aug 

Wi lts. Etchi lhampton 8/Aug 

Wi l ts .  Etchi lhampton 8/ Aug 

Wits. Lidd ington 8/Jun 

Wi lts. Longstock 29/Jun 

Wi l ts . Marlborough 1 5/Jul 

W i lts. Amesbury 9/Jun 

Wi l ts . Newbury( ?) 9/Jun 

Wi lts. Rocklcy 1 4/Jun 

Wi lts . Wanninstcr 1 2/Ju l  

W i lts. Warn1 inster 1 4/Ju l  

W smal l circle 

W series of rings surrounded by a ring 

� · Message· type fi.mnation 

W 300- --Torus 
.. 

( 1 2  rgs round I )  

? ··Koch Snowtlake 
.. 

( see this ish)  

R Single c irc spotted from air NFD 

'! · Koch Snowflake· ( see th is  i ssue) 

W 25  & 1 5m c ircs " ith looping path 

W 20m c irc with ·compl icated · lay 

? - -Pendant necklace·· 

W Pentagram within ring 

') 1 50 ·  picto ( sec this issue ) 

? ·Grid- in c irc ( see this issue) 

' )  R inged petal fornl>ltion 

., 3oo· l ine of 4 c ircs 

., S ingle C\\ circ 

H Confirmed as lodging l l  

� Unconfirmed quintuplet? 

'' Rumoured ··serpentine fom1 .
.
. NFD 

B Snowtlake within hexagon in c i rc .  

' ?  Uncon lim1cd formation 

13 3x 40' c ircs and segmented c irc. 

'1 2 5 '  c irc NFD 

� 250 - c irc contain ing hexagon 
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Wi lts. Wam1 inster 3 1 /.l u l  ') Dumbb\!11 wi th ringed elements 

Wi l ts W interboume Basset 1 /Jun B Sec this i ssue 

W i lts. Wroughton 4/May R ··Tree of L i te·· ( see i ssue 28)  

Wi l ts . Wroughton 20/Apr R 1 60- fonn. 4 · gs. 

Wi l ts .  Wroughton 29?Ju l  '1 C in.:le wi th  arrow 

Y orks. Bamslcy 2 1 /Ju l  '1 Smal l rgd c irc near .13 1 (M I )  

Y orks. Dodworth 1 /Aug '' rgd c irc and two others in  l ine. 

Yorks. Askham Bry an 1 7/Ju l  ' 1  Dumbb\!1 1 .  1 00·  

German�· 
Hcss ia? Kassel 4/Ju l  ' >  Rgd c irc with arcs 

Hess ia? Kass\!1 4/Ju l  '1 R ing with complcx maze wi th in  

Hess ia? Kasscl 4/.l ul ., R ing contain ing spiral maze 

Palatinate. Altrip 5/Ju l  Ry 40m picto. trjplc Db etc 

') 

') 

') 

? 

Loit!U isnis 25/Jun W Ci rc .  With l ines and arc 

K i us 25/Jun W Picto of c ircs and passages 

L indau 1 8/May R 8m c irc le 

L indau 1 8/Ma� W I Om circ with 1 9m ring 

Loit 9/Jun ? 5 c i rcs. 2 connected by path 

Schwanscn 1 3/Ju l  B Group of 4 c ircles 

U ln i s  

Emmcn 

Emmen 

1 3/Jun B 1 2 . 5m circ with 2.2m g/s 

:\etherla nds 
1 1 /Ju l  Ry Dumbbel l  

1 1  /J ol  Ry Formation of c ircs & path 

Amsterdam 1 8/Jan G 3 indentat ions in grass 

Noord Brabant 1 5/Ma� G 1 2m c i rc + 2x 2m sats and path 

Noord Brabant 1 4/Jun '1 I Om cicle 

Zceland 

Zeeland 

Zeeland 

') 

') 

Cal i f. 

I l l i nois 

Andel 

Assen 

3 1 /ju ]  � 2x  semi c ircles 

1 7/Ju l  W')  3x  arcs of seven c i rcles 

1 7/Ju l  . ,  Quintuplet 

2/Ju l  '' 8n) c irc joined to  2x 3m 

5/Ju l  ' )  Picto of 1 5  c ircs 

Aalsmccr 2 7/Jul W Dumbbell 

Texel Is .  1 8/.lu l  W'' 3x 8m circs joined by paths 

1 8/Mar '> 50m circ 

l "S.-\ 
Watsom i l k  1 8/Mar 0 4 ·  c i rc .  

Col l insv i l lc 1 8/Jun W '/,mi le p icto 

I nd iana Columbia 8/Ju l  � "'C ircle type damage .
. 

M ich igan L iv ington 7/Feb v-.: 3x wheat c ircs in scrubland 

Montana St Lou is 8/.lu l  ? 9 s i tes of .. c i rc type damage 
.
. 

Nebraska Wavcrl� 6/Ju l  W 40- c irc & paths with 3 others 

49 



New Jersey Mercer 9/Ju l  

Oregon Salem 7/J un 

: Dumhbel lry 

W I oo · · ·Double Horseshoe·· 

Oregon John Da) 1 7/Jun · �  ··Thought bubble formation·· 

Utah R ichmond 7/Jul '1 pictn 

Utah Sm ith field 7 /Ju l  ·) picto 

Photographers Wanted 
Rewa rd £5 per pu blished photo 

It has been decided that CCCS wi l l  pay £5 for every photograph publ i shed within our Journal ' s  covers. 

Not a lot, but it wi l l  at least buy you another rol l  of fi l m .  Photographers may subm it any number of 

photographs for consideration but please note that any detai l s  about the s i te l ocation, date of 

photograph, date of formation and any other detai l s  you m ight have about the crop c irc le, shoul d  be 

submi tted at the same t ime.  Th i s  appl ies to  formations in the current year ( 1 997) from i ssue 29 and 

future years . i .e .  this is not a retrospective deal ! Photographic data m ight also help - fi l m  type, speed, 

stop number. camera etc . but this is not n1andatory. 

Al l  photographs submitted wi l l  remai n i n  the archive of the CCCS,  so even i f  your photograph doesn ' t  

get chosen this year, i t  may we l l  appear in future i ssues. They wi l l  also b e  avai lable for future 

researchers who may fol low in our footsteps. 

Once a year, the Counci l  wi l l  choose the photograph they thi nk best epitomises our phenomenon and 

that photographer wi l l  win a year' s subscription to The Circular. We depend upon your photographs 

for the qual i ty of our publication and we feel  that it is only fai r  that your contri bution is recognised. 

The Editor ' s  deci sion on choice of photographs is final and the Counc i l " s  choice of photograph o f  the 

year i s  l ikewi se their  own and no discussion w i l l  be entered i nto with anyone. 

Alton Barnes Aug 1 997 :f; Lucy Pringle 
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WANTED - VERY MUCH ALIVE ! 
CCCS desperately need a l ive-w i re gra p h ic a rtist who ca n help us to c reate an image and improve o u r  profile in the 

field. We can prom ise long h o u rs and incred ible frustra tion a l l ied with u nsociable working cond itions and al l  for no 

wages too! Al l  we can offer is the  rewa rd and satisfaction of seeing you r  work in  print and that rosy inner  glow that 

comes with the know ledge that you have done somet h i n g  usefu l  for others, but  that w i l l  not do you r CV a ny h a rm wil l  

i t? Not enough to attract you? Wel l, one of our proj ects m ight  wel l  m a ke you a h ousehold name (more deta i ls  to the 

right person) the rest is u p  to you ! I f  you can demonstra te flair  and a n  eye fo r the d ra matic as wel l  as deta i l, get i n  

touch with the Editor. W e  might  even consider t h is as a col lege proj ect if they s h o w  a gen u i ne interest and 

com m itment. 

WANTED: YO U R  OLD C ROP PARAPHERNALI A  AND EPHEMERA 

Our archive may be extensive, but it has some obvious items m issing; perhaps they were too 
obvious and common at their first appea rance and appa rently nobody thought them worth keeping 
at the time. 

Books, pam phlets, photographs or even the adverts that featu red crop formations. Copies of the 
Led Zeppelin albu m cover for exa mple, indeed anything that has a crop circle flavour that you 
have outgrown or are considering consigning to the d ustbin - no madam, husbands don ' t  count!  -
or you are having difficulty housing. We w ill acknowledge all such beq uests or donations and you 
can be assured they will find a welcome place in our a rchive. I noticed recently that some of 
Andrews's and Delgado 's  books were still on sale, yet we have none in ou r a rchive, a sad omission 
that I was able to rectify at the Glastonb u ry Symposiu m .  

Details to y o u r  local Co-ord inator o r  the Editor. 

' Pendant Necklace· Liddington Castle Wilts . .-\ug 1 997 
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